(Tape No. 275)

        Where Did I Go Wrong?                         Dr. J. Allen Blair
I don’t think anyone who is growing up plans to be an alcoholic . . . a thief, a murderer, a prostitute, or a drug addict.  These were not in the plan.  Okay.  What happened?  Where did things go wrong?  -- When temptation came.  We couldn’t say no.  That’s why all of us need the Son of God who only can enable us to keep on the winning side.

Where would some of us be today had we not yielded to some devastating temptation in the days gone by.  Many a life has been ruined by yielding to only one temptation.  A minister, who had been used of God in a marvelous way, said this about temptation, “I have experienced some degree of acquaintance with Jesus Christ for almost 40 years.  I have been a minister for upwards of 25 years.  I have been of some little use (I trust) in the church.  I have had a greater share of esteem among God’s people than I had reason to expect.  Yet, after all this, it would be possible for me in one single hour of temptation to blast my character, to ruin my years of public usefulness, and to render my warmest Christian friends ashamed of owning me.”  Well, how true this is.  Think of the scores of lives wrecked by yielding to just one temptation.

The Bible gives worthwhile and timely advice on the subject of temptation.  In Proverbs 4:15, God says, Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away.  But you ask, “How can I do this? . . . I seem to be so weak when confronted by a certain temptation.”  Listen.  All of us are weak.  We cannot trust ourselves.  If you think you can, beware.  For the Bible says, in 1 Corinthians 10:12, Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.  How then can we meet the enticing lusts that surround us?  Well, David had the answer.  He said, in Psalm 124:8, Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth.  Second Corinthians 3:5 tells us, Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think anything of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God.  It is in the strength of Christ that we conquer.
A revealing story is told of a young artist who, after the death of the master under whom he had studied, came to the studio and begged to be given the gift of the master’s brush.  The request was granted.  With joyful anticipation the young artist departed only to return in dejection later.  He had found he could paint no better than before.  Then the one who had given him the brush replied, “It is not the master’s brush you need, but the master’s spirit.”  It is not ingenuity or fortitude that will give us the ability to combat temptation.  It is Jesus Christ.  He is our strength.  He is the Victor who enables us to live victoriously.  He stood flawless in the hour of His most severe temptation.  The Bible says, We have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  Not once in Christ’s entire ministry did He ever flinch or yield to temptation in any form.  Though He was severely tempted on numerous occasions, He always came out on top.  
If Christ has His rightful place in our lives, we too will be able to overcome temptation.  When we resist sin for human motives only, we cannot long succeed.  We need the power of God.  Then and only then can we have the bulwark of protection from the storms of temptation that are most certain to engulf us.  It matters little how strong we think we are.  We could be crushed in defeat in a single moment:  
Moses was the meekest man on the whole earth, yet he fell within a matter of seconds because of his anger and presumption when he smote the rock twice and denounced the people as rebels.  Elijah was the prophet of magnificent courage, yet when Jezebel sought to kill him, Elijah trembled under the Juniper tree and asked God to take away his life.  Peter, the apostle, was a man of impulsive and natural courage -- in the Garden of Gethsemane, he took his stand with drawn sword against an angry mob --  yet (that same night) before the accusing finger of a young woman, he went down in defeat and denied his Lord.  Abraham, the man of great faith, twice in his life resorted to miserable and cowardly falsehood.  These men of God were not strong enough.  Neither are you, nor am I, nor is anyone.  Victory can only be achieved through a moment by moment dependence upon the Lord Jesus Christ.  If He is Lord of our lives, we may turn to Him at the instant of temptation with assurance of victory.  He will sustain us and give instant victory.  

We read, in Proverbs 1:10, If sinners entice thee, consent thou not.  This can only be done through Jesus Christ.  With Him, we can resist temptation and say no.  We can turn our head the opposite way.  But, without Christ, victory over temptation is impossible.  
It is said that when he was approached on the street by a former mistress, shortly after his conversion, Augustine turned and walked in the opposite direction.  Surprised, the young woman cried out, “Augustine!   It is I!”  But Augustine continued on his way while shouting back to her, “Yes, but it is not I!”  He was a new Augustine, for he had received Christ, and was transformed by the power of God.  God had given him new desires and power over temptation and sin.  Well, what Christ did for Augustine He can do for you, if you will let Him work in your life.  You will then be on the road of victory.  
It is important that Christians should shun companions or things that tempt us to dishonor Christ.  The Bible says, Abstain from every appearance of evil.  We are to let our whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless.  It has been said that he who has no mind to trade with the devil should be wise enough to stay away from his shop.  Those who pray “lead us not into temptation” should not walk into it and expect deliverance.  It is hopeless for a person to try to row when his craft is within a 100 yards of Niagara Falls.  It is the same after the torrents of passion have seized control.  When evil desires rage within us through self-will and carelessness, there maybe then no restraint.  We are helpless before the surging flood.  But if we really want victory, it can be ours.  God will keep us from temptation if we want to be kept.
If you know the Lord Jesus Christ as the Master of your life, you have the absolute certainty from God’s word that you can overcome any temptation.  But I wonder if you really know Him.  Have you ever definitely received Jesus as your Savior and Lord?  If not, say right now, “Lord Jesus, come into my life and save me now for all eternity.”  Dear friend, be sure, He will do it.

Our Father, You have told us that the Lord Jesus Christ was tempted in all points like as we are, yet He never sinned.  Many of us have been tempted, but we yielded to sin.   We look to You, today, for Your help and Your strength to keep us strong in Christ.  May those coming to Him trust Him fully, for I pray in His Name.  Amen.
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