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The World Wide Evil                         Dr. J. Allen Blair
What do you think our world would be like if no one was selfish and everyone lived for other people?  Well, it’s difficult even to imagine such a thing, isn’t it?  Yet, that’s the way Jesus lived.  He was totally selfless.  This is why He died in our place on the Cross.  He had no sins of His own.  He died for our sins.  My, what a lesson for all of us!
There was a time when Satan was a beautiful angel; but because of his selfish and rebellious spirit he was cast from his high and noble position, and became the instigator of evil.  God reveals the reason for Satan’s fall in Isaiah 14:13-14.  Satan said, in his heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north.  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.  Notice here that five times the personal pronoun “I” was used.  There is no question about it.  Satan had “I” trouble.  He suffered from “I” strain.  “I” will do this.  “I” will do that.  “I” will do the other thing.  Do you know that there are literally millions of people in this world who are mastered by this same evil of selfishness?  They, too, have “I” trouble.  Most everything they do is motivated by its benefit to themselves.  They are like the bachelor who prayed, “Lord, bless me.  That’s as far as I can see.”  So many people are like this bachelor --  That’s as far as they can see: only that which will benefit their selfish nature.  Whenever they talk to you, it is “I,” “I,” “I.”  

At a banquet, a congressman was asked what he considered the prime object of legislation, and his answer was, “The greatest good to the greatest number.”  And what do you consider the greatest number?  “Number one,” replied the congressman.  Well, you and I meet people like that every day, who consider “number one” to be the important one.  They are totally oblivious to the needs of others, while they consider only their own needs and interests.

After one comes to Jesus Christ and is born again, it should be different.  The true believer enters into Calvary’s love.  In 1 Corinthians 13:5, we read that this kind of love seeketh not her own.  Calvary’s love doesn’t look inward, it looks outward.  Our Lord didn’t think of Himself when He went to the Cross and permitted His cruel murderers to drive the spikes through His hands and feet.  This is Calvary’s love.  He thought only of lost humanity and the need for their redemption.  This is the Christ Spirit.  I’ve already told you about the satanic spirit.  

Now which describes you?  Are you mastered by your “self,” or by Christ?  If you are one of those many individuals mastered by self, you are (of all people) most miserable.  I know that.  You’ve never entered into the joy of living.  The truly happy person is not the one who thinks only of himself.  He is concerned about others and does what he can to help others.  In helping them, he creates life for himself.  

The story is told about two men who were traveling in the mountains on a bitter cold snowy day.  Both were so cold that they despaired of arriving at their destination alive.  About that time, they stumbled over a man half buried in the snow and nearly dead from exposure.  One of the men suggested that they carry the unfortunate man with them; but the other refused to help, insisting that they would have all they could do to save themselves.  One went on his way, while the other shouldered the unconscious man, and (with great difficulty) struggled along with his heavy burden.  Through his extra exertion, he began to warm up and felt better in spite of the severe cold.  The nearly frozen fellow hanging on his shoulders felt the warmth; and, by the time they arrived at the village, he had recovered consciousness.  Shortly before arriving, they found the man who had refused to help, fallen by the wayside and frozen to death.  

When we reach out of ourselves to help someone else, we save ourselves.  Actually, this is what the Lord Jesus said, isn’t it, in Matthew 16:25, For whosoever will save his life shall lose it, and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.  Recall how when Jesus hung on the Cross.  His enemies shouted, He saved others, himself he cannot save!  Of course He couldn’t save Himself.  This was against the nature of God.  God is love.  He is not selfish in any sense of the word.  The Bible says, he gave himself a ransom for all.  God is ever-giving.  You and I do not deserve His gifts, but He gives them any way.  Christ did not deserve to die on the Cross, but He died anyway.  This is God’s nature.  And when a man or a woman enters into a personal relationship with the Son of God, he too should possess the same nature.  No longer should he be mastered by the satanic spirit of selfishness.  He ought to be overcome by the love of God, and be concerned about other people.  This is the real need in our world today.  It makes no difference what area of society you examine.  At the root of all evil is the basic evil of selfishness.  You name it: pollution, murder, vandalism, warfare, destruction – all of this has been brought on by the selfish natures of those who have not experienced the love of God.
Now, of course, I am not saying that it is not possible for a Christian to be selfish.  Regrettably, this is all too common.  But I am saying: when one yields his life to Christ and Christ becomes his Lord, selfishness should be ruled out.  Now, I may be talking to someone who is a Christian and yet you lack the peace and blessing that you have heard others talk about.  It could very well be that you’ve overlooked your selfishness.  Ask God to examine your heart and reveal any trace of this evil; that you might confess it, and enter into the victory of Christ, and know the joy of the Christ-centered life.  And, then, may I add:  If you have never met the Son of God; if you’re not a Christian (and by that I mean, you have never really received Christ into your life), I urge you to receive Him at this very moment, for He is the perfect Son of God who knows nothing of hate and selfishness.  He is the God of love, and He wants to impart a new nature to you whereby you, too, will no longer be mastered by self, but by the love of God.  Just now, if you never have, take Christ into your life.  

Father, for those who need our Lord, I pray that today they may come to Him for salvation.  And, for Christians who are still mastered by the sin of self, give them victory as they yield their all to Jesus Christ.  May they not try to improve themselves in the strength of the flesh, but yield to Christ who only can impart His Righteousness to us.  This I ask in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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