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There Is Hope                                      Dr. J. Allen Blair
There are so many people who appear to be living in darkness.  Their future seems to be no more than added darkness.  Life to them is nothing more than a hopeless blank.  But is there no hope?  Must they live on in their wretched misery?  Not at all!  Their whole course can be changed.  How?  By a simple decision.  

Have you been passing through a valley of grief and sorrow?  Does it seem that your hope for the future has been shattered?  Well, let me give you a word of encouragement.  In Christ, nothing is ever hopeless.  In Him, we become the happy recipients of a living hope.  God sustains us and puts into our hearts a flame of hope that can never be extinguished.  If you are in Christ, you need not consider your sorrow as the end of everything, for it is the doorway to the heart of God.  

David went through much testing and turmoil in his life, but listen to his testimony as recorded in Psalm 34.  I sought the LORD, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears.  This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles.  The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them.  O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.  God wants to prove Himself to you, my dear friend.  Don’t allow your grief to become a burden when it could become a blessing.  Often, people wrestle with sorrow (thinking it to be a dangerous foe) only to discover in the end that the sorrow through which they passed was a friend.

One of the most noted preachers of the last century relates how he left his home one day to keep a preaching engagement in a distant city.  As he traveled, that which remained with him was the picture in his mind of a little daughter held up to the window in her grandmother’s arms.  She had waved to him with a smiling, “Farewell.”  During the trip, the vision of his little daughter rose in his memory many times and filled his heart with joy.  But that father never saw his daughter alive after that.  The next morning, he was stunned to hear that she had died very suddenly.  At first, it was a blow that staggered his faith, crushed his hopes, and put out the lamp of his joy.  But, as the years went by, and the vision of that child waving “farewell” to him returned again and again, it seemed that God had set her in the window of Heaven to beckon him toward his eternal home.  “I would not give that memory up,” he said, “for all the gold of earth.  I would not part with the inspiration which it stirs within me for all that the world could bestow.”  

We cannot always understand, but God has a purpose in all our sorrows, and that purpose is always good.  For this reason, the believer in Christ can rest in the Lord’s confidence and peace.  

Now, if you do not know Christ; if you have never received Him as your Lord, it is easy to understand how confused you must be about some of the things that have been happening.  Have you ever taken the time to realize how much the Lord Jesus Christ loves you?  He wants to give to you what you’ve always longed for in life:  satisfaction.  He wants to flood your soul with blessing.  He wants to fill the empty place in your heart, but He cannot do it until you give Him permission.  Why not let Him do it right now.  He is anxious to enter your heart and life, and prove His faithfulness to you, and give you perfect peace.  God keeps those in perfect peace, whose minds are stayed on him.  Receive God’s peace by receiving God’s Son.

Now if you would become a child of God, it can be by personal decision only.  No one can make this important choice for you.  You may have had a godly mother who prayed for you.  She has long since gone to Heaven.  Her greatest desire was to give you eternal life.  But that was impossible.  She told you about Christ.  She told you how to be saved.  She surrounded you with a godly atmosphere and challenged you to walk with the Lord.  But you rebelled against it all.  Unless you make your own personal decision to receive Christ, you can never know the Savior.  

The story is told about the artist who painted a picture entitled “Yes or No.”  It shows a young lady holding her lover’s portrait in both hands as she ponders the answer she will give to the letter which accompanied it.  Can she give herself to this man?  Can she spend her life with him and unite her heart with his?  These are the questions seen in her attitude and in the tender expression on her face as she hesitates and moves toward sweet consent.  Well, God invites you at this moment to make your decision.  Are you willing to turn your life over to Him; that you may know the fullness of joy and happiness in this life and the assurance of Heaven in the next life?  I assure you that not only does God make promises, He fulfills them.  How different from Satan who promises everything, but gives nothing.  
Enter into the marvelous joy David possessed.  He said, The LORD will shew me the path of life.  In thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for ever more.  Let God have a chance to work in your life.  Don’t go on, day after day, ignoring the One who can do more than anybody else in the world for you.  Give the Lord Jesus His rightful place in your life.  At this very moment, say, “Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner; but I know, also, that you died for sinners, including me.  I am willing, now, to receive you into my heart and life.”  Now if you’ll pray a prayer like this or something like it, I assure you (on the grounds of the word of God) that the Lord Jesus will enter your life in a miraculous way and transform you – giving life and peace which He alone can give.  I say turn to Him now.  Will you, as together we bow our heads in prayer?

Our gracious Heavenly Father, I thank You for Your great love which we experience through Jesus Christ Your Beloved Son.  You have commended your love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Jesus died for us.  May many realize this matchless love as they believe on the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation.  For I ask in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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