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         Making the Right Choice                                  Dr. J. Allen Blair
The prophet Samuel faced the disobedient king Saul and boldly declared, To obey is better than sacrifice.  When a person is living in disobedience to God, all the sacrifices he might make are totally meaningless.  The Lord expects obedience to His word from His people more than anything else.

Here is a prayer of just one sentence, which appeared in a devotional magazine.  “O God, when we read thy word, may we listen; when we listen, may we hear; and when we hear, may we follow.”  Well, there are tons of spiritual meat packed into that single sentence.  The believer gets his marching orders from the word of God.  In a sense, what he does with them is his own choice.  But one thing is sure:  If he chooses to disobey them, he will bring misery into his life.  
There are many unhappy believers simply because they chose the lusts of the flesh rather than obey the truth of God.  Now, please consider these verses from 1 Peter 1:13-16.  Let me read:  Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;  As obedient children.  Underscore these three words in your Bible: As obedient children.  Peter continues by saying, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance:  But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation (the word is really, “behavior”); Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.  You see, believer in Jesus Christ, we have a high calling.  You and I are duty-bound to manifest the holiness of God.  We can only do this if we obey Him.  That’s why He exhorts us to be obedient children.  Now, if you are a parent, you know what a blessing obedient children are in the home.  On the other hand, you may be familiar with the sorrow resulting from disobedient children.  God also has disobedient children.  He has to chasten all of us at times because of our disobedience; but when we obey Him, and walk in the light as he is in the light, what joy and blessing we experience.  There is never any joy and blessing in disobedience.

There are some people who profess Christ who give little thought to what God says in His word.  Do you think they are happy?  Why! absolutely not.  There is no happiness apart from obedience to the Lord.  Some people may appear to be happy on the surface.  They may have money and a few conveniences money can buy, but theirs is a superficial kind of happiness.  What the Bible tells us is about a happiness that goes way down deep – the inner happiness that only God gives.  A. T. Pierson has expressed these meaningful thoughts:  
True freedom is found only in obedience to proper restraint.  A river finds liberty to flow only between banks.  Without these, it would only spread out into a slimy, stagnant pool.  Planets uncontrolled by law would only bring wreck to themselves and to the universe.  The same law which fences us in fences others out.  The restraints which regulate our liberty also ensure and protect it.  It is not control, but the right kind of control, and a cheerful obedience, which makes the free man.

Well, how true this is.  It is the right kind of control, and a cheerful obedience, which makes the free man.  This is the person who obeys God whatever the cost.  Sometimes, it’s very costly to obey God.  In fact, the yielded life is a costly experience.  Because some Christians do not want to pay the price they never discover the blessings of obedience.  

Scotland’s Eric Liddle (an Olympic track star of a former generation) was famous for running the 100meter race.  At the same time, he was a young man who was totally committed to Christ.  At the height of his physical achievements, Eric had gone to Paris for the Olympic contests.  He had worked for months – strengthening his muscles, and developing his stamina for the 100 meter race.  The newspapers carried many stories about what this young man could do, but to Eric Liddle’s great dismay, he learned that his race in the Olympics was scheduled for a Sunday – which to him was the Lord’s day.  Eric had convictions about this, and he felt for a Christian to participate in any athletic event on Sunday was to dishonor the Name of Jesus Christ.  Now, however you may feel about this, I think you can understand the struggle within the heart of this young man.   He wrestled with his conscience.  Finally, in spite of many months of strenuous preparation, in spite of the expectations of the sportswriters and spectators, Eric Liddle made his decision not to run.  He simply told the Olympic officials, “I am sorry, I cannot run on Sunday.  I would not honor God if I should run on the Lord’s day.”  Eric Liddle was called a fool.  He was criticized by those who had praised him.  But he was not to be moved.  He remained true to his convictions.  
Later that week, there arose a need for a runner to run the 400 meter race; someone had dropped out, and it was necessary to fill the ranks.  This kind of race was entirely different from the one for which Eric had trained.  It was four times as far; and took a different kind of stamina, a different kind of wind, a different kind of preparation.  But when Eric heard that a runner was needed, he offered to take part in the race.  So, he was put in.  Well the day came.  The crowds gathered.  The runners lined up.  And, when the gun sounded, they leaped into the grueling race.  Eric pounded down the track along with the rest, but he was rudely bumped off the track.  When he scrambled to his feet and continued running, he was 20 yards behind.  Summoning all his strength, he passed the other runners and won the race – setting a world record for the 400 meter race.
Here was a young man that stayed by his convictions and sought, more than anything else in the world, to obey God.  The Lord honored him for it, which He always does.  Now that doesn’t mean that we shall always win the race or win the contest.  But, in His own way, God honors His obedient children.  
Regrettably, there are Christians today who don’t obey the word of God.  They do what they want, when they want, and satisfy themselves.  In addition, there are many Christians who have no convictions.  They spend very little time in the Scriptures, and as the result they don’t know very much about the Bible.  In fact, they are not too interested in knowing for the simple reason it might interfere with their schedule.  It isn’t long before these people approach their pastor, and say, “I don’t know what it is, but I just don’t seem to get much out of the Christian life.”  We never shall, until we obey God.  It doesn’t matter how much personality a person may have, or what else he may have.  Without obedience to the Lord, he can never possibly enjoy God’s best.  Some people think if they give generously, or if they do nice things for their neighbors, that’s what it’s all about.  These things are important and should not be underestimated, but sacrifice is not of greatest importance.  Obedience is more important than anything else.  If you know what God wants you to do and you refuse to do it, you will probably end up being one of the most frustrated people in the world.  We are to be doers of the word, and not hearers only.
Well, maybe you’ve gone your own way to the extent that you have never trusted Christ for your eternal salvation.  God has been left out of your program completely.  If this is your case, you are on a difficult road.  It is urgent that you reverse your steps.  Receive Jesus Christ into your life right now, and discover what real happiness is.  

Blessed Lord, search our hearts, I pray.  Show us our disobedience as we humbly confess.  Give us spiritual understanding that we may choose the right and reject the wrong.  For the glory of Christ.  Amen.
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