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Your Task And Mine                                    Dr. J. Allen Blair
The Christian life offers many amenities.  Who could begin to number the blessings received since becoming a Christian.  But, at the same time, there are obligations we must consider.  As Christians, we are not to be on the receiving end only.  We have important responsibilities that need to be cared for.  Well, I’ll be back to tell you about a very important one.  

Why do we send missionaries to other countries when there is plenty of work to be done right here in our own country?  Well, anyone with any degree of intelligence would not deny that there is plenty to be done in our own country.  If our churches were to increase their efforts 100 fold, there would still be plenty to do.  But what we must realize is the fact that what we are already doing in our own country far exceeds what is being done in the other countries of the world.  Now this is not to suggest that we should decrease our efforts in this country.  Rather, we need to increase our efforts to take the Gospel to other lands as well.  Please consider five reasons why God’s people ought to be deeply concerned about sending the Gospel into all the world.  
First, the Lord we worship was a foreign missionary.  The world in which we live was not Christ’s home.  Though He dwelt with our Heavenly Father from all eternity, He left Heaven to come to this earth to die for the sins of everyone.  While here, He had no where to lay his head, for He owned no property.  In speaking of His mission, He said (in Luke 4:43), I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I sent.  Never did He settle in any one locality during His ministry.  He just kept going and going and going.  Wherever He went, He glorified the Father and spread the Truth.  He was a missionary in the strict sense of the word.  Likewise, every follower of Christ should be a missionary.  The Scriptures tell us we have no continuing city, but we seek one to come.  We are strangers and pilgrims here.  This earth is not our permanent dwelling place.  We are here to show people the way to Jesus Christ.  We are to use our abilities, time, and money to serve the Lord.  In His high priestly prayer, Jesus prayed, As thou has sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.  We are here on a mission as God’s missionaries.  

Now, second, many of the great leaders of the Christian faith have been missionaries.  In every generation there have been committed men and women who forsook the attractions of this world, and gave themselves to the task of reaching the lost for Jesus Christ.  Erroneously, some think a missionary is a religious fanatic who couldn’t preach good enough to pastor a church in this country -- so he went to a mission field and now he’s a missionary out there.  Well, having talked with missionaries in other lands (as well as our homeland), I have found them to be men and women of various ages with remarkable God-given ability, dedicated to the will and plan of God.  Their attitude appears to be, As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.   I stood in the airplane hanger of JARS (a branch of the Whitcliff Bible Translators).  As I watched the mechanics work on the airplanes, and later talked with some of them, I found them to be men of highly specialized ability and training.  They were working on a meager missionary salary.  Any one of them could easily be making $50,000 a year or more out in the world; but they have dedicated themselves to the work of God, and are using all of their talents so that the lost might come to know Jesus Christ.
Well, the third reason why every believer should be involved in world-wide evangelization is because of the Great Commission.  When the Lord Jesus was on this earth, He gave His people an important message found in Matthew 28:19-20.  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the age.  There can be no misunderstanding of this.  Believers are to “go,” not stay.  Go where?  Into all the world!  For what reason?  To make disciples of all people, of every nation.  Don’t allow yourself to get sidetracked.  Let’s face reality.  We have a holy calling to which we must be obedient.

Now, the fourth reason why we are to go into all the world and preach the gospel is the fact that those of us who are in Christ are the products of foreign missionaries.  No matter where you live, someone make you aware of Christ and His great salvation.  It all began with the first great missionary, the apostle Paul.  There was plenty for Paul to do right in Jerusalem, but he did not stop there.  Read the Book of Acts.  Follow him on his missionary journeys.  This man was burdened of God to reach all the world because he knew the Gospel was not to be localized, it was to be propagated.  And it still is.  You and I have the same responsibility to share Christ with the world.  Now if your church is not actively engaged in missions, it is a church without a mission.  It is not enough to have a program to care for the spiritual interests of the people of our own neighborhoods and city.  Every church must have a world-wide program or it is failing to fulfill its purpose.  It is tragic that many of the people in our churches today are completely satisfied to push ahead with their own selfish programs in their own little corners, with little or no concern for the people in the rest of the world – many of whom have never once heard of the love and saving grace of Jesus Christ.  You see, it’s not the seating capacity of a church that’s important, but the “sending” capacity.  Some churches can show revealing records of church attendance.  They can boast of new and expensive buildings.  There is pride over their financial achievement, while their primary objective is being overlooked.  No church has any right to keep the best while giving its leftovers to missions.

The fifth and concluding reason I offer as to why we should reach the world for Jesus Christ is because of the spiritual condition of the people who have never heard the Gospel.  Any one who has never heard the Gospel and believed in Christ is eternally lost.  As Paul put it, they are dead in trespasses and sins.  The church of Christ has the life-giving message.  God forbid that we should keep it for ourselves and not share it with the entire world.  

A missionary went into a village in India for the first time.  He gathered a group of people around him and shared the story of Christ – His birth, life, death and resurrection.  When he finished, one of his listeners asked, “How long has it been since God’s Son was born into this world?”  “Oh, about 2,000 years,” replied the missionary.  Then, asked the man, “Who has been hiding this from us all this time?”  Quite a searching question, wasn’t it?  Many of us are guilty.  We’ve been hiding the Gospel from people.  Oh, child of God, realize your responsibility before the Lord to share, to sacrifice; that the Gospel may go to the ends of the earth.  Do your best to get your church involved, for we are missionaries for God!  
Maybe you have never yet turned to Christ.  You may be a church member, but you have never been born again.  Listen, you are a mission field yourself.  Why not, at this moment, bow your head and settle things with God?  Tell Him you are sorry for your sins and you want to receive Christ as your Savior and Lord.  God will hear you and God will answer you. 

Our Father, I confess our failure to propagate the Truth because of our selfishness.  Claiming Your forgiveness, we rededicate ourselves to the task; praying that You will give the strength to enable us to be faithful.  For those who are coming to Christ, may Your blessing and care be upon them.  For I pray in Christ’s Name.  Amen.
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