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God Can Change Things (Part 2)                  Dr. J. Allen Blair
Do you happen to be weighed down by a heavy burden you are finding almost too heavy to bear?  Well, let me tell you, it’s not the load that breaks you down; it’s the way you carry it.  If you are trying to carry it alone, I can understand your misery.  But if you have turned your care over to the Lord Jesus Christ, you will make it.

It is said that one time Martin Luther (the spiritual giant of the Reformation) was very discouraged.  He locked himself in a room and would not take food or drink.  Pitiful cries and groanings could be heard from the room.  Finally, his wife dressed herself in black and knocked at the door.  At first, he refused to open it; but, finally (upon her insistence), he unlocked the door.  
She came into the room with a very solemn, sad expression on her face.  “Martin,” she said, “have you heard the bad news.”  
He looked at her, and trepidation and fear gripped his heart as he saw her black mourning garments.  “No,” he replied, “why?  what’s wrong?  Why are you all-dressed in black?  Who has died?”

“God is dead, and no longer sits on the throne of heaven,” she replied.  

“God is dead?” exclaimed Martin Luther in amazement.  “Of course God is not dead!  Praise God!  He lives and His Son, Jesus Christ, everliveth to make intercession for us.”  He then said to his wife, “Let us praise and thank God for His goodness and mercy to us.”  With that, he smiled, and asked for something to eat.  

Child of God, are you weary, burdened and discouraged?  Feeling that life is not worth living?  Look up.  God is still on the throne.  He is the same yesterday, and today, and forever.  Take all your burdens and cares to Him; as He says, Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.  

Perhaps your greatest worry is the future.  Many Christians live in fear of what may come tomorrow.  Why not take God at His word?  He says, in Matthew 6:34, Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself.  Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.    Now, you may be sure that the mighty God of yesterday and today will also be the God of tomorrow.  Live a day at a time.  Leave the future with the Lord.  If we were to pile 365 panes of transparent glass one upon the other and try to look through them, what would we see?  -- Nothing but darkness and blackness.  Well, take one pane off the pile.  Look through it.  What do you see?  -- Why you see everything that’s in sight.  If each morning we were to take from off “the pile of the days” the one which comes first, and trust the Lord fully for that day, we should have nothing to fear.  
Britain’s noted Mr. Gladstone had 40 years on the wall of his bedroom with this text:  Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee.  These were the first words on which the great statesman’s eyes opened every morning and they were one of the sources of his calm strength.  
Well, suppose all of us were to take this great truth to heart every morning of our lives and practice it throughout each day. There would be no end to the blessing.  And, yet, this is precisely what God wants us to do.  Anything less than this is a failure to obey.  We read in Psalm 62:8, Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before him.  God is a refuge for us.  The best of men, you see, are only men at their best.  But Christ is infinitely more.  If he is Lord of the life, one may rest in the certainty of His marvelous provision. Even though the future may seem confusing, remember:  He is the God of the future.  
Before me is a future all unknown -- a path untrod;
Beside me is a friend, well-loved and known -- that friend is God;  
Before me lies a new and unseen way, ‘midst shadows dim;
Beside me is my Guide and, day by day, I’ll walk with Him.
Say, are you a friend of God?  Is God your friend?  Without Him, life is pretty empty.  You probably have found that out.  It may be that God is permitting you to go through a dark valley of suffering or adversity at this very moment that you might look up and find the Lord Jesus Christ as the friend that sticketh closer than a brother.  Maybe you’re in the hospital facing surgery.  The future seems so uncertain.  Trust in Christ for salvation and the future will be secure, for He is the God of the future.  Now God may simply being using surgery as a means of speaking to you.  Do not miss His message of love and salvation.

A business man in Philadelphia was heard to say that he didn’t think one could learn much about God until he had been knocked down by adversity or hardship.  Pointing to a map of a mining region in Colorado where he had sunk thousands upon thousands of dollars, he said, “That was the way by which I came to know God.  Now I am almost indifferent as to whether the mine succeeds or fails.  As a matter of fact,” he said, “it looks hopeful.  But through that experience I have learned to know God in such a sweet and intimate way that it has made money seem very small to me.”  Well many of us could give a similar testimony.  We were living for self in this world.  Then, the calamity came.  Weak and helpless, we turned to the Lord Jesus and He has never failed us since.  But, doubtless, I’m speaking to some who have not yet come to Him.  Why not give Him a chance to show you what He can do?  There is always power to face any affliction or sorrow if you face it with Jesus.  When you face your trials with Him, you may expect miracles for He is a God of miracles.
A certain engineering firm advertised in these words, “Got any rivers you think are uncrossable?  God any mountains you can’t tunnel through?  We specialize in the wholly impossible.  We do the things that no one else can do.”  Of course, much of this would not be possible by any engineering company.   It makes for attractive advertising, but beyond that it means very little.  Only God specializes in the wholly impossible, for He is the God of all.  For this reason, we can trust Him without fear.  He is the unfailing God who loves us with an everlasting love.  The question is, do we love Him?  Do you love Him enough to believe Him for the future, or are you going to allow your worry to bury you in defeat?

Maybe the God I am talking about is not your God.  You cannot say, The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.   You can settle things, dear friend, right now.  I hope you will by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ.  You can be saved at this very moment.  
Father God, I pray for every heavy heart listening to me today.  May these dear friends reach out to Jesus by faith and cry out, “I will believe!  I do believe in Christ as my Lord.”  Meet them in their need.  Alleviate their suffering.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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