(Tape No. 272)



  What Is Faith?                                            Dr. J. Allen Blair
Not only is our God the God of today and yesterday, He is the God of tomorrow.  That’s an important fact that we who are Christians must never lose sight of.  Since He is the God of tomorrow, every trace of worry should be eliminated.  We need to exercise the gift of faith which God has provided, and accept above all else His perfect will.

A word that is very often used carelessly and without much thought is “faith.”  People have been heard to say, “If only we have faith, everything will work out.”  What do they mean, “have faith”?  Usually, it comes down to telling one’s self that things will get better.  So they sit tight and hope they will.  But this isn’t faith.  Faith is not contingent on nothing.  Faith, as I understand it, must have an object.  Listen to this verse from the Bible found in Hebrews 11:1.  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  There are two words here that describe the essence of faith:  substance and evidence.  Both of these words tell us that true faith is always dependent on something.  

There is an important character in the Old Testament who is a man of faith (and I mean “great” faith).  His name was Abraham.  I read, in Romans 4:3, that Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.  Now this verse does not merely say that Abraham “believed.”  (This is actually what people are thinking when they tell us to “have faith and everything will be alright.”  They are saying, “Simply believe,” but this is not enough.)  Genuine faith must believe in something or someone.  Abraham believed in God, and that means that he believed everything God had to say:  he accepted God’s word as the final authority.  His faith was not based upon nothing, but rather upon a solid foundation of Truth.

In 2 Peter 1:5, we are told that knowledge must be added to faith if faith is to be effective.  Thus faith is not a leap into the dark.  It must have content.  The most reliable content anyone can have for faith is what God has said in His word because there is no limit to God’s knowledge.  He is the Creator.  Thus it won’t do anyone any good to have faith, unless their faith is based upon reliable knowledge.  

I read one time of a man who, years ago, had been selling bullet-proof vests.  He was known as a tremendous salesman.  He appeared to believe in his product 100 percent.  One day, he was confronted by General Grant who said, “Put one of those vests on, and let my men shoot at it.”  The salesman refused.  Of course, this proved that the salesman’s belief in his product was not real.  It was not based upon “evidence.”  Anyone who has sincerely trusted in Jesus Christ has, within the scope of his knowledge, “evidence” that cannot be questioned.  There is no reason in the world why he should not have faith because (knowing Christ who both died and rose again) he has the evidence that everything Christ has said is true.  And, even more than this, Christ provided unquestionable credentials of His relationship to the Father as the Son of God, thus making it clear that everything God has said in His word is true and it can be depended upon.  
Those who have depended upon it by faith have found this to be true. I have never known of anyone who has truly believed in the Lord (while at the same time having read His word through from beginning to end) who was not a man or a woman of faith.  His faith may have been a limited faith, but (nevertheless) it was genuine faith because it was based on the solid evidence of God’s eternal and inerrant truth: the Bible.

I am prone to think that most all believers have a limited faith.  I doubt if any one of us has exhausted the possibilities of faith.  We limit God frequently because we don’t take hold of all the promises of His word.  We worry and fret while failing to trust completely in the One who said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.  We have doubts and fears that are ungrounded, rather than launching out with conquering faith in the One who is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.
A great preacher of a former generation relates his experience along this line in his writings.  He was a pastor of a church which was heavily in debt.  He and many others in the church made it a matter of very definite prayer that somehow God would provide for this need.  One day, a stranger called on John McNeil saying that he’d heard about the church and its debt and wanted to do something to help.  Then, laying a blank check on the desk before the pastor, he said, “You just fill in the needed amount and I will return and sign it.”  With that, he left.  John McNeil sat there looking at the check (wondering if his visitor was for real) while saying to himself, “Even if he is for real, he surely doesn’t know how much we need.”  In a few minutes, McNeil decided he couldn’t lose anything by going along with his visitor.  So he filled out the check for half the amount needed (thinking that even that was a sum that would be strongly questioned, even if this visitor should happen to return).  Well, after a while, he came back.  And, with hardly a glance at the check, he scribbled his signature on it, and left the pastor’s study.  John McNeil read the signature of the well-known philanthropist whom he had never seen before.  When he realized what happened, he cried out, “Oh, man of little faith, I will never doubt again!”
The apostle Paul wrote, in Philippians 4:19, But my God shall supply all you need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  What will God supply?  All your need!  On what basis . . . is this dependent upon our great faith?  Well the Bible doesn’t say that.  It is true that we need faith to claim the provision; but, notice, it is based upon the riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  There may be limits to our faith, but (I guarantee you) there are no limits to the riches of Christ.  This is why we can believe -- not that things will simply work out alright, but in the unquestionable providence of the Lord as made clear in His word.  Friends, this is faith.  Don’t allow Satan to tempt you to doubt.  We are told in Mark 10:27, With God all things are possible.  Don’t put limits on God by your shallow faith.  All things are possible. 

Now this does not mean that God is obligated to answer our prayers as we prayed them.  He may have a better plan for us.  He may have a more opportune time to provide that for which we are praying.  We must never overlook the importance of the will of God as we exercise faith.  More important than anything in the world (for the believer) is God’s perfect will for each of us.  So don’t try to pray beyond God’s will in anything.  At the same time, recognize that He can do all things.  Do not limit Him by your lack of confidence in Him.

We are told, in Matthew 13:58, that Jesus did not many mighty works in his own home town simply because of the unbelief of the residents.  Here He was in His own home town, yet the people who had known Him (who knew Him well from childhood) refused to believe Him.  The problem was, however, they knew “of” Him, but they did not really “know” Him.  Well, many people are like that today.  They know all about Jesus Christ, but they have never committed their lives to Him, and trusted Him to perform the mighty miracles that He is able to perform: the greatest of these being the miracle of salvation.  When a person receives Christ, and believes in Him by faith, Jesus Christ changes Him; and He makes a new creature out of him.  He takes away the sinful desires and lusts, and enables him to walk with God.  
Have you ever experienced this extraordinary miracle?  If not, I urge you to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ at this moment; and, then, day-by-day, walk with Him by faith, trusting Him for everything.  Understand that when you know Him, you have the power of God in your life through the Holy Spirit.  You can trust Him and believe Him for all things.  As you search the Scriptures and pray, learn how to really trust God.  You will see Him do the great and mighty things He has promised in His word.

Father God, I praise You for all that we possess in Jesus Christ.  I confess to You that I have not always believed as I should, but I pray at this moment that You will teach me how to trust You and when to trust You.  And may all of us, by faith (which is Your gift to us) believe You for all things.  For I pray in the Name and for the sake of Jesus our Wonderful Lord.  Amen.
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