(Tape No. 272)

      Is Greed Your Master?                              Dr. J. Allen Blair
If I were to ask you “Are you greedy?” what would your answer be?  Well, I dare say, you and most of us would give the same reply, “Oh no, I’m not greedy.”  Do you know why we would give this answer?  -- Simply, because greed is usually unrecognizable in ourselves.  We can see it in other people, but not in ourselves.

One of the world’s worst sins is greed.  What a wonderful world ours would be if no one broke the Tenth Commandment, Thou shalt not covet.  There would be no need for locks on our doors.  We could do away with our jails.  To a large degree, people could live together happily.  Few of us realize the seriousness of greed.  In the Bible, it is usually spoken of as “covetousness,” and is mentioned more often than any other sin.  It is classified with the most abominable types of evil, such as idolatry, adultery, and fornication.  Wherever we go, the spirit of greed is evident.  People are not satisfied to pray, Give us this day our daily bread.  One person says, “Give me all the oil” . . . another, “I want all the coal.”  Still others say, “Give me all the sugar,” or “all the wheat,” or “all the steel.”  If greed were removed from our nation, all strikes would be eliminated.  No longer would there be friction between capital and labor.  Were greed removed, the liquor and drug traffic would vanish.  Likewise, stealing, murder, prostitution, and many other evils, would disappear.  Rarely, do we hear about this sin from our pulpits these days.  We are told about pride, adultery, profanity, gambling, drunkenness, drugs, and the like; but the sin of all sins is being neglected.  Some preachers are shooting at chipmunks when they ought to be shooting at elephants. 

Consider greed as it is found in the Bible.  It caused Adam and Eve to pluck the forbidden fruit.  It made Saul hold back the best of the flock.  It caused Lot to pitch his tent toward the well-watered plains of Jordan.  It made Balaam step over a heavenly crown and back into hell for a little of Balak’s money.  It caused Ahab to lie in order to get Naboth’s vineyard.  It made Achen to steal the Babylonish garment and golden wedge.  It made Ananias and Sapphira hold back a part of the price.  It made Judas sell his Lord for a few pieces of silver.  It made the rich, Jewish farmer pull down his barns and build greater and send his soul to hell.  
Anyone who is greedy is centered in himself.  In the parable Jesus told of the rich, Jewish farmer who pondered, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits?  Quickly, he concluded, This will I do: (I won’t give any of it away) . . . I will build a greater (a bigger barn and hold on to it).  This self-centered man considered neither God nor his fellow man.  He was indifferent to every obligation he owed to others.  He was callous to everything, save his own comfort.  This man’s progress in material things had outrun his ability to manage them, until he had more goods than goodness.  In other words, “things” were in the saddle “riding him” when he should have been in the saddle riding things.  His life was mastered by things:  “goods,” “fruits,” and “barns” were frequently used words in his vocabulary.  They were the major objectives of his life.  He was more concerned about making a living than making a life.  

Now there is nothing wrong with things.  The problem occurs when things become the master and man becomes the slave.  Eat, drink, and be merry is a fool’s philosophy.  No one should ever live on the mean basis of appropriation: always getting and never giving.  Our lives should not be cisterns, but channels.  They are not to be reservoirs, but rivers.  Of what value are we to the world if we are always getting and never giving?  Such people are like fruitless trees that clutter the ground.  The Lord Jesus issued a stern warning regarding the sin of greed.  He said, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.  Real living does not consist of how much one has or how much one is worth. Beware of the philosophy that thinks that money and valuables can give lasting satisfaction.  This is nothing more than a satanic delusion.   Jesus Christ is the only one who can give enduring satisfaction in life.  One might be stripped of all his earthly possessions but still have peace and joy, with the assurance that God will provide.
Regrettably, there are many professing Christians who are greedy.  They have not come into a full understanding of the reality of Philippians 4:19, But my God shall provide all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  These faltering believers have not learned the truth of 1 Timothy 6:6, Godliness with contentment is great gain.  Like many worldly people, they too were ever-reaching out for more.  Even though they may have more than an abundance, they are never satisfied.   What a pity it is that some who profess to love Christ have not discovered the truth of Colossians 2:9 and 10, For in him (that is, in Jesus Christ) dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.  And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power.  We who are in Him are complete in Him.  What a privilege is ours: to be able to awaken in the morning and commit our entire life to God’s care and direction.  Even though our circumstances may be unbearable, yet, God is sufficient.  And, in His own way and time, He will provide.  

We need not be distressed about our surroundings.  There is no reason to be greedy, because it is true (as David said in Psalm 31:15): our times are in His hand.  God is mindful of our needs and He cannot fail.  Recall the important truth given by the Lord’s servant in 1 Kings 8:56, there hath not failed one word of all his good promise, which he promised by the hand of Moses his servant.  God has never failed you, me, or anyone else.  Do you think He plans to make your situation his first failure?  There will be no first, for Jesus never fails.  Why not bow your head at this moment and tell the Lord you will believe Him for all the future.  Confess the fact that you have been greedy.  Accept God’s cleansing and forgiveness.  Then, go forth with perfect confidence to trust the Lord every step of the way.  
Now if you’re not sure you know the Lord, get that settled immediately.  Receive Jesus Christ as the one who died for you and rose again.  Let Him become the Lord of your life.  Then the way will be clear to overcome covetousness with the confidence that you can trust Jesus Christ for all things at all times.
Blessed Lord, with gratitude I look to You on behalf of Your people.  Cleanse our hearts from greed, that we may fix our attention on Your grace and love.  And, for those who are unsaved, may they receive Jesus Christ: their only hope.  In His Name I pray.  Amen.
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