(Tape No. 274)

       Evidence of New Life                                Dr. J. Allen Blair
Years ago, the psalmist wrote, Let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us.  If a person knows the Lord, he ought to reveal the glory of the Lord in his life, don’t you think?  Christ said (in Matthew 5:16), Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.   Here, again, we are admonished to reveal the glory of God in such a manner that those around us will see Christ in us.  

The Lord Jesus expressed the same idea in the 13th verse of this same chapter of Matthew when He said, Ye are the salt of the earth.  Homemakers are aware of the fact that a few grains of salt can often make the difference between an unforgettable meal and a complete cooking failure.  Salt has many uses.  It will melt ice.  It will make cut flowers last longer.  It can be used as a cleaning agent, as well as accomplish other essential tasks.  When Jesus said believers are the salt of the earth, He meant that they were to be useful for God.  No Christian can be useful for God who is not permitting the Lord to live through him in a life of holiness and obedience.  

You know . . . it’s amazing how the unsaved can see right through a hypocrite.  There are professing Christians who think they are deceiving their friends and neighbors.  They have made a profession of faith, but their shallowness is as evident to those around as an open book.  I heard of a Christian who took a non-Christian to his church one time.  As they left the church, the Christian said to the unbeliever, “Well, what did you think of it?”  His reply was, “I looked around and saw some people who have it and some who do not have it.”  What discernment the unsaved seem to have when it comes to distinguishing the true from the false.  The ungodly can tell whether or not we are real.  They can see through a spiritual phony as clearly as though they are looking through a pane of glass. Are we like the hypocrite — using the lingo and going through the motions in a mechanical way -- but we know (and others know, too) that Jesus Christ is not a reality in our life?  He is not the driving force and passion of our life.  We cannot hide this hypocrisy.  That’s why it is so important that we who name the name of Christ let Christ live through us 24 hours a day.  God says, in Proverbs 3:6, In all thy ways acknowledge him.  This means whatever we do, and wherever we go (wherever we are) we should reveal Jesus Christ.  We are not to live for ourselves, but for the Lord Jesus who died on the Cross and bought us with His own precious blood.  God does not force us to come to Him to be saved, but if we do come to Him, from the moment of our conversion we are under orders.  We are no longer our own, but we are bought with the price of the shed blood of Jesus Christ.  The believer is obligated to let God possess his life.  Not only does this mean he is to forsake all worldly practices, but he is to forsake all sin.

In Psalm 24:3-4, God asks several important questions and then He gives the answer.  First, Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD?   Secondly, Who shall stand in his holy place?  Now the answer:  He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.  In the next verse, God tells of the blessing that comes to those who live in this manner.  He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.  You see, the believer is to have clean hands and a pure heart.   This means when one comes to Christ for salvation, he is to break with the sins of the old life and never go back to them again.  
You may have heard about Dannecker (the sculptor) who gained for himself a wonderful reputation.  Approaching the prime of life, he felt he ought to devote all his strength and time to the creation of a masterpiece.  He set about to carve a figure of Christ.  Twice he failed in his purpose; but, finally, he carved an image of Christ so perfect, so exquisite that when people looked at it they could only love and adore it.  Later, Napoleon sent for him.  “Come to Paris,” he said, “and make for me a statue of Venus.”  But the offer did not tempt the heart of Dannecker.  His reply was simple.  “Sir, the hands that carved the Christ can never again carve a heathen goddess.”  In a similar vein, believers in Jesus Christ are not to return to the old ways of the world.  Because they have acknowledged the Son of God as their own, they are duty bound to follow him in a life of surrender and sacrifice.  We have a high calling, as God declares in 1 Peter 2:9.  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of the darkness into his marvelous light.  Did you hear that?  . . . out of darkness into his marvelous light.  God makes it clear that though we once walked in the darkness of sin, now we are to walk in the light of His holiness and righteousness.  We have no right to hold onto those things that hinder our testimony for the Lord Jesus.  We are a chosen generation, “called out” ones: predestinated to become like the very image of Jesus Christ.  
Sometimes, we become careless in our manner of life, e.g. our speech betrays our profession, we do not talk like Christians.  I pray that the Spirit of God may get hold of our hearts.  We who say we belong to Him need to prove it by transformed lives, so the unsaved around us will be convinced that Christ is a reality.  By the manner in which we live, we are either pointing people toward God or away from God.  It is true the Lord can save people without us. But He has chosen to use us.  On the other hand, there is no greater stumbling block to the cause of Christ than for one to say he believes but deny what he says by the manner in which he lives.  

I recall hearing, one time, of a traveler who stopped at a hotel where the accommodations and the service were the best he had ever known.  The proprietor had a chain of hotels, and was considered the most successful man in the business.  The guests wondered how a hotel could be operated on such a high level, with all of the employees expressing unusual courtesy.  He learned, during his stay, that behind the desk of each employee (but hidden from the view of the guests) hung a little sign with these words, “My reputation is in your hands,” and it was signed by the owner of the hotel.  Doubtless, the employees thought many times a day about the serious responsibility which was theirs.  This helped them to speak and act properly.  How much more important it is for those of us who love Christ to realize there is a sense in which God’s reputation is in our hands.  If we do not permit the Lord to control our lives, we cast reproach on His Name.  If you are a believer, let me ask -- Is your life fully committed to Christ’s control?  Are you permitting Him to be the Lord of your life?  If not, at this moment, yield to the Son of God completely.  Well, maybe you thought you were Christian, but by your inconsistent living you realize that you have never truly been born again.  Now is a good time to get things straightened out with the Lord.   After I leave the air, take time to call on the Lord and tell Him all about your need.  And, then, write to us, and let us give you further help.  

Our Heavenly Father, we praise You for the victory we can enjoy in Christ if we yield to His control and leadership.  We pray that many will turn their lives completely over to Him today; that Jesus may be praised.  For we ask in His Name.  Amen.
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