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Grasp the Opportunities                             Dr. J. Allen Blair
God’s servant Philip was doing a great work for the Lord in Samaria.  But, through an angel, he was directed to go to the desert in the South where he saw a man of great authority sitting in his chariot reading the prophecy of Isaiah.  The Spirit of the Lord led Philip to go and witness to this man – which he did, and won him to Christ.  How many times has God led us to go to someone who needed the Lord, but we failed to go?  We made a sorrowful mistake.  

I have learned that God never does anything half-way.  A deaf man with a speech impediment was brought to Christ.  The Savior took him aside from the multitude, and touching his ears and mouth, said, Be open.  And, according to the Bible record, the string of his tongue was loosed, and he spake plain.  Small wonder, then, that the multitudes were beyond measure astonished saying (of Jesus), He hath done all things well:  he maketh both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak.  God’s desire for believers is that they be whole and complete.  It is not enough to hear.  He wants us to speak also.  There are some people who revel in the word of God.  They study it.  They analyze it.  They delve into the doctrines and prophecies deeply.  They go to Bible conferences and listen to preaching and rejoice that they can feed upon God’s word.  But there is one weakness:  They hear but they do not speak.  They make no effort to pass on to others what they have learned.  They simply take the truths of God for their own enjoyment and spiritual pleasure.  

This is a selfish approach to the things of God.  To merely take them for ourselves without regard for those around us who need to hear the Gospel.  In Psalm 107:2, God says, Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy.  I am convinced that if all of the redeemed of the Lord were to really speak out for Christ – giving testimony, here and there – the world could be reached for the Savior within this generation.  Praise the Lord for faithful saints who are not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ.  Without reservation and fear, they are boldly proclaiming the Name of the Lord Jesus.

Some years ago, when I lived in New York City, I met Conrad Jentzen – a big, burly, 230- pound, six-foot-one-inch tall witness for Christ.  Mr. Jentzen was a crack pistol shot on the New York police force.  He performed his duties faithfully in one of the City’s toughest neighborhoods --not only with a strong arm, but also with spiritual power.  The Bible was his handbook.  It was a common sight to see Jentzen kneeling in prayer with a pair of teenage boys.  “The Gospel is the only real answer for any situation,” Jentzen would say. “What most of these people need,” he commented in an interview, “is a little love and attention.”   He proved this in the 23rd precinct which embraced Manhattan’s East Harlem.  Jentzen would say, “I try to discharge my duties first as a Christian. I don’t believe the answer is in new houses and new playgrounds, but in new natures.  They can be changed and only the Gospel can change them.  The Gospel of Christ can change anybody.”  
Conrad Jentzen, like the apostle Paul, was able to say, I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.  Christians have a powerful message to proclaim.  It is the Gospel of salvation through Christ.  Why don’t we speak up for the Savior?  If we have really met the Lord and know Him, why don’t we tell others about Him?  Are we ashamed of Christ who left Heaven’s glory to come to earth’s shame?  Are we fearful to talk about Him who was bold for us?  Are we cowards, failing to stand for Him who gave His life for us?  So often, we are fearful of what people might think or say about us.  What does it matter?  Is it not far more important to consider what God thinks about us?  Our citizenship is in Heaven, if we have been born again.  We are on this earth to be Christ’s representatives. 
Clive Taylor, while working in Washington, told of attending a reception of the State Department and watching the ambassadors from the different countries parade in.  Dr. Taylor said, “You never find any of these ambassadors suffering from too much humility.”  Then, he went on to say, “But do you know what disturbs me?  -- When I meet Christians who represent the Lord Jesus Christ . . . it is a ‘military secret!’  Why should we ever be embarrassed to say, ‘I am an ambassador for the Lord Jesus Christ’?  In my job in Washington, D.C., that language is understood, and appreciated, and never looked down upon.  I have never had any derogatory remarks made in Washington because of my testimony of faith in Jesus Christ.”  
What are we afraid of?  We are ambassadors for Christ.  Examine the fifth chapter of 2 Corinthians.  In verse 20, you will read, Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.  If you have believed on the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, you are divinely appointed to be Christ’s ambassador.  Are you grasping the opportunities to speak up for the Savior?  Consider the many open doors God sets before us each day.  Why don’t we take hold of these opportunities and speak up for Christ?  We can enclose Gospel tracts in our packages and letters.  Time is short.  What we do, we must do quickly.  Millions are perishing without the Redeemer.  How will they hear if you and I do not speak for Him who gave His all for us?  So often, we are bold to speak for Christ in church, but our teaching and preaching in church would be far more effective if we were to speak for Christ out in the highways and byways of life to those who never go to church.
It was Henry Ward Beecher who said, one time, “If you can’t be a Christian in the place where you are, you can’t be a Christian in any place.”  Some people appear to be a Christian only when they go into the house of God.  No one would know they belong to Him during the rest of the week because they never speak about Him.  Are you a silent Christian?  Don’t be ashamed of Christ.  Tell your neighbors.  Tell your friends about Him.  Tell you loved ones about the Savior who loves them and died for them that they might be saved and have everlasting life.  

Several years ago, Moody Monthly published a true story entitled “He Needs You There.”  It shows what God can do today through ordinary Christians when they yield to Him.  A Christian woman accepted a teaching position in a rural high-school, but found such a spirit of antagonism and defiance that she felt she must resign.  A friend to whom she confided her intention said, “The Lord needs you there.” And that sent her back to let her light shine in that sin-darkened community.  The results were remarkable.  Teenagers were converted, and the atmosphere of school and district greatly changed for the better by the Gospel witness of this teacher and others who teamed up with her.  The Lord needs you where He has placed you.  And as you pray and let your light shine for God, what He wants to do through you will be accomplished and the tide turned in favor of His cause.  

Now, if you are not a Christian, I urge you to come to Christ.  I may be speaking to someone who has never come to the Savior.  May I say, He longs to save you?  Perhaps the reason that you never speak to anyone about Him is that you don’t really know Him.  I urge you to let Christ come into your life.  And you who know Him, speak for Him!

Father, I thank You for the opportunities you give us day by day to tell forth the wonderful story of Christ and His redeeming love.  With the opportunities, I pray that You will give us Holy Spirit power and the God-inspired courage that we shall grasp every opportunity to tell others about our Wonderful Savior in whose Name I pray.  Amen. 
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