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Have a Happy New Year                     Dr. J. Allen Blair
What will the New Year be like for you?  Maybe your reply is, “I have no idea.”  Well, listen . . .  in Christ, we are assured of a happy new year; for whatever comes our way will come in the providence of God.  When that is the case, all will be well and we have nothing to fear.

A new year is upon us.  I hope it will be a wonderful one for you.  This time of the year is very meaningful to me.  For, many years ago (on New Year’s Eve), I received Christ into my life.  I was reading the 3rd chapter of John’s Gospel.  The Lord convicted me of my sins, and I knelt by my bed and received the Lord Jesus Christ.  What an experience that was.  I have had many happy years ever since.  God has provided for me and met every need.  Paul wrote in Philippians 4:19, But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  I am here to tell you, God keeps His word and always does what He promises.  The believer (like the unbeliever) must face sorrow and discomfort, trial and anxiety, and many hardships in life; but he never faces them alone.  He will never be overlooked or forgotten by the gracious and loving care of God.  

Let’s consider Philippians 4:19 just a little closer now.  First of all, we see our source of supply.  The verse says, My God shall supply all your need.  You may have friends who are interested in helping you, or loved ones who are concerned about your best welfare; but there is no one in the whole wide world as interested in you as God is.  He knows no limits.  His Presence fills the world.  And His word brings planets into existence.  His eyes pierce even the thoughts and intents of the hearts of everyone.  Being the Creator of everything and everyone, He is before all things and above all things.  He is in a position to supply all our needs.

Next, note the certainty of God’s supply.  Paul said, My God shall supply.  There appears to be no doubt in the mind of the apostle.  Never once in all of his writings in the New Testament do we find Paul doubting God’s provision.  Were his needs fully met?  Indeed they were.  Never did he complain.  In fact, he declared in this same 4th chapter of Philippians, I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.  In other words, he learned how to trust God completely.  All believers are privileged to trust God as Paul did.  God loves all of us the same.  He is no respecter of persons.  Not one of His followers is of any greater importance to Him than others.  We are in Christ.  We can say, My God shall supply.
Notice, too, the sufficiency of the supply.  God did not promise to supply some of our needs, but all of them.  My God shall supply all your need.  All of us are creatures of need.  No one is exempt.  Because someone is a millionaire doesn’t mean that he does not have needs.  Rich and poor alike have needs before God which only the Lord can supply.  Of course, man’s greatest need is salvation through Christ.  Only God can provide this through His Beloved Son Jesus, but (after this most important need is met) there are scores of other needs for which only God can undertake.  Be sure, however, there is no need He cannot supply.  That’s why Paul declared, My God shall supply all your need.  
Now we must not overlook the measure of the supply.  God will meet all our need according to his riches in glory.  This statement suggests the unlimited resources and capital of the bank of Heaven.  We should take careful note that there is no mention here of God’s riches on earth but, rather, His riches in glory.  It is not merely earthly treasures that are put at the disposal of the people of God, but far more:  heavenly wealth.  What a marvelous provision God has made for His own.
Finally we see, in Philippians 4:19 the channel of God’s supply:  by Christ Jesus.  God channels all of His blessing through the person of His Beloved Son.  In 1 Timothy 2:5, we read, For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the connecting link between the Creator and His creatures.  All of blessing and happiness is known and realized through Jesus Christ.  

If you know the Lord Jesus as your very own, you may claim all the truths of Philippians 4:19.  It makes no difference what the need may be.  Christ is sufficient.  Believe His word and accept His provision.  His promises will not change.  He is the same yesterday, and today, and for ever.  Someone has said that Philippians 4:19 is the greatest New Year’s verse in the Bible.  It is a promise that begins and ends with God.  We enter the New Year with Him, and we conclude it with Him.  How wonderful and sufficient is His marvelous grace.  
Now, if you don’t know the Lord Jesus as your very own Savior, I plead with you to come to Him at this very moment.  None of us knows what the New Year will bring.  That’s why it is so important to know the Lord and to be ready.  Don’t wait.  Do not delay.  You see, one of the devil’s most useful and successful phrases is, “Wait a while; put it off a little longer,”  but putting God off until tomorrow very often leads to sorrow.  It is far better to look ahead and prepare than to look back and regret. 

In the Old Testament, there is a startling statement of only three words but worth our attention:  Remember Lot’s wife.  Why should we remember Lot’s wife?  Because she was almost saved, but died in her sins.  She heard the word of God and started to obey it, but looked back and perished.  I believe the Lord Jesus is saying to many today “Be careful the same thing doesn’t happen in your life.”  In Proverbs 29:1, we read, He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.  This might be the last message you will ever hear.  This could be the last opportunity you will ever have to decide for Christ.  Oh, I am not saying it will be.  But it may be.  There is nothing more important for you to do than to invite Jesus Christ to come into your life at this very moment.  Will you receive Him?  Start the New Year right.  Start it with Jesus.

Our God and Heavenly Father, for those who are coming to You at this very moment, I pray that You will lead them on into the promised life of blessing and peace, through Jesus Christ our wonderful Lord.  Amen.
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