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It Affects Everyone                             Dr. J. Allen Blair
It has been said that when you turn green with envy you are ripe for trouble.  Well I think many of us (if we are honest with ourselves) have found this to be true.  The Bible says, Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another.  Well, I hope you will stay with us as we consider more about this common problem.

Satan has many secret weapons which he uses to plague and disturb both the saved and the unsaved; but, probably, one of the most potent is jealousy.  Who could estimate the damage he has produced by the use of this destructive evil!  We can readily recognize the use of some of Satan’s other secret weapons, but jealously can be very subtle.  As a matter of fact, few of us recognize jealousy in our own lives. Yet, all of us are jealous.  Preachers and other Christian workers are jealous of each other.  One doesn’t want to see another used by God more than he is being used.  Businessmen, women in their clubs, soldiers in the armed forces, brothers and sisters: all are affected by the damaging evil of jealousy.

As you read your Bible, notice the scores of lives injured by the sin of jealously.  One of the most notable is found in Numbers 12.  Here we have the case of Aaron and Miriam who, as high priest and prophetess, were to be God’s representatives to the people; but such positions did not assure them that jealousy would not disrupt their ministry.  You will note that Miriam and Aaron criticized Moses because he married an Ethiopian woman.  As was the case here, it happens so often that criticism is a sly cover-up for a jealous heart.  What was the root of the problem?  . . . the fact that Moses married the Ethiopian woman?  This was a problem, I grant you, but it was not the root of the problem.  Numbers 12:2 gives the story.  Miriam and Aaron asked, Hath the LORD indeed spoken only by Moses? hath he not spoken also by us?  Here it is.  They were jealous of Moses.  Their criticism sounded very pious and, in a sense, it was legitimate as criticism sometimes is.  But, frequently, underneath the criticism there is a jealous and treacherous heart.  Aaron and Miriam desired above all else the influence and authority Moses had with the people.  

Aaron and Miriam overlooked the fact that Moses had been chosen to be God’s mouthpiece.  He was successful as God’s mouthpiece because of his sincere humility.  Verse three of this chapter tells us that the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.  The power of God was upon Moses because he humbled himself in the sight of the Lord.  The Bible says that God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.  Miriam and Aaron were seeking power and influence the wrong way.  They thought they could get it by destroying the reputation of another by means of criticism.  How wrong they were.  God tells us His way to be effective in James 4:10, where He says, Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he will lift you up.  God does not stand by in a situation like this.  Immediately, He communed with Miriam and Aaron.  He rebuked them sharply, declaring, . . . were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?  And then we read, in verse nine, that the anger of the LORD was kindled against them.  Doubtless, you are familiar with the rest of the story – how Miriam became leprous, white as snow.  Miriam’s outward defilement was an evidence of her inner corruption; furthermore, it was proof of the fact that whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  Miriam’s leprosy was an everlasting reminder that jealousy is a wicked and heinous sin.  (We are told, in the Song of Solomon 8:6, that jealousy is cruel as the grave.  All of us know how cruel the grave can be.  At any time, it can snatch our dearest possession from us without warning or without solicitation.  Death is so cruel that it frequently strikes at any time, anywhere.  God catalogues jealously by saying it is equally cruel.  Indeed it is.  The jealous person not only harms others, but he harms himself.  Little does he realize the cruelty of his own heart as he deceives himself with this evil.)
I see the grace of God manifest in a marvelous way in this 12th chapter of Numbers.  We are told that Aaron came to Moses and asked forgiveness for his sin; and immediately, when Moses learned of the incident, he went to prayer for Miriam.  He cried unto the LORD, saying, Heal her now, O God, I beseech thee.  This is a proof of the forgiving grace of God on the basis of confession of sin; such, however, does not excuse us from the inconvenience our sin produces.  We are told that the Lord instructed Moses that Miriam should be shut out of the camp for seven days.  She was to become a complete outsider, separated from the people of God because of her leprosy.  Thus God did not answer Moses’ prayer immediately.  For seven days Miriam wandered outside the camp.  I am sure that Miriam was not alone.  Though separated from her loved ones and the people of God, the Lord was there as He always is with His own -- even in times of chastening. God never forsakes His own, though we may forsake Him.  I read, in the New Testament, that we are called to go forth to him outside the camp, bearing abuse for him.  Christ is outside the camp, as well as inside.  He was with Miriam in the midst of her affliction, as always; but sin has its price, and this is the price Miriam had to pay:  leprosy and seven days of wandering outside the camp.  But God undertook.  Miriam was cleansed of her leprosy. But, even more important, she achieved victory over her jealousy.  Aaron, too, received renewed power from God, and these two servants of the Lord who had been hindered so greatly by the sin of jealousy became useful and fruitful for God.

Well, maybe you need to claim God’s forgiveness over the evil of jealousy.  Has it been a stumbling block in your life?  Is it hindering you and limiting your productivity for God?  Maybe your greater need is to get saved and receive Jesus Christ as your Lord.  You know . .  He can rout out jealousy; He can implant love which destroys hate.  Let Him do it in your life.  God is ready to do a work in your heart, if only you will let Him.  You’ll be a better man for God if you get your heart cleaned up for God.

Now, maybe you have never taken Christ into your life; this is why you’re jealous.  The Lord can handle all your sin, not only one sin.  He can take care of all of it, if you’ll simply confess to Him.  You know (the Bible says) . . . If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  What a wonderful promise.  Why . . .  just to think! . . . a man can come with his life all cluttered up with sin; he bows before the Lord; he says, “Lord, I’m sorry for my sin . . . I want a new life . . . I want to start all over;” and God forgives him completely.  And, through the shed blood of Jesus Christ, God saves him and he becomes a new creation in the eyes of God.  O friend! if you have never had this wonderful experience, let God work in your heart right now.  Go to Him in prayer, and tell Him you are sorry for your sins but you want to be saved and have everlasting life, and He’ll meet you right where you are.
Father God, look into our hearts.  Reveal to us the subtle evil of jealousy that we may confess it immediately and receive Your bountiful forgiveness.  For those in our audience who need Christ, help them to visualize their need, that they may call on the Savior and simply tell Him, “Dear God, I am sorry for my sins, but I want to be saved,” and we know, God, that You will do the rest.  Have Your way, I pray.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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