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Looking Ahead With Confidence                  Dr. J. Allen Blair
Little children need the help and guidance of interested and loving parents if they are to mature and grow into productive young people.  Well, basically, adults are the same – only we need the help and guidance of the Lord in every decision of life if we are to become fruitful and useful men and women of God.

Henrietta Mears, a Bible teacher, told her students, “A bird is free in the air, but place a bird in water and he loses his liberty; a fish is free in water, but leave him on the sand and he dies; the Christian is free when he does the will of God and is obedient to God’s commands.  This is as natural a realm for God’s child as the water is for the fish and the air for the bird.  Yet, there are only a comparatively few of God’s people who are really concerned about doing God’s will.”  Well, in my thinking, there is nothing more important for the child of God than obedience to the plan and will of God for his life.  If, carelessly and indifferently, he goes his own way; spending his own money; formulating his own plans; and, time and time again, choosing his own destiny, he knows little about God’s will.  

Now, what I am telling you about God’s will is not merely of my own thinking.  Listen to this quote from a letter written by the president of a Christian college.  “The thing that almost frightens me is the number of good Christian young people we have coming to Christian schools with no real purpose in life.  They are simply going on to college because they finished high school.  They haven’t been challenged in the local church; and, if they do not face up to the issues in college, I fear that they may never make the right decisions.  The fact is that many are going to college just because they are expected to obtain a bachelor’s degree as part of our American culture – as job insurance, or as part of the great society.  They are acted upon by their environment and, unthinkingly, follow what has been called the “genetic approach.”

Now, let me ask a question.  Where did this problem actually begin?  Well my answer is, “In the home.”  The aimlessness of parents, and home-life in general, is showing up in the attitudes of young people entering college.  To work to draw one’s pay; to spend it in order to live comfortable, and well; and, then, to work some more to draw more pay to spend, and so on, until one dies – this is all that many seem to be learning from their elders.  How many parents are really concerned about doing God’s will in everything?

Well, of course, I have no way of answering my question.  But Jesus said, in Matthew 5:20, By their fruits ye shall know them.  What we are seeing coming from Christian homes, to a large degree, provides our answer.  We can summarize it by saying only a small minority of young people have been challenged by God’s will because their parents are concerned about the will of God.

Now what am I talking about when I speak about the will of God?  Simply this:  that God has a plan for the life of every believer.  What is this plan?  Is it that every believer should be a missionary or a pastor or go into some form of Christian service?  I am sure not.  I have met some people in these endeavors that give every evidence that they don’t belong there.  Obviously, when they chose their profession, they bypassed the will of God.  Well, I like the way A. P. Gibbs states it.  “God often guides His people by providence.  That is, He brings certain conditions and circumstances to pass that make it clear to the Christian what God would have him do.  It may be a change of employment, or of a location, or of a field of service for the Lord that faces a believer.  As he studies God’s word; waits upon God, prayerfully, seeking divine guidance; and allows nothing to hinder the Spirit of God from directing him, the Christian will discover that God by His providence will make the way plain.  And he can say, with Abraham’s servant, I being in the way, the LORD led me.”  
Now, what steps did A. P. Gibbs tells us that lead to God’s perfect will?  He (1) studies God’s word; (2) he waits upon God, prayerfully; (3) he seeks divine guidance; and (4) he allows nothing to hinder the Spirit of God from directing him.  
The problem of most of us is that we give no thought to the will of God, while at the same time we are poor students of the word.  Oh, maybe we read a few verses or a chapter or two a day (hurriedly before we rush off to the job or jump in bed at night).  That doesn’t match up with what Mr. Gibbs says about the study of God’s word.  And then, how little time is given to prayer?  Do we really wait on God?  I think many of us are like the architect tells us.  He relates, “I have spent thousands of dollars and valuable time getting a formal education to prepare for my profession so that I can advise people for any type of construction they may have in mind, but,” he adds, “so often when my clients come to me they have their preconceived plans of what they want done and have little or not time to listen to my advice.”  Well, are we not like this?  We know what we are going to do and how we are going to do it, but what about God’s will?  He knows much more than we know.  He can see far ahead.  We see the past and today, but that isn’t enough to make these lasting decisions all of us must make.  We need the Divine Architect and His wisdom, that we might make the right choices and go in the right direction – which, of course, is God’s direction.  When we go in God’s ways, we shall not make mistakes because the Lord never leads any one into an impossible task.  

And, another thing, when we wait on God and pray about His will, He responds.  Charles Spurgeon put it this way, “The Lord is never voiceless, except to an earless soul.”  If we are too busy to listen or uninterested, God’s plan will be unknown.  But the sincere believer can be assured that eventually he will hear the Holy Spirit saying, This is the way, walk ye in it.  We should realize that God’s will will not always be an easy way.  It will be filled with encumbrances and difficulties along the way.  But, in the midst of it all, there will be blessing – constant blessing:  God’s blessing; overwhelming blessing which is the result of obedience to the plan and will of God.  I will also tell you, if you are really concerned about doing God’s will, Satan will do everything in his power to get you sidetracked.  He may use a tiny irritation, or a petty grievance.  It may be fear or worry.  He will try to get your thoughts and energies concentrated on secondary things instead of God’s purpose.  That’s why it is so important that we keep looking to Jesus, never forgetting that our help comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth.
And should you be listening today and you’ve never received the Lord Jesus as you Savior, I urge you to bow your head and do that right now.  This will be the greatest decision you will ever make in life.  And, if after this decision, you write to me and tell me about it, I’ll send you some helpful literature.  So, I hope I’ll hear from you.

Heavenly Father, may each of us consider our own life and make certain that God’s will has the preeminence.  We have made so many mistakes in life as the result of the human will.  We want Your best, dear God.  Right now, we offer ourselves to You for that end.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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