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Broken For God                                  Dr. J. Allen Blair
As believers in Christ, we are either controlled by self or God.  Under God’s control, we seek not our will but God’s will.  We follow no plan but His plan.  We have no concerns but His concerns.  This is known as the God-controlled life which is the blessed life.  It is the privilege of every true child of God to enjoy this kind of life.  It is experienced by a full commitment to Jesus Christ.
In Romans 12:2, the apostle Paul exhorts every true believer to follow the Lord in a life of full and complete surrender.  Listen to his words:  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  Christians are either conformed to this world and wasting their lives building on wood, hay, and stubble; or they are transformed by the renewing of their mind . . . and walking in the perfect will of God.  The transformed life is a fruitful and a blessed life.  It is a God-controlled life.  Self having been crucified with Christ, the Lord Jesus has the preeminence.  What a tremendous need there is for transformed Christians in our day.  Many are mastered by the flesh, not knowing the fulness of the power of God.  Either our life is surrendered to the control of Jesus Christ completely, or Christ is merely a convenience to us.  Are you a Christian simply because of the advantages you receive from God?  Such an experience is selfishness in its finality.  We should be followers of the Lord for the supreme purpose of serving and honoring Him.  Such a life is not without its costs.  It means that our own selfish wills must be broken and His blessed will must be preeminent.

Take note, as you read God’s word, how frequently there must be a breaking up process before there is blessing.  We are told three times (concerning the five loaves which Jesus used to feed the 5,000) that he blessed, and brake [the loaves], and gave them to his disciples, and the disciples to the multitudes.  (Matthew 14:19.)  “Blessed” and “brake.”  Blessing means braking.  God never smiles on a field as when it is plowed deep.  God never reigns righteousness upon a life in fullness until it is broken up, broken deep.

In Hosea 10:12, we read, Break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the LORD.  Would you be useful to God?  Would you be usable by the Lord?  Then let Him break your stubborn will.  Let Him plow deep, that your life may be His possession wholly.  For I say, again, as long as we are filled with self-will and its fleshly ambitions we shall be wholly ineffectual for God.  We need to be broken.  

The pitchers that Gideon used to free Israel from the Midianites were all broken.  Whole pitchers would not let the light shine that was inside.  If God wants the pitchers of our lives to be broken, then let’s offer them to Him completely that the light of the world may shine through us brightly. 
 Recall the sacrificial lambs of the Old Testament.  Before they were sacrificed, they had to die.  Only as they were killed were they able to fulfill their purpose.  They, of course, represented the coming Lamb of God whose blood would take away our sins.  
In order that God might work through Moses and use him as the deliverer of his people, Moses had to be broken.  Even though he was well-taught in all the knowledge of the Egyptians, he had to be stripped of himself and all that catered to the flesh.  After God dealt with him his wealth was gone; his honor was gone; his pride was gone; his friends were gone; his ambition was laid in the dust.  Moses had been broken; and, in such a state, he became a mighty instrument in the hand of God.  

Then there was Elisha (the son of Shaphat) who had been a successful farmer, plowing his plantation with 12 yoke of oxen; but it was all broken when God called Elisha to be His prophet.  Elisha killed the oxen for sacrifices, and burned the plow and yoke for fuel, and left all.  His past life was broken and gone.  Why? – That he might be used of God.  He was not conformed, but transformed by the mighty power of God.  
The Lord Jesus broke up their fishing business when He called James, John and Andrew to preach.  It was “Good-bye” to the nets; “Good-bye” to profit; “Good-bye” to father and the ship, in order that they might become fishermen for the souls of men.  

Matthew was sitting at the receipt of customs.  This rich publican was making money hand over fist; but when Jesus came by, and said, Follow me, his income was broken up.  He was broken away from friends and his greedy occupation.  

The slave girl healed of her demon (in Acts 16) lost her power to tell fortunes, and God broke up the money-making business of her masters when He transformed the life of the slave girl.  
When the legions of devils were cast out of the poor maniac of Gedarenes, our Lord just about broke up the hog business on that country-side.  It cost 2,000 hogs (drowned in the sea) to put the poor, deranged sinner back into his right mind.  Because of the mighty miracle he was able to return, happy-hearted and glad, back to his kindred and friends.  
How foolish some of us are to think that we can experience the mighty power of God in any way without the breaking up process!  It is impossible to have blessing and fruitfulness without sacrifice and cost.  Our ease must be broken.  We are too self-complacent.  Most of us are satisfied with ourselves, our families, our churches.  Little do we realize how backslidden we really are.  We see a few results – perhaps, now and then, someone will come to Christ through our efforts --but, O what God could do; what He desires to do, through us.  He longs to produce a mighty work, but we must be broken.  Child of God, be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God for your life.  Yield your heart and life to the Lord’s control.  Let Him be more than a Savior to you.  Let Him be your Lord, your Master, directing in every area of your life. 

Perhaps God has brought you to a time of suffering, of sorrow, that you might realize that your help is in the Name of the Lord – not in yourself.  Let Him have His perfect way.  And, should you not be a believer, I urge you to turn to Christ at this very moment.  Repent of your sins and invite the Lord Jesus Christ to come into your life.  Let Him change your life and save you for all eternity.

Our Blessed Lord, I thank You for the privilege that is ours in Christ to be children of God.  Grand that we shall not live for ourselves, but at this moment may we, anew and afresh, dedicate ourselves to your control.  Break us Lord.  Break up the fallow ground that we may produce good fruit for Jesus Christ.  I ask this in His Name.  Amen.
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