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     Have You Tried Looking Up?                   Dr. J. Allen Blair
People speak of an easy life.  I wonder if there is such a thing.  No matter who we are, we suffer pain; we experience losses of various kinds; numerous worries plague us all along the way, with the reality of death.  These things don’t contribute to an easy life, do they?  But, let me tell you, there is something that can be done about it.  Please stay with us.

A mountain climber had a little daughter who persistently begged permission to go along with him on one of his expeditions.  Knowing the hazards involved, he always refused. Until one day, in the hope that she would not ask again, he decided to grant her request.  He assented graciously.  And (choosing a difficult trail) suggested that she go ahead of him.  She began the climb with zest, eager to prove how strong and capable she was.  But, gradually, the trail grew steeper and more difficult.  Sharp thorns on the bushes scratched her, painfully; and, at last (her eyes blinded by tears), she tripped and fell.  But she quickly scrambled to her feet, and struggled on in game determination not to give up.  Finally, however, she could go no farther; and (stumbling), fell harder than before.  Then (bruised and sobbing), she turned to her father.  He lifted her tenderly; and (as he had intended to do from the first) carried her up the trail too rugged for any child to attempt; and so (together) they reached the mountain top safely.  

Have you ever paused to realize that God never intended that any of us climb the mountain of life alone?  Yet, thousands upon thousands of people (in self-will and determination) go through life ignoring the sustaining help and grace of Almighty God.  They give little thought or time to him until, in loving wisdom, He permits them to fall.  Then, in suffering and pain, they turn to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or even think.  God wants to help us – not only when we stumble and get hurt.  He wants to be our Guide and strength, bearing us up against the problems and perplexities of life 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  Why don’t we give Him a chance to show us what He can do with our life?  We may think we’re wise and strong.  How much more successful we could be, were we to let the Lord Jesus Christ have His rightful place in our life.  We could then take all our problems to Him, for He has the answer to every problem.

In James 1:5, He says, If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth to all men liberally.  We read, in Proverbs 9:10, The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.  To fear God is to give God His rightful place in our lives.  When we do this, we are well on the road to true wisdom: His wisdom.  Oh how much happier we could be, if only we would give the Lord a chance to work in our lives!  God wants to guide and direct us in every way of life.  You may be in the midst of a difficult time at this very moment.  Keep in mind the Lord is faithful.  David could say, in Psalm 46:1-2, God is our refuge and strength,; a very present help in trouble.  Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea.  Did you hear that?  God is a very present help in trouble.  Well, you may say, “My friends will get me out of trouble,” or “My parents will help me out, I don’t have to wait on God.”  The Bible says, Vain is the help of men. . . . It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.  Thank God for our friends, but most of us have very few.  I mean by “friends” those who stick with us through the heat of the battle.  There is one friend, however: Jesus Christ, who sticketh closer than a brother.  I don’t care where you are or what you’ve done, you can look to Him and find Him to be your refuge; for He loves you and desires to give you life and blessing.
Many years ago, a Scotch peasant and his wife emigrated to Canada, cleared a bit of forest, built a log cabin, and sowed their crops in a small clearing.  One evening, after the husband had returned from his work in the woods, he found his wife sitting on the door step weeping, bitterly.  “What’s wrong?” he asked.  “I can’t see out,” she answered.  “No,” he replied, with sympathy, “but you can see up.”  And he pointed her to the circle of heaven that like a great blue eye looked down upon her from above.  She had become lonesome.  Away from all other humans and civilization, and surrounded by the solitary forest, she was fearful and disturbed.  But what a great truth her husband spoke when he said, “You can see up.”  All of us experience times in our lives when we feel forsaken, forlorn and depressed.  But, remember, we can see up.  There is a God who cares; a God who longs to help.  He is the loving Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ, the One who left the glory of Heaven to come to the shame of this earth to die for our sins.  Trust Him.  There is peace and blessing awaiting you when you know Jesus as your Lord.
If you have never acknowledged Him as your Lord, do it right now.  And then, write and tell us so we can send some helpful literature that will get you started in the Christian life.  

Blessed God, I praise You for Jesus Christ Your Son.  We are concerned about those who have never received Him.  Help them to understand how empty life is without Christ, so that they might believe on Him and experience new life in Him: everlasting life.  For I pray in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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