(Tape No. 271)



First Things First                                         Dr. J. Allen Blair
I read a story one time about a little boy on a farm who was told of some things he was to do while his parents went into town to shop.  When the parents returned, they found that the boy had done a number of things; and, though they were all good, none of them were what the parents told him to do.  Now, before Christ ascended, He told believers to Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.  Many of them are doing nice things, but not what they were told to do.

While the apostle Paul was imprisoned in Rome, he received a surprise visit from Epaphroditus who was sent by the Philippian church.  The saints at Philippi had sent a gift to Paul by means of the messenger Epaphroditus.  In expressing his gratitude for this gift, Paul described it in his Philippian letter (chapter four, verse 18) as a sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing to God.  Paul would not have termed it as “sacrifice” unless it was really that.  The saints at Philippi had “gone without” to provide this gift which was a true sacrifice for God’s missionary, the apostle Paul.  If there was ever a time when the church of Jesus Christ needed to return to this same sacrificial spirit, it is now.  
One of the key words in the Christian vocabulary should be “sacrifice.”  And, yet, how many there are who call themselves Christians, living wholly for themselves with no vision of the perishing millions that need to hear the Gospel of Christ.  “Sacrifice” has always been associated with redemption.  The Lord Jesus poured out His blood as His sacrifice for our sins.  Missionaries invest their lives.  We read of the New Testament saints: as many as were possessors of land or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, and laid them down at the apostles’ feet.  Further in Acts 4:37, we read that Barnabas also having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.  

All the great missionary movements of history have been born out of sacrifice.  Count Zinzendorf dedicated his estate, and set an example for the Moravians who (through extreme self-denial and sacrifice) were able to send out one missionary for every 93 members.  John Wesley, though he made thousands of dollars by his writings, lived on the same low economic standard during his prosperity as before.

Self-denial and sacrifice (which at one time were synonymous with a man of God) are not seen in some of our present-day Christian leaders.  Returning missionaries who have spent years out on a mission field are alarmed at the extravagance, luxury, and waste of Christians at home – even on the part of some preachers.  Rarely do we in America live and act like strangers and pilgrims.  Think of our Lord!   We worship One who said, Foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man hath no where to lay his head.  We who are in the body of Jesus Christ need to declare war on waste and ease, and launch a realistic effort to take the Gospel to every creature.  We cannot evangelize the world with spare change.  At our present pace, we will see millions more born physically than are re-born spiritually, and whole cities and nations will be given to idolatry.

About 95 percent of our incomes are lavished on ourselves. while we give God a pittance for the un-evangelized.  The church must be brought to its knees in repentance, and to its feet in evangelism.  We must face up to the business of world-wide evangelism – and realistically!  Rather than permit our possessions to possess us, we must sacrifice them for Christ; that the lost will have at least one opportunity to hear the Gospel.  Only as we do without some things can we do the job we should have done long ago.  

God is concerned that everyone come to Him.  In 1 Timothy 2:3-4, he says, This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior; Who will have all men to be saved ,and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.  O that we could get something of this burden, that people might be saved! Certainly we shall not bring all the world to Christ, but our responsibility is unquestionably that of taking Christ to all the world.  We need to pray that God will give us an undaunted compassion within our hearts that will motivate us to sacrifice so that we might spread the Gospel into every corner of the earth.  Paul declared, in 2 Corinthians 5:14, that the love of Christ constraineth us.  To be sure, only God’s love will move us to our great task.  We are normally selfish and indifferent to the needs of others.  But if and when we have a real heart experience with the Son of God who gave His all, we shall desire to do the same.  

After our Blessed Lord arose from the grave, He gave His disciples a command.  This command has never been changed or abrogated.  It is for you and me who know Christ, as well as it was to the disciples of old.  Hear His words as recorded in Matthew 28:19-20.  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them (or “discipling them”)to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the age.  To whom are we to go?  Jesus said, all nations.  This command is not only for those who are called to missionary service.  Every Christian should be participating in the fulfillment of Christ’s command.  It is to all believers.  The fact that 2,000 years after the command was given, vast multitudes are still in ignorance concerning Christ and salvation suggests how we have failed to do what Jesus told us to do.  There are 100 Christian witnesses at home to only one in other lands.  God is still asking, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?  The only answer is that of Isaiah, Here am I; send me.  Isaiah was not merely willing to go, he was volunteering to go.  If we are living in God’s perfect will, our convictions should compel us to give of our time, talent, prayers, and money to send God’s word to the ends of the earth.  These convictions should be the same for the doctor, the businessman, the professor, the housewife, the office secretary, the minister, as well as for the missionary doing the work on the field.  Missionary service is for every Christian.  This demands sacrifice.  

Our Lord says, in Matthew 6:19-21, Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not breakthrough nor steal:  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.  Are not many of us guilty of laying up treasures upon this earth, while doing little for the Lord’s work?  Have we lost our vision?  Or, maybe, we never had a vision.  God says, in Proverbs 29:18, Where there is no vision, the people perish.  Millions are perishing at this moment without Christ because so many of God’s people in our churches have no vision.  We see our own needs.  Often, we go far beyond our needs; but we fail to see the needy hearts around the world that need Christ; and as the result, they need food, clothing, medical help, and many other things.  When the Lord Jesus approached the Holy city, we read, in Luke 19:41 that He wept over it.  He saw the hardness of hearts, the ignorance of unbelief, the gross immorality, the suffering and anxiety of empty lives.   The Son of God could not hold back the tears.  But, you know, we have become so calloused and so indifferent that we have no burden.  We don’t shed tears for the lost.  We see only our interest.  

Well, let’s examine our own circumstances and ask, “Am I doing all I possibly can to use my money to reach the lost, to spread the Blessed Gospel of the grace of God so that helpless and dying souls might come to know Jesus Christ?”  Let God work in your heart.  

And, if it happens to be that you’ve never received Christ, you are lost, friend.  You need Christ.  You are a mission field in yourself; and I’m the missionary today; and I speak to you, inviting you to come to the Savior who died for your sins.  You can do that right now, if you will.  Turn to Christ.

Our Father, I pray for each of us first that Christ will be supreme in our lives; and, secondly, that we shall be concerned about the task He has commissioned us to fulfill.  May we realize why we are here.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen. 
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