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God Understands (Part 1)                              Dr. J. Allen Blair
What do you do when your troubles practically overwhelm you?  I’ll tell you what I do.  I do what 1 Peter 5:7 says:  Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.  I have found that this verse is true because not only does God understand, He always undertakes.

While driving through mountainous country with my family one time, we were admiring the beautiful scenery.   The hills and the mountains were covered with green, the earth was bathed in the golden rays of the glistening sunshine, the hillsides were spotted with many-hued flowers . . . all of nature seemed to be dressed in a gorgeous robe of splendor and beauty.  But, suddenly, the entire scene was changed.  We entered a tunnel.  The warm air changed to chilly dampness.  Were it not for the artificial light, we would have found ourselves in darkness as dense as midnight.  However, after a few moments, we say a gleam of light up ahead which grew clearer and brighter as we advanced.  Our tunnel experience was only for a few brief moments; then many more moments, yea hours, in the beauty of the sunshine.

You see, the Christian travels through life surrounded by the blessings of God – feeling the warmth of His love.  He rejoices in the forgiveness of sins and the peace of God that floods his soul.  He reveals in the assuring presence of his wonderful Lord the joy of his salvation through Jesus Christ.  But, occasionally, there is a change:  He enters a dark tunnel of trouble and grief on his journey homeward to the land of rest.  He feels the chilly atmosphere of despair as darkness shrouds his pathway.  Sometimes he cannot understand why he must go through these trials.  Has God forsaken him?  Has the Lord forgotten to be gracious?  Sometimes he is just about ready to give up.  Then, the gleam of light appears in the distance beckoning onward.  The light of God’s love never fails. No, He never forgets His own.  He loves His child still.  The tunnel experiences are needed to perfect characters and make us strong for God.  Repeatedly, we need to learn the lesson of implicit trust and confidence in the Lord’s guiding hand.  Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth.  God’s chastenings are corrections to conform us more and more unto the glory of Christ, producing in us the peaceable fruit of righteousness.  
Dr. J. Stuart Holden tells of a visit he once made to a factory in the north of England where costly china was being made.  The thing which interested him most was the painting on the finished product.  It had been through many different processes and was taken to the studio for the artist to complete.  He saw the pattern being put on in various colors and noticed that a great deal of black was being used.  Upon inquiring as to why, he was told, “It is black now, but it will be gold when it comes out of the fire.”  Well, this is the way it is in the believer’s life.  What is put on in black is rarely recognized as gold at the time.  Yet, for the true follower of Christ, it always is.  Job said, He knoweth the way that I take when he hath tried me.  I shall come forth as gold.  Job knew all about the darkness and blackness of trial and suffering, but he never forgot his purpose.

As we face the testings of life, the almost universal mistake is to look in instead of up.  We pity ourselves and complain.  Recognizing our own helplessness and weakness, we become discouraged.  The only road to blessing and contentment is that of Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.  You see, nothing is too hard for Him.  If we truly trust Christ, we cannot possibly fail.  It’s wonderful as we realize that the Lord never asks us to do the impossible.  It may seem impossible at the moment, but this is merely a delusion.  What Paul had to say on the subject, you and I may say as well:  I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.  He did not merely say “I can do all things.”  He said, I can do all things through Christ.  This is true.  Whatever the Lord sends, He gives the strength, the wisdom and the grace to do it.  
We are assured from God’s word that if we give the Lord time, He will undertake.  Give Him time, and when the knife is lifted into the air, the ram will be seen trapped in the thicket.  Give Him time, and when Pharaoh’s host is on Israel’s heels, a path through the water’s will suddenly open.  Give Him time, and when the bed of the brook is dry, Elijah shall hear the guiding voice.  The Lord says in Hebrews 13:5, I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.  Have you ever felt as though God had forsaken you?  It would be impossible for Him to do that, for He promises that He never will.

A little girl of nine was telling her mother (with great enthusiasm) how much she liked a certain friend who was past 20 years of her age.  In spite of the difference in ages, there was a deep, warm bond between them.  “Why is it you like her so much?” the mother asked.  “Well, Mother, there are a great many reasons,” was the little girl’s reply.  “But one thing is, she’s the understanding-est person I ever met.”  The older friend had put herself in the nine-year-old’s place, concerning her thoughts.  And then, without talking down to her, made her feel that they two had common interests and could talk together as equals.  Well, you can be sure Christ understands all about your present situation.  Not only does He understand, He can help.  If you are a child of God, I urge you to trust Him.  The Bible says, Have faith in God.  That’s my advice to you today.
Now, if Christ is not your Savior and Lord, do something about this right now.  Trust Him.  Believe Him.  Invite Him into your life with a willingness to follow Him and, I guarantee you, God will do the rest.

Heavenly Father, we pray that You will give us the faith to believe.  May we lean on the everlasting arms and not on our own ingenuity.  May we trust you for all things and believe You for the impossible.  Grant Your strength and Your wisdom.  For those who need You, may they come to You, I ask.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
Glad Tidings, PO Box 18824, Charlotte, NC 28218-0824

