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A Home or a House                                     Dr. J. Allen Blair
Do you live in a house or a home?  Now, you can have a home anywhere.  No matter what it is like, if there is love for each other while giving due respect and honor to God, it can be a wonderful home.  A house, on the other hand, is more or less just a building.  It could be beautiful but inside there is often wrangling, unkindness, lack of trust, and other disagreeable qualities.  

Jesus was teaching, preaching, and healing in Judea when the disciples were approached by parents who brought little children requesting that Jesus might pray for them.  The disciples brushed them aside saying “He’s too busy for children; our Lord has more important things to do than that.”  But Jesus interrupted, and said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.  Christ always had time for children.  He appreciated children deeply and even said to some adults, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.  Anyone who is to be saved must humble himself, and exercise childlike faith in Christ -- receiving Him as Savior and Lord.  
Regarding the attitude we should have toward children, Jesus said, Whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe on me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depths of the sea.  You and I need the same spiritual regard for children that Jesus had.  In fact, Christ is vitally concerned that every parent rear his children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.  Surely you realize that the children of our nation are its dearest, its most inestimable treasure and natural resource – not its technology, its economic resources, its history, its military force, not even its freedom; but its children.  Recognizing the importance of childlife, believers ought to be concerned about winning boys and girls to Jesus.

Someone said (with a note of despair in his voice), “Oh, well, boys will be boys.”  But another who heard this remark (with a triumphant ring in his voice) replied, “Yes, but boys will be men!  The men of tomorrow are the boys of today, and what they will become depends in a large measure on what we do for them in helping them to discover spiritual values and to have convictions so that they can apply the truth of God to everyday Christian relationships.”  For every child in the world today who is being taught something about Christianity many dozens of others are being indoctrinated with secularism and humanism.  We can guess what the outcome will be unless the situation is reversed.  It is important that every home be a place where children are won to Christ and taught to follow Him.  Every church should be a school where children are trained in the things of God.  No kind of evangelism is as important as child evangelism.
It has been said that 19 out of 20 young people who get saved come to Christ before they are 25 years old.  After 25, only one in ten thousand is ever converted to Christ.  Suppose the apostle Paul had been converted at 70 instead of 25.  Doubtless there would have been no “Paul” in history.  There was a Matthew Henry (who wrote the useful and helpful commentary most Christians use) because he was converted at 11 and not at 70.  There was Jonathan Edwards because he was converted at eight and not at 80; a Richard Baxter because he was converted at six and not at 60.  How much more the soul is worth that has a lifetime before it than the soul which has little or nothing remaining.  Lambs are worth more than sheep in the realm of souls.  

Griffith John (the dedicated missionary to China in years past) was admitted to church membership at the exceeding early age of eight.  Giving his testimony later, he said, “Had I not taken that step then, I doubt whether I would have ever become a missionary . . . if a member of the body of Christ at all.”  The early years of a child are the formative years with a life to be molded for Christ.  It is then that the child is receptive to the truth.  He must be reached before he becomes hardened by doubts and unbelief.  It was D. L. Moody who said, “It’s a great thing for anyone to take children and train them for God and eternity.  You may set a stream in motion that will flow on after you are dead and gone.”

Let me ask, do you have a definite time in the course of your day when you impart spiritual truth to your child?  Do you read the Bible or Bible stories to him?  Do you pray with him and for him?  Have you ever talked to him about Jesus who died on the Cross for his sins?  Have you ever tried to lead him to Christ?  You may have given him a wonderful home – providing him with good food; you see to it that he has proper medical and dental care; you clothe him well.; you have plans for a good education.  But are you neglecting to provide the needed spiritual training he needs right now, which is more important that anything else?  God says, in Mark 8:36-37, For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?  Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?  It is important that early in his life your child know Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  The Bible says, in Proverbs 22:6, Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.  
Of course, we cannot train our children in the way they should go unless we are going that way ourselves.  Let me ask you, do you know Jesus Christ personally as your Savior from sin?  Have you acknowledged Him as the Lord of your life?  You cannot expect any more of your child than you have experienced yourself.  In all probability: As you are, so will your child be.  It isn’t enough to send him to Sunday school.  He needs to see Jesus Christ in you.

A little boy was helping his father work in the garden.  As the father walked around on the soft earth, his little boy followed close behind, saying, “Look, Daddy, I’m walking in your footsteps.”  Well, your child may be walking in your footsteps.  If the church is a mere convenience for you -- if Christ is a name you think about only an hour or so on Sunday morning -- you can’t expect anymore from your child.  Do you want him to be an atheist?  Will you be satisfied if he turns out to be a criminal?  Well let me be very frank:  The figures prove, if you neglect his spiritual need, you are doing your very best to produce an atheist or a criminal.  Where do criminals come from?  Very often they come from homes where, as children, they were neglected – left to find their own way in life.  The way they chose happened to be the broad road leading to destruction.  Not all criminals come from poor homes.  Many come from homes where there are successful business and professional people.  They have everything a person might want, but Christ is not in the home.  We need to be made aware of the fact that it is in the home where the child is directed onto the road he is apt to follow throughout life. 

Some years ago, J. Edgar Hoover said, “Criminals are homegrown.”  So are law biding, honorable citizens.  Character (good or bad) gets its original set in the home.  Criminal tendencies are mostly picked up outside the home (perhaps on the street) because of a lack of proper teaching in the home.  There is no real substitute for a good home.  
Now you cannot have a really good home unless Christ lives there.  And that means He lives in your heart, and you respect Him as the head of the house, and honor Him – giving time to Him, day by day, for family devotions and worship.  Don’t make your home just a house.  Let it be a little heaven on earth where Christ dwells.

Your greatest need may be to receive Jesus Christ into your life right now.  If you have never received Him, acknowledge Him as your Savior and Lord.  Bow your head, and invite Him to come into your life.  He will come in, for He is ready to come in.  
Father God, I pray that you will burden us for our responsibility as parents to lead our children in Your way – not merely by words, but by example.  I pray that mothers and dads will turn to Christ today and receive Him as Lord of all.  I ask this in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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