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Castle or Hassle?                                Dr. J. Allen Blair
If you were to ask, “What is the worst problem we face in our country today,” my answer would be, without hesitation, “Our homes.”  I guarantee you, whatever problem you name (economic, political, technical . . .) they all have roots in the home.  By the way, let me ask.   What is your home like?  Would you say it is all it should be?  Is there anything you could do to improve the situation?  Stay with us, I’ll be back.

Is your home a castle or a hassle?  I hope you can say, “My home is a castle where we have love and happiness.”  But, on the other hand, you may have to confess that your home is a hassle: there is little or no love, and it is completely devoid of happiness.  

What makes a home a castle rather than a hassle?  Is it because “grace” is said at meals, the Bible is read at bedtime, Scripture mottos are on the wall, and lots of Christian books are lying around?  Well, these may contribute to a good home, but they do not necessarily ensure happiness in the home.  It is people who must be considered.  Things may help to produce happiness, but (above all else) those who live in the home need to experience new life through Jesus Christ.  Without Christ in the home, there is little control for self-centeredness, pride, and unkindness.
Does believing on Jesus Christ solve all the problems?  Not necessarily.  There must be a full commitment of each life to the control of Christ.  A person can believe on Christ and yet continue to be extremely selfish.  He can be very demanding, lacking concern for his spouse’s well-being.  This is why believing on Christ, in itself, is not always a guarantee of a happy home.  Each believer in the home should have a daily personal devotional life, as well as a time for family worship.  There should also be periods of communication with each other when problems can be solved and disagreements discussed.  Also, worship in the house of God should be part of the regular routinel.  The church we attend should be a carefully selected church.  Not just any church, because there are some churches that are making no real spiritual impact on those who attend.  Worship in some churches consists of little more than religious entertainment with practically no Bible teaching – resulting in limited spiritual edification.  Go to a church where Christ is exalted, where there is a worthwhile program for young people, and where the pastor and people are interested in each other’s spiritual growth.  Such a church will be most useful in restructuring the lives of those who are finding it difficult to live together, so they can enjoy the blessedness of oneness in marriage which God intended.  

Now, if there is to be happiness in the home, it is also a requisite (where children are involved) to have discipline.  Much of the disharmony in the modern home is the result of parents who are failing to exercise proper discipline for their children.  Happiness cannot be expected if rebellious children are ignored.  There should never be any reason for a parent to speak twice to a child.  Children should be taught to obey at the first command.  Overlooking disobedience in the home often leads to rebellion and disinterest in school, and (later) failure in public life.

Parents must always be supportive of each other in their attitude toward their children.  If there is a divergence of opinion in the presence of the child, he will have little respect for either parent.  If there is a difference of opinion in regard to enforcing the rules of the home, the child will be the first one to notice it.  As a consequence, he will disregard authority.  There should never be anything other than a united effort to discipline a child.  

Responsibility should be shared in the home.  There are some husbands who appear to have the idea that they are the king and the wife is the slave.  She is expected to do all the housework, prepare all the meals, clean up all the dishes, care for the children, and many other jobs that should be shared by husband and wife.  Because a husband works all day at his regular employment is not excuse to get out from under the load of things at home.  He is more than a boarder.  He is a husband and a father.  

When God created woman, He said, It is not good that man should be alone;  I will make him an help meet for him.  Now, the word meet here is not spelled “m-e-a-t,” but m-e-e-t.  The woman was created to be a help to her husband:  to meet with him on a common level in assuming the responsibilities of the home.  There is an equality taught here that is often overlooked.  At the same time, God outlines specific duties in the Scriptures for the wife and the husband.  There must be the mutual sharing of the responsibilities of the home if there is to be happiness.

It was Edgar Guest who said, “It takes a heap of living to make a home.”  Though this statement is true, doubtless you will agree that it takes more than this.  Basically, it takes the love of God – which is discovered only through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  It is not enough for the wife to be a Christian, or the husband to be a Christian.  Both should know Christ as the Lord of the life.  

Also, what God has told us in His word should be practiced in the home.  The very practical test of the faith we profess is the degree to which it is applied in the home.  It is not only what we are like in church or our employment.  What does our Christian profession do for us in our home?  Nothing should overshadow this.  Take a few minutes to consider these things.  Maybe your home isn’t what it should be because you are not what you should be.  Don’t place all the blame on others in your home.  Look into your heart.  What contributions should you be making for its betterment?  Do something about it.  You may be able to change things.

Could it be that you need Christ in your life?  This might be the whole cause for your trouble.  If it is, ask Christ to become your Lord.  Then, seek the wisdom He will give to create the kind of home that will truly honor Him and provide happiness for each member of your family.

Heavenly Father, I look to You in weakness, praising You that You’ve said, wherein we are weak, you will make us strong.  I ask, dear God, that You will lift our feeble hands, that they may be used in molding and fashioning our homes after Your standard.  I thank You, even now, for the help You have given and will give.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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