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       Security in Spite of Trouble                               Dr. J. Allen Blair
Some people feel that if it were not for their present difficulty they would have security, but that isn’t true.  Security is only realized when we have God’s Presence.  You could have a life free of all difficulty (at least temporarily), but that would offer little by way of security.  Security is found in the Creator-God who made you.

Everybody has troubles, young as well as old; rich as well as poor.  We don’t go very far in life without meeting calamities that almost overwhelm us, at times.  What do you do when troubles confront you?  Well, usually we do one of three things:  (1) Some there are who complain.  They tell everybody about their troubles as they look for pity.  Sometimes those who must listen to these chronic complainers have more troubles than those who do the complaining.  (2) Sometimes people collapse when trouble strikes.  It is just too much for them.  Their minds can’t stand it.  They go all to pieces.  Maybe they end up in a hospital or an institution of some kind.  (3) But there are also those who commit their troubles to God.  These are the really happy people.  They don’t simply endure their burdens until they are bogged down and finally collapse.  They don’t run here and there complaining as though they were worse off than anybody else in the world.  They commit their troubles to God, and by faith they turn them all over to Him.  That’s what He tells us to do in 1 Peter 5:7 – Casting all your care upon him, for he careth for you.
Years ago, there was a preacher by the name of Luther Bridges.  He lived in the days when they didn’t have the communication and transportation facilities you and I enjoy.  He had been out on an evangelistic crusade and, upon returning home, he received the greatest shock of his life.  His lovely home with all of his belongings had burned to the ground with the loss of his entire family.  His heart was crushed with sorrow.  But Luther Bridges had a reliant-faith that knew how to take hold of God’s promises.  He learned through much hardship to commit his troubles to God.  Though he was shaken deeply by the shock of this tragedy, he practiced the secret he had learned down through the years.  He turned this sorrowful and distressing burden over to the Lord.  
Not long after his tragic loss, Mr. Bridges wrote a hymn entitled “He Keeps Me Singing.”  If you have ever been to Sunday school or church, I am sure (at some time) you must have sung this gospel hymn.  Listen to the words:

There’s within my heart a melody
Jesus whispers sweet and low,
Fear not, I am with thee, peace, be still,
In all of life’s ebb and flow.
Chorus:

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus,
Sweetest Name I know,

Fills my every longing,

Keeps me singing as I go.

And then he wrote in the fourth and fifth stanzas:

Though sometimes He leads through waters deep,

Trials fall across the way,
Though sometimes the path seems rough and steep, 
See His footsteps all the way.

Soon He’s coming back to welcome me, 
Far beyond the starry sky;
I shall wing my flight to worlds unknown,

I shall reign with Him on high.

That’s a wonderful hope to have, isn’t it?  What a privilege to be able to turn the whole burden over to God.  That’s what He wants each one of us to do.  He says in His word (in Psalm 55:22), Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee: he shall never suffer the righteous to be moved.  Who are the righteous?  Are they the people who go to church every Sunday? Those who don’t do this and don’t do that?  -- Possibly, but not necessarily so.  A righteous person is one who has invited the Lord Jesus Christ to come into his life to take complete control.   In ourselves, without the Lord, we have no righteousness.  God tells us, in Isaiah 64:6, we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.  That’s certainly not a very pretty picture, is it?  The Bible tells us it is Christ who makes us righteous.  If we’re righteous in Christ, we have the privilege of committing all our problems and cares to Him.  Those who don’t know Him have to bear their burdens themselves, and often times this means collapse.  It adds sorrow to sorrow and creates greater problems.

Well, how about you?  Do you know the secret of trusting the Lord Jesus Christ?  Do you know how to turn everything over to Him?  Trust in yourself, and you are doomed to disappointment.  Trust in your friends, and soon they will die and leave you.  Trust in your money, and it may be taken from you.  Trust in your reputation, and some slanderous tongue may blast it.  But trust in God, and you will never be confounded in time or eternity.  
The Christ road is really the only happy road in life, with the glorious assurance of spending eternity with the Lord.  The stark tragedy of it all is that many people are just too busy to think about God.  The Lord has no place in their program whatsoever.  He is the forgotten friend.

I heard a preacher tell of a man and wife who attended meetings he was conducting.  The preacher learned that the wife was an earnest and devout Christian.  The husband was a prominent judge in the community, but had little time for God.  Well, the preacher tried to talk to this man about Christ, but the judge simply laughed, and said, “Say, what do you think the boys at the lodge would think if I were to tell them I got converted?”  Well, the preacher tried to show him that it was more important to consider what God thought than what people thought.  The judge became somewhat indignant and refused to attend any more of the meetings.  Well, a year later, the preacher was invited back to conduct another series of meetings in the same church and, at the close of the first service, he talked with the wife of this judge who had been in the meeting in the previous year.  He inquired as to the welfare of her husband.  With a look of remorse, she replied, “We buried him a few months ago, and what a horrible death it was: for an entire day (just before he expired) he laid in his bed and shouted constantly, “God, be merciful to me a sinner!  God, be merciful to me a sinner!”  We tried to console him as we endeavored to tell him that God would be merciful, that Christ died for his sins, and that all he needed to do was to invite Christ into his life.  But it appeared that he heard nothing we had to say, and just kept shouting, “God, be merciful to me a sinner!” 

Why are people like that?  God is so good to all of us.  He has done so much for us.  He has provided all the necessities of life.  He has showered most of us with far more than we deserve.  And, yet, so many people give no time or thought to Him whatsoever.  You know, some people wouldn’t treat their dog the way they treat God.  He sent His Son, the Lord Jesus, to die for our sins on the Cross.  Think of the price for your sins and mind.  He did it all for us.  And all we have to do to be saved is to repent and receive Christ as Savior and Lord.  Have you ever told God you wanted to be saved?  Have you ever come to Him and said, “Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  I want to receive Christ.  I know He died for my sins, and at this very moment I claim Him as my Savior and Lord.”  Do it, right now, if you never have – and God will meet you wherever you are.  
Our Heavenly Father, I thank You for the wonderful provision You have made for our sins.  I thank You that the Lord Jesus paid the entire price so that all we need to do is to receive this wonderful gift of eternal life by receiving Christ.  I pray that many will receive Him at this moment.  For I ask in His Name.  Amen.
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