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Our Only Hope                                    Dr. J. Allen Blair
I have been a Christian for a number of years.  During that time, I have met many other Christians.  The interesting thing is I have never heard a one of them say he was sorry he became a Christian.  This being the case, there must be something to the Christian life, don’t you think?  Indeed there is.  But the sad thing is, until a person receives Christ, he will never know God’s best.  He will miss it all!  That’s a poor choice.

The Bible is, largely, the history of two men.  We read, In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  His last act of creation was man.  Man became rebellious, resulting in the turning of his dominion into chaos through sin.  But before God created the heaven and the earth, He purposed that man should be over His work.  The man He purposed that should be over His work was His own Son.  So, when the first man created by God failed because of sin, God did not have to change His purpose for it all centered in His Only Begotten Son who would never fail.

The first man brought death upon the entire race because of his sin.  Like Satan, he became a murderer and a liar upon becoming a sinner.  He was the cause of all our sin and all our suffering and our graves.  Not only did the first man get himself into trouble when he sinned, he got himself into a box and that was his casket.  Because of his sin, all of us were born into the same casket of spiritual death.  Man has built universities in Babylonia, Egypt, Greece, Germany, England, and the United States, and all the world; but he cannot think or study himself out of being dead in trespasses and sin.  He has marvelous ability, and has wrought inventions beyond human description (numerous have been all the works of his hands), but he has never worked himself out of the casket of spiritual death.  He has built cities and civilizations, but he has never walked out of his casket.  
No one ever comes out of the casket of spiritual death until he embraces the life of God as revealed in the Person of God’s Son, Jesus Christ.  No one can excuse himself, because every one of us is under the condemnation of God until we emerge from the casket.  This is what the Bible teaches.  Listen to John 3:18.  He that believeth not is condemned already.  Anyone who has not received the Son of God as Savior and Lord is a sinner unforgiven and condemned to hell.  Now some people may be laughing at this, but so is the devil who does everything in his power to deceive humans into thinking that the condemnation of God is meaningless.  For centuries, the devil has been exploiting humans: offering pleasures that can never satisfy; lust that creates added misery; and peace that he cannot provide.  
I recall reading, one time, in Greek mythology about King Tantalus.  He ascended to God and because of this was punished in an extraordinary manner.  He was placed in the midst of a lake whose waters reached his chin, but receded whenever he attempted to allay his thirst.  Over his head hung branches laden with choice fruit which likewise receded whenever he stretched out his hand to satisfy his hunger.  Tantalus became the symbol of such teasing and his name is the root of our verb “tantalize.”  Now, if you don’t know it, let me tell you that the devil is the greatest tantalizer.  Daily, he seeks to lure millions by holding before them wonderful promises that he has no intention to keep.  Many there are who reach out for the fulfillment of these promises, but they are tantalized because their efforts are futile.  Satan promises sweets, but he gives poison.  He promises ease, but he gives restlessness.  He promises contentment, but gives dissatisfaction.  He was a liar from the beginning and is always a liar.  How regrettable that thousands upon thousands are being deceived by his lies. 

Now, maybe you think you can live in sin without anyone knowing it.  May I remind you that the Bible says (in Galatians 6:7-8), Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.   If you live for the flesh and continue in your sins, the Bible says this will result in the fruit of eternal separation from God.  In Numbers 32:23 the same thought is expressed as God says, . . . be sure your sin will find you out.  
Now, I am told that, through the aid of chemicals and electronic devices, scientists and the laboratories of crime detection are able to bring back the serial numbers that have been filed off revolvers.  People think by filing off the numbers that all is well, and they will never be caught.  Listen! There are many people who think by glossing over their sin (by hiding it . . . maybe even by going to church) they can cover it up.  But don’t be deceived!  There is no possibility of covering or eradicating sin.  Man may deny its existence or seek to blot it out, but it is there and will confront him at the judgment of God.  The only possibility of removing it permanently is the Cross of Jesus Christ where the blood of the Savior cleanses from all sin.  The moment one receives Christ and experiences the salvation He has provided, his sins are removed as far as the east is from the west.
In Exodus 12:13, God says, when I see the blood, I will pass over you.  The blood blots out all our guilt so that we are no longer condemned but declared free from sin by the grace of Almighty God.  Now, let me ask you, have you ever definitely invited the Son of God to come into your life to cleanse you from your sin?  If you have not, He desires to do it right now.  He will blot out all the past completely.  Now you may remember it, but He will not; He will forgive you of every sin you have ever committed.  Now there is no other way of obtaining this forgiveness.  You cannot be saved by perfect obedience because you cannot possibly render perfect obedience.  On the other hand, you cannot be saved by your imperfect obedience because God cannot accept it.  The only solution is Calvary’s Cross, where Jesus Christ died for your sins.  If you never have, ask Him to come into your life and save you.  He will take away your desire for sin.  He will blot out all the past and you will be a new creation in God’s eyes, as well as in man’s eyes, too -- for those around you will realize that something Wonderful has taken place in your life. 
Our Father, I pray that those who are guilt laden, living in sin, might have the glorious experience today of sins forgiven as they trust in the living Christ and receive the great salvation He provided on the Cross.  This I ask in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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