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 There Is Forgiveness                                  Dr. J. Allen Blair
Did you ever commit a sin that is too bad to be forgiven?  Well, if your answer is yes, you are telling me that you know nothing about the wonderful grace of God.  Why do you think Jesus Christ suffered His horrible death on the Cross?  . . . one reason was for that terrible sin you committed.  

There are many followers of Christ in the world who have trusted in God for salvation, but they have never trusted Him for deliverance from sin.  Let me read a portion of a letter we received from one of our listeners.  First she tells how she prays daily for our program.  Then, after telling me what the program has meant to her, she goes on to say,
. . . Some years ago, I committed a very grievous sin and for years this has caused a remorse no one will ever know.  Hundreds of times I have asked God to cleanse me, but I never feel clean.  At last, two or three months ago, He brought me to confess the matter to the one I offended; but instead of peace, I entered into the most barren period of my Christian life.  When other Christians would visit with me, I felt (in my own mind) ‘if you knew me as I really am, you would not even come to see me.’  Well, the feeling grew so in me that, on the morning of the day I later heard your broadcast, I felt and prayed to God that either I had to be delivered from this or my mind would not stand the strain.  Later, when I heard your message, you read the story of the woman, and the words Neither do I condemn you: go, and sin no more.  It was like a big log which had been blocking my Christian life, ruining my peace of mind, and killing my joy was suddenly swept away.  I can never thank you enough.  Though I read all sorts of assurances from God, He really spoke to me.  And now I have the peace that for months I had been praying for.  God bless you and your work.

Well I rejoice that this child of God is now enjoying fellowship with the Lord.  Praise Him, that she has come to the realization that His grace is sufficient for any sin.  This letter (and others like it which we receive, frequently) remind me that there are many believers who are overlooking the importance of taking God at His word.  Had this friend really believed God, she could have escaped all the misery she suffered over these several years.  God doesn’t want born again people to be bogged down by the weight of their sin.  That’s one reason Christ died on the Cross.  He died to deliver us from our sins.  He suffered the full weight of all our sins: past, present and future.  What are we to do?  Confess, according to 1 John 1:9.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  This verse is for the Christian: for the one who has truly believed on Jesus Christ.

Now, I want to ask, are you a Christian?  Maybe you will say (like a young man said to me, recently) “Why, everybody is a Christian!  Everyone believes on Christ.”  Well, I would like to think this were true, but I know better.  Now, a person may believe on Christ but, the question is, has he truly received Christ into his life?  The Bible says, in John 1:12, But as many as received him, to them gave he the power (or the authority) to become the children of God.  You see, you can believe all about Christ in your head and still not be saved.  Salvation depends not only on belief, but the reception of the Person of Christ into the life.  Then, of course, when Christ comes into the life, the one who believes is a new creation.  He starts all over again.  It is like a brand new life.  And, I’ll tell you, it’s wonderful to be a Christian.  I wouldn’t want to go back to the old way of life for a minute.  Since God saved me, it’s been a thrilling life.  I couldn’t begin to tell you of all that God has done for me since I received His blessed Son into my life. 
I ask again, do you really know the Lord?  It matters not what your past has been, or your social status.  If you’ll ask the Lord Jesus to come into your life, He will come in, and He will make all things new.  Then, after you become a Christian, whenever you sin (and, be sure, you will because you’re still in a body of flesh; you will not stop sinning until you meet Jesus face to face), there is immediate forgiveness.  Just bow your head and confess to the Lord.  Tell Him you are sorry.  Don’t ask Him for forgiveness because in the verse I read (1 John 1:9) He already promises forgiveness.  He says, If we confess our sins, (here it is:) he is faithful and just (to do what?) forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Our obligation is to confess, to go to Him, and tell Him we’re sorry that we have sinned.  And then, what do we do?   Beg Him for forgiveness?  No.  -- We thank Him for forgiveness.  When Christ died on the Cross, He not only died for past sin in our lives, but present, and future sins.  And it is on the grounds of His shed blood that we can go to Him and claim this assuring forgiveness that He offers.  
I urge you not to be a defeated Christian.  Don’t give up and say “Well, I knew I couldn’t hold out.  I took Christ into my life, then I slipped right back into sin and fell.  It’s no use.”  Confess your failure to the Lord!  Claim His wonderful forgiveness.  Our God is a God of grace and love.  There are no limits to His love.  In fact, in His word He says, I have loved thee with an everlasting love.  His love never changes.  He isn’t like some people we know – for a while they’re nice to you and then, later, they don’t even talk to you.  God isn’t like that.  God is unchangeable in His attitude and regard toward us.  So, we can claim His forgiveness at any time.  And then, after we claim His forgiveness, we are to forget about our sin.  We are not to think about it.  We are not to tell our friends about it.  God forgets it.  He says, I will cast your sins behind my back, and remember them no more.  Well, if God forgets our sin, why don’t we?  
In Romans 8:37, we read that we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.  How can we be more than conquerors?  Very simply.  It is through Him that loved us.  We can stay on the winning side.  How?  Through His forgiveness.  This doesn’t mean that we ought to go out and deliberately sin, knowing that there’s forgiveness in store for us.  But it does mean that (if we are truly following the Lord) if we do yield to temptation, God will forgive us.  And even more blessed is the fact that when we receive His forgiveness, we also receive His wonderful peace – knowing that we are forgiven.  We feel like we’re walking on top of the world, just to know that God has forgiven us and we’re right with Him.
Now, if our offense be toward another person as well as toward God, the Lord will not forgive us until we go to the other person and tell him we are sorry.  This is our Christian responsibility if we have offended somebody else.  We cannot expect the Lord to forgive us if we haven’t gone and asked the one we offended to forgive us.  But if we go to that one, we may be sure that God’s forgiveness will avail for us.  So, if you are going about with a heavy load of sin weighing upon your heart, take God at His word today.  Believe Him.  Confess to Him, and He will keep His promise and forgive you of all your sin.
Now, if you don’t know Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, O I hope you’ll take Him into your life today – because this is where it all begins.  You need Christ for forgiveness. He is the One who died on the Cross and paid the price for all your sins.  So, take Jesus into your heart, right now, as we pray together.

I thank You, Heavenly Father, that You ha’ve said, Whosoever will may come.  You are not a respecter of persons.  All of us are sinners and we need the Savior. I pray, Father, that many will turn to Him today and enter into this marvelous experience of being born again.  I ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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