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         Understanding Prayer                            Dr. J. Allen Blair
People search for happiness in various ways.  Some of them work.  But most do not.  There is one way that always works (if we are qualified to use it), and that’s prayer.  Now there is much more to prayer than mouthing words, for it is a matter of the heart.  If the heart is in tune with Christ, great things will result from prayer.  

In the New Testament, we are exhorted to come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.  In the Old Testament, we are told of a man who did just this.  In Exodus 33:18, we see that Moses made an unusual request of God as he cried out, I beseech thee, show me thy glory.  It took the holy boldness spoken about in Hebrews to pray a prayer like this.  Such a petition evidences that Moses was not only bold before God, but he was a man of faith.  This was not a superficial request.  God’s servant expected an answer and he got it.  
We can certainly admire this man of faith.  The question is, where do we get this kind of faith.  Well, the answer is: the same place Moses got it -- through communion with God.  Moses was a man of much prayer which resulted in much faith.  On one occasion he spent forty days in the counsel chamber with God.  The whole nation of Israel was spared through Moses’ faithful intercession.  He had such a burden for his own people that he prayed that if God should not spare them, blot out my name out of the book of life, is my prayer.  Would you experience the same blessings in your life?  Then follow the same path Moses trod, that of believing prayer.

Now you will notice something about prayer in the 33rd chapter of Exodus.  In the 13th verse Moses prayed, If I have found grace in thy sight, show me now thy way.  In his earnest petition, Moses wanted to be in the center of God’s will.  When he was sure of this, he did not hesitate to pray for a revelation of the glory of God.  No one can expect things from God if he is living at odds with God.  To be in the Lord’s way is of supreme importance for effective prayer.  

Now, let’s spend a few minutes considering the answer God gave to Moses’ request (found in verse 19 of Exodus 33).  I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy to whom I will show mercy.  At first reading, there appears to be a lack of communication here.  Moses prayed that God would show him His glory.  The Lord replied by saying, I will make all my goodness pass before thee.  “Goodness” for “glory” does not seem to match up in our minds, does it?  But, in the mind of God, they are one in the same.  God’s glory is His goodness.  Can you think of a gem in God’s crown that is greater than His goodness?  Is God ever anything but goodness?  Who can examine any trace of nature and not sense the goodness of God?  It is seen in the trees, the flowers, the birds, the rivers, the mountains, in the air we breathe, and in the water we drink.  
Anyone who is honest must conclude that God is good.  This is His glory.  This is the mark of His excellence.  Think of His goodness in your life.  Left to ourselves, we would have given up long ago.  But God was good.  He did not forget us at any time.  Think of God’s redemption goodness.  You and I rightfully deserved to die for our sins, but God who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, sent his only Son to the shame of this earth to be our sin-bearer.  Christ, like God the Father, is inherently good.  Yet the good died for the bad.  Where could one possibly find a greater example of goodness than in the death of Jesus Christ?  How we ought to be thanking God for His goodness!  Undeserving though we are, He pours forth His goodness from the reservoirs of Heaven.  We complain and grumble about the trivialities that displease us, but what about the goodness of God that is showered upon us constantly?  Let us praise Him.  Let us thank Him for His merciful goodness.  

There is another attribute of God revealed in answer to Moses’ prayer:  His sovereignty.  In verse 19, He says, I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy.  You see, the two go hand in hand:  The goodness of God and the sovereignty of God.  Never try to separate them.  Don’t think of a sovereign God apart from His goodness, and never think of a good God apart from His sovereignty.  Some have preached a sovereign God, and have come up with a harsh, cruel tyrant.  Others have proclaimed a good God, and overlooked the reality of truth and judgment.  When you have a God who is good and at the same time sovereign, you need never fear of entrusting your life and all you possess to His care and leadership.  This God makes no mistakes, and whatever He does is for His glory and our good.  

Thus, when Moses asked for a revelation of the glory of God, he got the whole story in the goodness and sovereignty of God.  You and I have the whole story, too.  When we pray, let’s expect great things – not necessarily the things we think we should have, but those things God wants us to have.  Let’s respect His sovereignty, realizing that His choices far supercede our selfish interests.  At the same time, He sees the entire plan; we see only a portion.  He knows what’s best for us.  And, you may be sure (when we are on praying ground) that will never be withheld, for God is good and God is sovereign.  This is the glory of our Lord.  

The important question is, do you know Him or are you like many who simply know about Him?  Thousands in the present-day church know of a religious experience, but they have yet to know Jesus Christ as Lord.  I urge you to think about these things.  Have you met Christ who died for your sins?  Have you acknowledged Him as the One who died for you and rose again?  You can be a possessor of eternal life, if only you will acknowledge Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord.  Do it right now, dear friend, as we pray together.  Then write and tell us of your decision so we can send you some instructive material.

Our Father, I pray for many who know about church, but do not know our living Christ.  In many cases, their lives are empty and shallow.  They have no prayer power.  They have no effectiveness with their neighbors.  We want them to know Your best, and I pray that at this very moment they will turn to Christ.  And, for those who know and love you, God, may we be men and women of prayer – believing You for Your very best.   For I ask it all in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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