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   Prove Your Faith                                       Dr. J. Allen Blair
I heard it said, recently, that probably 80 percent of the people who attend church on Sunday morning have never really been saved.  Yet, frequently, the sermon would suggest that everyone in the audience is a Christian.  Well, the people who attend church may look nice and dress nicely but that doesn’t prove their salvation, does it?  Jesus had some people like this in His audience when He spoke.  He said, This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.  Well, this same attitude is still with us.  

One of the predominant truths in the word of God is salvation by grace.  From the book of Genesis through the book of the Revelation, the Bible makes it clear that there is no way to be saved other than by God’s grace.  In fact, if you look on the closing page of the Bible, the last verse found in Revelation 22:21, you will read, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all, Amen.  This is the way the Bible closes as it presents again the theme of God’s marvelous grace.  Grace is the opposite of works.  No one can earn salvation by his own good works.  This is a hard lesson for many people to learn.  Tell them they can earn salvation by digging a ditch around the world, and they will start at once and labor and toil all life long.  But tell them they can only have salvation by “asking, receiving, and believing,” and they will not accept it.  But God says, in Matthew 18:3, Verily I say unto you, except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.  
Now what does this mean?  -- You know how a little child trusts his parents: he doesn’t worry about anything; he relies on his father and mother with the assurance that they will undertake for all his needs.  He trusts his parents completely.  That’s what it means to be converted.  We trust Christ for everything.  We realize that what He did on the Cross was for us.  We accept this great fact by faith and believe on Him as our Savior and Lord.

Is this all we must do to be saved?  Can we believe on Christ and then go out and do anything we want to do?  Yes, we may do anything we may want to do.  But the moment we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, if we are sincere, God gives us a new set of “wants.”  We shall no longer want some of the things we used to want.  Sin will become distasteful.  If we are truly and soundly converted, we may do anything we want but our desire will be to please God.  

Salvation is a miracle whereby the believer becomes a new person in Christ.  It isn’t a case of patching us up or making us over.  It is a new birth.  That is what Jesus said.  It isn’t putting this out of my life or putting that out of my life.  It is receiving Christ and then He crowds out all the things that displease Him as He moves into my life and takes control.  Thus, I have power over temptation and I can walk with God.

When a person becomes a Christian, there is a sense in which the job is completed and another sense in which it has just begun.  When we believe on Christ we are saved.  We shall be no more saved ten years from now than we are at this moment.  But following conversion, we are babes in Christ and need to grow.  Thus God says, in 2 Peter 3:18, grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Growth is very, very important for new Christians.  Most people love babies, but if a little baby doesn’t grow, we know something is wrong.  Well this is also true of the child of God.  Now how do we grow?  Well, we feed on God’s word each day.  We let the Lord speak to us from the Bible.  We take time to read it.  Also, we take time to cast all of our burdens on the Lord in prayer.  Further, we witness to others about Christ.  These are some of the positive things we do.  Looking at it from the negative viewpoint, there are some places we should refrain from going because if we go to these places, we shall walk right into the midst of temptation.  It would be impossible to pray to God, Lead us not into temptation, if we walk into it.  We need to be very careful about worldly relationships.  

God says, in James 4:4, Know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God?  The world does not love God.  The world despises God.  Anything that turns our thoughts away from the Lord and righteousness in Him is of the world.  From this we should abstain.  We cannot get strong in the things of the Lord by drawing on the things of the world.  
For example, let us imagine that we are standing at the trunk of a huge tree:
We look up, and we notice that the tree is towering far into the sky; the top is swaying gently in the breeze . . . Is it not true that we can only see a part of that tree?   . . . underneath the ground there are huge roots running in every direction . . . giving support to the tree; but, more than that, the roots are drawing out of the soil the life-giving and sustaining elements that keep the tree alive.  
With that thought in mind, let me read several verses of Scripture found in Colossians 2:6-7.  As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him;  Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.  Now if you have received Christ, God says you are to walk in him.  And then the next word we read is rooted:  You and I, who are in Christ like the trees, need roots whereby we may draw on the life-giving and sustaining elements that will enable us to grow in Christ.  We are to be rooted in Christ, not in the world, not in pleasures, not in sin; but rooted in Christ.  As we do those things that please Him and honor Him, we shall draw upon Him in such a manner that we shall grow in grace.  
Now have you ever known of anyone making a profession of Christ but later falling by the wayside?  Sure you have.  Well, how do you account for this?  Well, I believe there are two reasons:  First, maybe they were never really converted.  They may have been like the stony heart hearer our Savior spoke about in Mark 4:5-6.  In the parable of the Sower, He said, Some fell on stony ground, and because it had no root it withered away.  This is the spurious convert who, under the emotional excitement of a meeting or of a personal emergency grasps eagerly for some help or comfort from the Scriptures.  He does not do this out of true repentance toward God, but for his own selfishness.  He does not have the necessary roots of saving faith that penetrate deeply into the eternal resources of grace.  Perhaps the novelty of the truth presented appealed to him (the preacher may have been a “spell-binder”), or his own emotional state of mind may have pre-disposed him to make a quick but superficial response.  Yet whatever the cause, his heart was stirred but not surrendered.  
On the other hand, he may have been saved but failed to grow in grace – remaining as a babe in Christ, he staggered under adversity and trial and fell.  This is why God tells us in 1 Peter 2:2, As new born babes, desire the sincere milk of the word that ye may grow thereby.  
Are you growing in the Lord?  Do you really know the Lord?  If not, take Him into your life right now so there will be no doubts about your salvation.  Prove your faith by living a holy and dedicated life.  

Father, I thank You for Your great salvation through Jesus Christ.  Help us to be ever grateful for this wonderful provision You have made for us.  May those of us who are saved get strong in the Lord and mature in the faith.  And, for those who need Christ, may they turn to Him right now, I pray.  For I ask in His Name.  Amen.
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