(Tape No. 267)

            No Need for Defeat                             Dr. J. Allen Blair
A young lady wrote to me, recently, saying she was having trouble with the temptation to commit sex.  Well, I’ll tell you, she is not alone.  Many others are having the same trouble.  Is there no way to overcome this temptation?  Decidedly, there is and not only this temptation but all temptation.

First John 5:19 says, And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness.  This last phrase:  The whole world lieth in wickedness is, literally, “the whole world lieth in the power of the wicked one (the devil)”.  The wicked one, of course, is the archenemy of God and all those who belong to God. The world in which you and I live today is pretty much controlled by him because he is the god of this world.  He is also the prince of the power of the air.  
Now many people laugh at the idea of a personal devil.  Often he is characterized as a red-colored human with horns, and a spiked tail, and having a pitchfork in his hands; but you may be sure the devil in no sense of the word is like this.  He is a spirit (a fallen angel) who has legions of other fallen angels at his command.  He is busy 24 hours a day enticing humans to lie, steal, hate, destroy, and murder, and commit every imaginable evil.  Satan is the worst thief and liar who ever lived.  He has stolen man’s purity and power since Creation, and robbed him of the possession of God’s blessing.  The devil tried to steal all these from Christ, but he met Someone who is more than a match for him, and Christ returned in victory from the wilderness: filled with the Holy Spirit.

Satan is here to kill by murder, drunkenness, drugs, and crime.  It is not only the body he seeks to kill, for he has led millions of souls into eternal hell:  Satan is out to destroy in every way he can.  In fact, his name is “Apol’lyon” (Revelation 9:11), and this means “the destroying one.”  To “destroy” is to “cause to perish.”  And the word appearing in John 3:16 is from the same Greek word as “destroy.”  He loves to see people perish in their sins and be lost forever in hell.

Jesus Christ wept over the lost in Jerusalem, but Satan rejoices to see suffering humanity perish.  He comes to do all in his power to cause men and women to die in their sins and be lost forever.  He urges them to turn a deaf ear to the Gospel of Christ.  His forces are organized, and always at work: seeking to destroy lives.  There is holy joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth, but there is unholy laughter among the demons of hell over one sinner who does not repent and trust Christ as his Savior and Lord.

The devil is blinding millions in our day: keeping them in sin and ignorance; that they might not enter into the blessings of eternal life.  In 1 John 3:8, we read, he that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning.  But this is what you and I should see (in the rest of this verse):  For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.  To be sure -- the devil is powerful; but the Lord Jesus came and died on the Cross to win an everlasting victory over Satan.  Thus, even though the devil is mighty, Jesus is Almighty.  If you are in Jesus Christ as the result of His sacrifice, you have the power -- not only over the devil, but over all temptation and sin.

A little boy came to his father, one time, looking much in earnest as he asked, “Daddy, is Satan bigger than I am?”  “Yes, son,” said the father.  “Is he bigger than you are?”  “Yes, he is bigger than I am.”  The boy looked surprised, and thought again, and asked, “Is he bigger than Jesus?”  “No,” answered the father, “Jesus is bigger than he is.”  Well the little fellow turned away with a smile as he said, “Then I’m not afraid of him.”  Well we need not be afraid of him either, if we are in Jesus Christ.  We can trust Christ for victory over the devil at any time.  God promises in Isaiah 59:19, When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him.  Now you may recall the instance when the Lord Jesus assured Peter of divine protection in the presence of the enemy.  The Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: But I have prayed for you, that your faith fail not.  Our Lord intercedes for us in the same way whenever we are attacked by Satan.  How comforting it is to know that even though the powerful deceiver may strike us at any moment, our Lord Jesus Christ intercedes for us.  

Now we must never forget that, even though the devil is extremely powerful, he has limited power.  Our God possesses unlimited power.  Satan may build a hedge about us, and fence us in, and hinder our movement; but he can never roof us in and prevent us from looking up.  We can look to Jesus who has promised never to leave us nor forsake us.  In fact, as we look to Him each and every morning (through the reading of His word and prayer), we are strengthened to face the enemy at any time.  God tells us (in James 4:7) to resist the devil, and he will flee from us.  The best way to resist the devil is to get closer to Jesus.  In fact, this same verse begins with the admonition: Submit yourselves therefore to God.  Before we can ever hope to resist the devil, we must submit fully to God’s control.  Many believers are defeated and bogged down by sin simply because they do not utilize the power they have through Christ to stand against Satan.
Now if you were to go to Wartburg, Germany, you would see a dark spot on the old wall which is said to be caused by the breaking of an ink bottle that Martin Luther threw at the devil.  Now some people say that it wasn’t the devil but rats in the wall that Luther heard.  Well I don’t know about this, but I’ll tell you, Luther thought it was the devil and he threw the ink bottle with all his might.  Well we need believers in our day to take a stand against the devil.   We are told in Ephesians 6:11 to put on the whole armour of God, that we may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  Keep in mind: it is impossible to stand against the devil in our own strength.  We must submit to the Lord Jesus Christ and clothe ourselves with the armor of God.  This is the only possible way we can face this powerful enemy.  Without Christ there is no way to face the devil; we are frail and helpless creatures.  Christ is our strength and power.  He is our life.  

Now if you have never received Him as your Savior and Lord, I hope you’ll do that right now.  Maybe at this moment you are passing through a severe trial or a time of temptation.  Your only hope (dear friend, let me tell you again) is Jesus Christ.  I hope you’ll trust Him as your Savior and Lord.  No matter what sins you have committed, God will forgive you.  You may be in the clutches of the devil.  You can’t deliver yourself.  Trust Christ.  Receive Him, and sin’s shackles will be broken immediately.

Father, we have been reminded today that our help is in the Name of the Lord.  We cannot fight sin with sin; we need the power of a Holy Christ.  And we trust You to speak to hearts today, that many will turn to Jesus and be saved.  For I ask in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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