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      Keeping First Things First                                  Dr. J. Allen Blair
It has been said that the surest way to establish credit is to work so hard you don’t need it.  Well, that’s good advice.  But when it comes to “finances” I think there are some other things that are of extreme importance, mainly:  knowing the Lord in our lives personally.  He is the best provider I know because He actually owns it all.

Someone has said that North Americans have so many possessions that they have to carry them in trailers behind family autos, sports cars, campers, pick-up trucks, and vans.  But you have never seen a trailer behind a hearse, have you?  No one can take his possessions beyond the grave.  There is a biblical principal involved in this quote, for we read (in 1 Timothy 6:7) For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain that we can carry nothing out.  

Every one of us was born empty-handed, and we shall die the same way.  Irrespective of what we possess while living, we leave it all at death.  It is said that when Alexander the Great was upon his death bed he commanded that when he was carried forth to the grave that his hands should not be wrapped (as was the custom), but they should be left outside the coffin so that everyone might see that they were empty.  For he who was born to one empire and conquered another -- who possessed two worlds while he lived (the east and the west, and all the treasures of both) -- when he died could not retain even the smallest portion of those treasures.  In other words, Alexander the Great and the poorest beggar – at death – were on equal terms.
All of this adds up to one thing and that is:  the wise use of money while we are living.  There are scores of verses in the Bible that advocate discretion in whatever God entrusts to our care.  But, in my thinking, the words of Christ found in Matthew 6:19-21 say it most conclusively.  Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.   What are we told here?  -- The message is clear and plain.  Live and invest in the right life.  Our few years on this earth end very quickly, but there is eternity to be faced.  What we do for ourselves will fade away with us; but what we do for God will abide for eternity.  

You see, we need to make investments where they will last and get involved in those works and organizations that are reaching the lost and strengthening the saints for Christ.  Only these can provide a lasting investment.  I read in 2 Peter 3:9 that God is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.  If you are in the family of God (having been born anew through the working of the Holy Spirit within) this should be your earnest desire as well.  If it is, you are giving sacrificially to the work of God.  Now I understand all about inflation.  Who of us does not?  Many of us are probably under more financial pressure at the present than we have ever been before.  It’s like the man who asked his friend, “How do you spend your income?”  The other replied, “Well, let’s see . . . About 30% for rent, 30% for clothing, 40% for food, and 20% for amusement.”  Well the other replied, “Well, that adds up to 120%.”  “That’s right,” said the man, “that’s how I spend my income.”  
Well there are many like that man in our day who are quite familiar with this.  They are spending more money than they are receiving.  With credit cards and easy credit plans, they are up to their ears in debt.  Somebody has said, “People are buying a lot of things they don’t need with a lot of money they don’t have to impress a lot of people they don’t like.”  That might be funny if it were not the fact that it is so true.

All of us need to realize the right use of money.  This begins with a right relationship to God.  When we know the Lord, we can depend on the Lord to help us with our finances because He has given the marvelous promise in Philippians 4:19 that my God shall supply all your need according to his riches and glory by Christ Jesus.  Of course, our need does not necessarily mean luxuries.  Sometimes God is pleased to bless us beyond our needs, but basically He says “if you belong to me and I have the place I should have in your life, you can trust me for the necessities of life.”  Well, I can say honestly, in more than 50 years of married life God has done this for us and much more.  I know scores of other Christians who can give the same testimony.  God keeps His word.  And when we trust Him, He never fails.  This is why it is so important for every one to receive Christ as Lord and then, day by day, follow Him and obey Him.

It is wonderful to see what God does for His people.  My dear friend, do you know the Lord?  If you don’t, now is the time to turn to Him.  For one of these days you will bid farewell to this life and along with it your loved ones and whatever possessions you have.  You will stand alone before God.  Your material possessions, however many, will be meaningless.  The important question at this moment is: Are you ready to meet God.  Now is the time to get ready – while you are living, not after you die.  You begin by realizing that you are a sinner.  Then you appropriate the great truth that Christ died for your sins, and rose again.  I urge you to make this most important decision in life, if you don’t know Christ right now.  Do it, dear friend!  Receive the Lord.  Decide for Him, so you will be prepared for death.  It is not money that can prepare you.  It is Jesus Christ.  
In New York City, a mission called “God’s Lighthouse” had been operating for more than 20 years.  Its purpose was to take care of seamen who came in from other lands and had nowhere else to go.  No charge was made for food and shelter.  Many sailors attended religious services and found the Lord while waiting for their ships to depart.  A wealthy building contractor planned to have the building torn down so that he could build more apartment houses and make more money.  The director of the mission met with the man, and asked, “Do you think it would be right to close our doors so that you can make more money?”  The contractor intimated that if the mission did not cooperate in this venture, ways could be found to close the doors.  “Well, if you force us to close up,” said the sincere servant of Christ, “you will have to deal with Almighty God in this matter.”  The contractor became angry, and said, “Leave God out of this.  This is business.”  One week later, the contractor lost his life on an American Airlines jet that went down in the East River.  It’s sorrowful to see people putting money before God.

For some people, money is their god – but this god will perish.  Jesus Christ is without beginning and without ending.  Those who put their faith and trust in Him will never be disappointed.  I say again: If you don’t know Him, receive Him into your life by faith.  Tell Him you are sorry for your sins and that you want to become a child of God.  He will hear you and He will receive you.  Now, if you are a believer, I urge you to be sure you’re putting Jesus first in everything.  Keep your eyes fixed on Him.  Walk by faith, and not by sight.  Believe Him for every thing.  Maybe the way is difficult for you.  God understands that.  You may be out of work, with no prospects for a job.  Draw your family together and pray.  Believingly, God answers prayer.  And there is always a way with God.
Our Father, I bear up to you many of your people who are feeling the squeeze of the days in which we are living.  May they not falter, but believe You.  With confidence, may we say with Your servant, Though he slay me, yet will I trust him.  Deliver us from fear and doubt that we may honestly believe.  For those in our audience who need You, I pray that they will come to You through Jesus our Lord in whose Wonderful Name I pray.  Amen.
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