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No  Need to Fear Death                     Dr. J. Allen Blair
When I was a child, I had a horrible fear of death because I didn’t know the real meaning of death.  In my young mind, I thought it was the end of everything.  Later, I found out that I was mistaken, and that death can be the entrance into everything that is good and beautiful.  

Over the gate of a cemetery in China are the words: Place of eternal separation.  That, in just a small measure, describes the utter hopelessness of unbelief.  A cemetery is never the final resting place of any one.  The Lord Jesus stated explicitly in John 5:28-29, Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of condemnation.  Every corpse that has ever been buried will some day rise from the dead -- either at the time of the resurrection of the saved, or at the resurrection of the unsaved.  The righteous will be raised when Christ returns for His own, as we read in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 – For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.    

The Bible also speaks about the resurrection unto condemnation.  This will take place following the thousand-year reign of Christ upon the earth.  All unbelievers will be raised, and be judged for their failure to acknowledge Christ as Savior and Lord.  Following this, they will be cast into the lake of fire, as the Bible states in the 20th chapter of the Book of the Revelation (dealing with the great white throne judgment and the resurrection of the unsaved).  God concludes by declaring in the 15th verse, And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.  Now, if you have never received Jesus Christ, it is urgent that you make your decision so that you might be prepared to meet God when the Lord comes for His own. 
Now, maybe you are wondering what happens to the believer when he dies.  Well, over a period of time, the body goes back to dust; it deteriorates, and decomposes.  At death, the soul goes immediately to be with Christ.  It does not sleep, and it is not dead.  In fact, it is more alive than it has ever been before.  Every true believer should live each day in anticipation of this wonderful experience of going into the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Paul said, in Philippians 1:23, I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better.  Yes, it is far better than this life on earth, and far better than anything we have ever known.  

Paul wrote, also, in 2 Corinthians 5:2, For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.  The word tabernacle refers to the body which is the house of the soul.  It is the soul, not the body, that goes to be with the Lord at death.  The body, which returns to dust, will be recreated at the resurrection (probably with the same likeness it had while on earth).  But, at death, the soul is forever with the Lord.  In this same fifth chapter of 2 Corinthians (beginning with verse six) we read, Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord:  (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)   We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.  How wonderful it will be, following all these years of traveling on our earthly pilgrimage to be in the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
An old saint of God was close to death when his minister came to see him.  After offering words of comfort for several minutes, the minister said, tenderly, “Well, I’m not going to weary you, so I’ll read the sweetest verse in the Bible to you; then, we’ll have prayer together.”  He opened his Bible to the 14th chapter of John’s Gospel, and read, In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you.  As he started to close his Bible, and kneel by the side of the bed for prayer, the dying man stretched out his hand, and whispered, “No, that isn’t the sweetest verse.  Read on.”  So the minister read, And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.  At that instant, with a smile, the dying saint whispered, “That’s it.  That’s the sweetest verse.  It’s not the mansions, it is Christ I want.”  
Well, if you have received Christ, it is He that you will see the next instant after you shut your eyes in death.  This is the wonderful resurrection hope our Lord left for His people.  Possibly, you might wonder if we can be sure of this.   We can be sure because the Lord Jesus Christ affirmed it.  He rose from the dead proving His power over death so that we have every reason to believe that we shall follow Him.  He promised this long ago in John 11:25-26, where He said, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:  And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.  Christ declared that believers will never die.  Of course He was not referring to the body, but the soul.  But, beyond this, even the body will be raised on the resurrection day to be joined to the soul for eternity.  Jesus gave us His assuring word in John 14:19, Because I live, ye shall live also.
The story is told of the little boy who attended Sunday school faithfully every Sunday.  His mother feared to go to church because she could not stand hearing anything about death.  After a message on Christ’s resurrection one Sunday, the boy rushed home following the service.  And, as soon as he was in the door, he shouted, “Mother, you need not be afraid to die because Jesus went through the grave and left the light behind!”
Death is still an enemy, but in the midst of it there is light for those who are followers of Jesus Christ because the grave is not the end.  Be sure, the soul which involves your nature, your intellect, your will, and your personality will never be buried in a grave.  It will go immediately either to be with Christ, or it will go to hell and be eternally separated from Christ.  Christ died on the Cross for our sins, that we might be delivered and have the assurance of going to be with Him at death.  There is no other way to salvation.  He declared, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  If you have never taken Christ into your life, respond to His invitation.  Come to Him.  He said, Come unto me.  And God will meet you if you come unto Him.  Claim Him as your Savior and Lord, right now.

Blessed God, I praise You for Your Beloved Son who died for us; that we might have the assurance of Heaven.  I pray for many who are troubled about the future, with no hope and no peace; that they will receive Christ, and know they are ready for eternity.  I ask this in our Savior’s Name.  Amen.
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