(Tape No. 273)

      
         Are You Communicating?                                Dr. J. Allen Blair
Regrettably, many of our churches are overrun by silent Christians.  The Bible tells us we are to communicate the Gospel, but we are silent.  We communicate dozens of other things, but not the Gospel.  But, let me ask.  Is anything more important than telling people about Jesus and His wonderful grace and love?  I don’t know of anything.  Think about it.

A young father phoned a Chicago newspaper from a telephone booth, and told a reporter that he sent a letter to the paper outlining his story and that he was going to shoot himself.  The reporter tried frantically to trace the call, but it was too late.  Later, the police located the booth and found the young father slumped over with a bullet through his head.  In his pockets, they found a child’s crayon drawing (much folded and worn) on which he had written, “Please leave in my coat pocket; I want to have it buried with me.”  The drawing had been signed in a childish scrawl by his daughter, Shirley, who had perished in a fire just five months before.  Since Shirley’s mother had been dead from the time that the child was two, there was no family.  Speaking to the reporter before his death, the heart-broken father said that all he had in life was gone and he felt so alone.  Unable to stand the loneliness and the loss, he felt that it was better to be dead than to live in an impersonal world.  

Well, my first reaction to this, when I read it was “I wish I had had the opportunity to talk to that man before he killed himself.”  But then I thought of all those like him I pass every day.  Lonely people do not wear signs marking themselves as lonely.  Often, they are disguised behind expressionless faces.  They are locked in their loneliness because they don’t know how to break out of their prison.  The only escape many of them know is at the bottom of a bottle, or at the end of a drug-stained needle, or inside the shiny jacket of a barbiturate.  You and I see these people everyday and we don’t even realize it.  They live in our neighborhoods.  Sometimes we are appalled by the veneer we see on the outside, but we fail to see the lonely soul on the inside.  In our complacency, we overlook the fact that we have the message that can transform their lives and give them peace and joy within.  

The Lord Jesus could look on a multitude and move with compassion.  He could approach a sleeping city at midnight and weep for it.  But you and I (who profess to be His followers), caught up in the busy-ness of our age, fail to realize the importance of communicating the message that Jesus Christ provided for us.  Please consider, prayerfully, the words of this verse of scripture:  But to do good and to communicate forget not:  for which such sacrifices God is well pleased.  That’s Hebrews 13:16.  You see, God transformed our lives when we believed on Christ.  As the result, we owe the world something.  First, we owe the world a genuine sample of what it means to be born again.  Recall the account of the spies going into the promise land where they found fruit.  The grapes were as big as apples.  They concluded that they must hurry back and tell their brethren.  One of them was too clever for this.  He spoke up, and said, “Don’t do it.  They will never believe you.”  So, they found themselves a branch of a tree, and they came back with a sample.  They had the proof. They had something to show.  When we go to our neighbors and friends to tell them about Christ, we must give them proof.  It is not enough to say, Greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world.  We must make this fact known by transformed living.  We owe the world the evidence of the fact that there is One living within us who is greater than the one living in the unsaved.  As we show them what Christ has done for us, then we can tell them what He can do for them.  In this way, we can do good and communicate.  What greater good could we possibly do for anyone than to show him the miracle of a transformed life so his life can be changed by the same Christ who changed us?
You see, many Christians are like corked bottles.  We would not question their experience with God.  We would not doubt them for a moment.  They tell us they have met the Lord; that He has given peace and blessing, but they never share this important truth with anyone.  They keep it shut up within.  Let me say to you who are as corked bottles, “Get uncorked for God.”  Actually, only Christ can remove the cork of self-love, shyness, or whatever it is that keeps us from pouring out the water of life to others.  If we were to ask Him to remove the cork, the living waters would begin to flow.  Did He not say (in John 7:37-38), If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.  He that believeth, on me as the scripture hath said, out of his belly (innermost being) shall flow rivers of living water?  The living waters never seem to flow out of some believers.  They are corked up within.  But what blessing there is when the cork is removed, and we do good and communicate.  Few Christians have considered the unspeakable honor the Lord of glory has conferred upon us in allowing us to act as His representatives in this dark and dismal world.  Paul wrote, in 2 Corinthians 5:20, Now then we are ambassadors for Christ.  This is a unique privilege granted only to a small minority.  No one else in all the world has this prerogative – only those who have met the Son of God.  And, yet, so few of us seem to communicate.

A radio listener wrote to me and told of a man in her city who was in the hospital dying of cancer.  She requested that I send him some Gospel tracks with the hope that he might read them and get saved.  Well I did not send tracks, but I wrote to our listener and said, “This is no time to give this man printed material; he needs a warm, personal, loving witness for Christ.”  Further, I urged this friend to get to the hospital as soon as possible, and very kindly share Christ with this victim of cancer.  Tons of Gospel literature are available.  We thank God for that because it certainly has an important part in spreading the Truth, but there is nothing that can take the place of a compassionate, personal witness on the part of one who loves Christ.  The real problem that confronts most of us is a lack of concern.  We just don’t care.  As long as our own needs are met, we don’t seem to care.  When the Lord Jesus saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion on them because they fainted and were scattered abroad as sheep having no shepherd.  Wherever our Lord went, He was moved with compassion.  His concern covered the entire span of His earthly experience.  When Lazarus died, He was concerned and gave the dead man life.  When the sinful woman was condemned, He was concerned and forgave her.  When the temple was overrun by the moneychangers, He was concerned and cleansed it.  When the Pharisees judged and accused Him, He was concerned and warned them. When the unclean lepers cried for healing, He was concerned and cured them.  When the thief was dying beside Him on the Cross, He was concerned and took him to Heaven with Him.  Christ spelled concerned with capital letters.  We need to pray that God will give us a sincere concern for the souls of the lost. 

Maybe the real reason as to why you are not sharing your faith is that you do not have a faith to share.  Your conversion is not real.  You have received Christ in the head, but not in the heart.  Jesus said, in Matthew 12:34, Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.  You’re not speaking about Christ because your heart is empty.  I urge you to make sure at this moment that you belong to Jesus Christ.  Enter into the absolute assurance that you know God, and that you are ready to meet God at any time.  You can have this assurance through Christ.  There is no other way.  Receive Him into your life at this very moment.

Blessed God, we come to You realizing that You are our help and our strength.  May we not depend upon flesh to communicate the Gospel of Christ, but may we depend upon the Holy Spirit to speak through us that we may share this wonderful message we have burning within our hearts.  Through Your grace and mercy; in the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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