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          The Distinction Made Clear                           Dr. J. Allen Blair
The Bible speaks about a judgment for the godly people, and one for the ungodly.  The godly will be judged for their works.  Those who performed good works will be rewarded accordingly.  The ungodly will be judged for their unbelief and failure to trust in Christ for their eternal salvation; and then they will be condemned to eternal hell, with never another chance to be saved.

The first Psalm is a psalm of contrast.  The godly are contrasted with the ungodly.  And who are the ungodly?  Are they the open and willful sinners who take God’s Name in vain and blaspheme the Almighty; those who deny God’s existence, who make a mockery of everything that is sacred?  These would be included among the ungodly, but I may surprise you when I say that many church people also fit into the category of the ungodly.  Even though they are religious and faithful in church attendance, they can still be ungodly.  To be religious is one thing, but to be godly is another.  To be godly is to trust Him, to love Him, to serve Him.  A person could be religious without any concern whatsoever for Jesus Christ.  He could partake of the sacraments, listen to preaching, sing hymns, without knowing Christ as His Savior and Lord.  

Now, who are the godly?  They are described well in the words of our Lord found in Matthew 22:37 where He says, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  They say, with Paul (in the words of Philippians 1:21) For to me to live is Christ.  They are like David who said, in Psalm 42:1, As the heart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.  You may not drink.  You may not swear.  You may not use drugs.  You may not cheat your neighbor.  But the question is, do you love Jesus.  Is He the Lord of your life?  This is the deciding factor between the godly and the ungodly.  

In the first Psalm, we read that the godly man is like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.  But we read, further in the psalm, that the ungodly are not so.  The ungodly are not like a planted tree.  A planted tree is one that has care.  Its location is chosen carefully by the planter.  Thus, the godly have a special providence – the result of God’s care.  They are like trees planted.  All that comes their way is for their good.  God watches over them and provides for them, but not so for the ungodly.  There is no special providence for them.  They have no God to whom they can carry their troubles.  They have no shelter in the day of wrath.  They are without a shield in the hour of battle.  They have no everlasting arms upon which to lean.  
We see, also, that the godly man is like a tree planted by the rivers of water.  A tree that is planted by the rivers of water sends out its roots, and they soon draw sufficient nourishment.  The tree that is planted upon the arid desert depends upon the casual thundercloud that passes over it, dropping a few scanty drops of rain.  The tree planted by the rivers of water has a perennial supply.  It knows no drought, nor scarcity.  How true this is of the godly.  They have the living Christ: the water of life, from whom they draw and receive of the blessing and care He provides.  Not so for the ungodly.  They have joys today but sorrows tomorrow.  In the time of sickness, they don’t know of the Great Physician and His loving care.  The have no hope, no peace . . . and what about when they face death? -- They leave their friends and loved ones to step into an eternity without Christ, to face a fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, the Bible says.
We are told, also, that the godly man bringeth forth his fruit in his season; but not so the ungodly -- they bring forth no fruit.  They may listen to sermons and occupy a pew, but their lives are fruitless.  They do nothing for Christ.  They enjoy the privileges of God’s creation, but give nothing in return.  The psalmist says of the godly that his leaf also shall not wither; but not so the ungodly -- his leaf shall wither.  How gratifying it has been for me to meet God’s servants all along the way – in their seventies, eighties, and nineties – who have walked with Christ and lived with Him and for Him for scores of years.  They have remained steadfast.  They haven’t been blown about by every wind of doctrine, but have kept their eyes fixed upon the objective, and pressed toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ; but not so the ungodly -- their leaf shall wither.  Many of them started out well -- reared in a Christian home, they knew the truth and made a shallow profession of faith -- but they did not last.  Many have gone into deep sin, and along with the sin have experienced great sorrow.  Their leaf has withered.  The tree (that at one time looked green) became brown and died. 

We are told that whatsoever the godly man does shall prosper; but, again, not so the ungodly -- he puts his money into a bag that is full of holes.  If he saves it, ultimately it corrupts and rusts.  If he spends it, it does him little good.  The one who does not have God never experiences real prosperity.  Perhaps you say, “Well I know ungodly people who are extremely wealthy, you can’t say they never experienced real prosperity.”  Listen, there is nothing more important in life than spiritual prosperity.  Money can pass away overnight, but to be rooted and grounded in Christ is of supreme importance.  The ungodly are like the chaff, the psalmist tells us.  “Chaff” has no life in itself.  It is of no value or service.  It is worthless.  Nobody will buy it, nobody wants it.  So a man without God is useless to glorify God in this world, for he has no hope for the world to come.  The ungodly man (regardless of the value he places upon himself) is worthless to God. Put a crown upon his head, a robe around his body; give him all them money he wants; and what is he?  -- Just a heap of useless flesh.  The wheat and the chaff grow together, but the time comes when they are separated.  
The wheat and the chaff are seen in churches these days.  The godly know the Lord; the ungodly have never experienced the Lord.  They sing together.  They listen to sermons together.  They worship together.  But the day of separation is coming.  Jesus said, in John 5:28-29, Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of condemnation.   The wheat and the chaff will be divided.  The godly will enter the place the Lord has prepared for them: the place of eternal rest, heaven.  The chaff, the ungodly, will be turned into hell.
Now, dear friend, if you are among the ungodly, I beseech you to repent and turn to Christ before it is too late. Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish from the way when his wrath is kindled but a little. . . . Hear the word of God. . . . Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.  Will you turn to Christ at this very moment?  Don’t continue in spiritual death when you might be a possessor of eternal life.  Lay hold on Christ.  Touch the hem of His garment at this moment.  Be ye reconciled to God.

Heavenly Father, I pray that no one listening may turn a deaf ear to the truth of the Gospel.  May those outside of Christ enter in through the one door and, by placing faith in our living Lord, become the recipients of everlasting life.  This I pray in the Name and for the sake of Jesus my Lord.  Amen.
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