(Tape No. 267)

       Running Well to the End                         Dr. J. Allen Blair
Perhaps you know someone who started out well in the Christian life, but he didn’t last.  He made a profession of faith and got active in church, but later he disappeared.  He is never seen in church any more.  What happened?  Did he lose his salvation?  Did he simply quit?  What’s the problem?

In Matthew 24:11-13, we read, And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.  And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.  But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.  Have you ever wondered about the statement “he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved”?  Not only is it found in this passage, but the idea is presented in other portions of the New Testament as well.  Its importance should not be overlooked.  Being a follower of Jesus Christ is not merely putting the hand to the plow, but keeping it there.  Our Lord declared in Revelation 2:10, Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.  If one is faithful unto death, he will be able to say at the end of his journey, I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness.
Before proceeding further it should be made clear that I am not suggesting that being a Christian depends upon our holding on to God.  Divine sovereignty makes our salvation secure.  We read, in 1 Peter 1:5, that we are kept by the power of God.  But this fact does not exclude the believer from human responsibility to God.  Thus the Christian must keep in touch with the Lord continually, keeping on his guard constantly.  Paul wrote, in Ephesians 6:13, Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.  You see, we are not spectators in a grandstand, we are soldiers on a battlefield.  We are mixed in with a world that hates and despises Christ.  Daily, our obligations put us in the midst of those who are ungodly.  We walk in an atmosphere that is not congenial to holiness.  We are exposed to temptations of every sort.  

It was expressed well by Paul, in Romans 7:24, O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?  You see, ours is a continuous fight.  That’s why Christ said, he that endureth to the end shall be saved.  Considering the other side of the ledger, can we not say that if a person does not endure to the end that we might conclude that he was never really saved in the first place?  Quite frankly, this is what we gather from Christ’s words.  After all, one’s endurance for Christ is a strong evidence of his salvation.  How do our friends know we are saved?  Well you might reply “We have told them.”  But we cannot always depend on what is said.  A person’s speech is not necessarily a copy of his heart.  Have we not been deceived by smooth talk?  What did Jesus say about evidencing our faith?  By their fruits ye shall know them. People know that we are saved by what we do, and not always by what we say.  We have known all kinds of people (some mastered by drink and others by lust) who have declared at some time that they’ve believed on Christ.  But, looking at them later, their lives give no evidence of a transformation.  They failed to endure to the end.   How long are we to watch a person who says he is a Christian?  a week? a month? a year?  Well Jesus said, to the end.  If one is truly born again, he will walk with the Lord day-in and day-out right up until the end of his life. One time, George Whitefield was asked what he thought of a certain person’s character.  “I don’t know,” he replied, “I have never lived with him.”  Well this is an important test.  It is not so much what we say, but what we do – not for a week, or a year; but for many years.  
Jesus said, Let your light so shine among men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.  Works do not justify a man before God, but they justify a man’s profession before his neighbors.  In James 2:20, the apostle wrote, But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?  And then (in verse 24) he said, Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.  James assures us that works prove our faith.  For one to say he is a believer is not enough.  Those who know us and see us are entitled to some proof.  Otherwise, they have a right to question our faith.

Most of us have known those who began with Christ, but they did not last.  The Bible mentions some of these:  Judas had power to perform miracles and travel with those who preached the Gospel, yet he sold Christ for thirty pieces of silver.  Simon Magus believed also, but he offered the apostles money to sell him the Holy Spirit.  Demas started out well, but he had a strong attachment to the world and did not last.  Alexander the coppersmith faced serious danger as he risked his life in the theater at Ephesus in his attempt to rescue Paul.  Later, the apostle declared of him, He did me much evil: the Lord reward him according to his works.  
There is no one so bad in all the world as the person who thinks he is good.  The Lord Jesus must have been thinking of this person when He said, if the salt have lost its savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is henceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.  The apostle John tells us about those who went out from us.  Why?  Were they saints? Were they believers?  They appeared to be at the beginning.  But John informs us that they went out from us (why?) because they were not of us.  And then he continues, if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be manifest that they were not all of us.  These people were not saved.  If they had been, they would not have departed from the faith.  
My friend, if you’ve had a true experience with Jesus Christ, don’t underestimate the severity of the battle you are in.  The world, the flesh and the devil are blatant enemies ready to plague you at every turn.  Only as you stay close to your Lord can you stand.  Never overlook meeting Him the first thing in the morning for prayer and a study of His word.  Call upon Him many times throughout the day.  Depend upon Him for everything.  Prove your faith by your endurance.
And to you who thought you were saved -- but the very fact that you did not hold out makes it clear that you are not saved – I call you to repentance.  Let it be real this time.  Ask Christ to come into your life and transform your life.  Moment by moment, call upon Him for strength to persevere.  He will not fail you.  Then when the end comes, you will see Him and ever be with Him.  I hope (if you don’t know Him) that you’ll take Him into your life right now.

For those of us, Father, who believe Your word, may we not simply be talkers and hearers, but doers of the word – proving our faith by our works.  Bring us face to face with reality, that Christ may be permitted to live His life through us.  For this is the life of victory.  I ask these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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