(Tape No. 268)

The Source Book for Happiness                    Dr. J. Allen Blair
Before you went to work this morning or before you got involved in your routine duties, how much time did you spend in the word of God?  Now, I’m not a clairvoyant, but if you answer that question for me, I think I could tell you something about your love for the Lord, for Christ and the Bible-reading are strongly related.

Have you ever thought that you would like to spend more time reading and studying the Bible, but for some reason you just couldn’t squeeze it in?  It seemed like your program was so full there was so many things to be done.  Is it not true that it all comes down to putting first things first?  Naturally, there will be little time left if we do not perform the most important task first, right?  It certainly is.

One time, a noted concert artist was asked the secret of her success as a violinist.  She made a most striking reply.  “The secret of my success is planned neglect.”  She explained that when she first started studying violin, there were many things that demanded her time and attention.  After she had taken care of all such matters, then she would turn to her music and practice when she had time and opportunity.  But with this system, she realized she was getting no where fast.  She was on the road to being a first-class failure.  One day, she made a decision.  She determined to reverse the whole procedure and, in her own words, she said, “I deliberately planned to neglect everything else until my practice period was completed.  That program of “planned neglect” accounts for my success.”

Well, surely, we can use some planned neglect in an effort to make a success of the Christian life.  In our daily routine, let us neglect everything else until we first of all go to God’s word and strengthen ourselves in the truth.  I’ve had some people tell me they do not read the Bible because there are so many passages they can’t understand.  Why I’ve found, in my own Bible reading, that it isn’t the passage I can’t understand that bother me so much as the those I do understand.  You see, the moment I begin to read the Bible, the Bible begins to read me.  It convicts me of sin and reminds me of my many shortcomings before God.  There is no such thing in the Bible as an abstract proposition.  Everything in the Bible is meant to be turned into life.  The word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  As we study the word of God, we find that it speaks to us and challenges us to move toward the kind of life that pleases and honors Jesus Christ.
When we neglect to spend time in the word, it’s easier to live for ourselves in the flesh.  We then become an easy prey for the enemy and find ourselves tempted sore while living in lives of defeat and uselessness.  One of the best ways I have found to read and study the Bible is to try to change what we read into immediate action.  Accept the Bible as a book of light, not merely a book of nice sayings.  Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, James tells us.  
I heard of the man who walked many miles to tell a missionary that he had memorized the Beatitudes.  After listening to him recite them perfectly, the missionary said, “Now, put them into practice.”  Well, that’s the way I learned them, replied the man.  I found myself unable to commit all these verses to memory at once, so I learned one verse at a time and lived it before my neighbors for a while.  Then I learned and lived the next verse and so on, until I had memorized all the Beatitudes by living them all.  Well this is the way the Bible should be read, isn’t it?  

The great tragedy of our day is that we have so many who would be Bible scholars, but so few who really live the Bible.  This was Jesus’ criticism of the religious leaders of His day, you will remember.  He was approached by a group of the Sadducees who were probably the most intellectual class among the Jews in His time.   They put a question to Him, seeking to trap Him in His answer.  Jesus replied, You are in error, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.  Well this was as much as to tell a farmer that he knows nothing about wheat; to tell a mother of ten children that she knows nothing about babies; to tell a lawyer that he knows nothing about law.  Jesus told the men who had spent their lives studying the Scriptures that their difficulties lay in the fact that they did not know the subject that was their chief vocation.  
The Sadducees could tell you almost anything you wanted to know about the Old Testament.  They could correctly trace the genealogical lines of the priests, the kings, the sons of Noah, or anyone else; but, nevertheless, they were ignorant of the Scriptures.  They knew the mechanics of the Old Testament, but they did not know the simple plan of God.  
Many thousands of church members are in the same predicament today.  They know much about the Bible, but they don’t know the real purpose of God as revealed in the Bible.  They know very little of a life of victory through Christ and the blessing of such a life.  Some do not even know the way of salvation.  The Bible is an inspired book given to us through holy men of God, that we might find our way to the Lord through Jesus Christ God’s Beloved Son.

Now, if you are a believer in Christ, I hope you are taking the time you should to read God’s word on a daily basis.  If not, take time.  Meet God in His word, preferably, each morning of your life.  Now if you have never yet come to Christ, you need to come to Him first because the Bible won’t mean much to you until you come to Christ.  The first step in reading the Bible is to let Jesus Christ come into your life.  Until He comes in, the Bible will be a closed book.  You’ll have no interest or no understanding of it.  Jesus said, . . . without me ye can do nothing.  Well, this refers to Bible reading too.  You need the Author of the Bible to help you to understand the Bible.  So I urge you, if you never have, to take Christ into your life right now.  

I thank You for the Bible, Heavenly Father.  It changed my life many years ago.  And I pray that it will change many more lives today, as people read of the Son of God who came to seek and to save the lost.  I pray in His Holy Name.  Amen.
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