(Tape No. 275)


        God Could Change Things                                Dr. J. Allen Blair
We do quite a bit of complaining about conditions in our day – violence, crime, and murders, drugs, abortions, and more – but what are we doing to correct this situation?  Oh, I know there are some who are really involved.  But most of us are not.  I believe the most important thing we can do is pray and work toward a mighty revival sent from Heaven above.  Is your church concerned about revival?  Are you?

In the Book of Amos (chapter nine, verse 13) we read, Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt.  In particular, we learn from the context of this verse that this is a promise regarding Israel.  We are assured from this chapter (and many others in the Bible) that the Jews will be in full control of all the land of Palestine while at the same time it will become a country of great prosperity and blessing.  Though this has been achieved to some degree in recent years, its complete fulfillment will not transpire until our Lord returns to this earth to set up His earthly Kingdom.  
In addition to the prophetic teaching of Amos 9:13, I believe there is a spiritual application for all believers.  The verse speaks to me of an all-encompassing revival that could take place in our day.  You will notice that the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed.  There is such an ingathering of crops here, that before they can get the harvest in, other people are out in the field plowing it up for the next crop.  There are so many grapes that, before they can be squeezed for their juice, preparations are being made for another abundant crop.  Here is a miraculous fertility!  One season shall run into another.  

Now I believe, if God’s people were to really get serious about the matter of revival and pay the price involved, we could see an ingathering of a spiritual harvest such as described here.  I am delighted to say that in many parts of the world people are seeing signs of the possibility of this great harvest.  

In Joel 2:28-29, God directed the prophet to write:  And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions.  And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit.  Now of what time is the prophet writing?  -- The last days.  We are in the last days now.  We are in the midst of the perilous times spoken of in the Bible.  But we need not fear that all is hopeless.  The Holy Spirit is at work.  Men and women are being convicted of sin and turning to Christ.  It just could be that we are on the verge of the greatest revival that has ever been known in any generation.  
I realize, as we look at some of our churches, the situation is not very encouraging.  Coldness and indifference to the Gospel exists.  Secularism is being advanced from the pulpits.  But let’s understand that God can breakdown the barriers and in many places He is doing just this.  Our text suggests tremendous activity for God.  We are seeing that to some degree in our day.  In the midst of apostasy, we are seeing faithful children of God pouring out their lives in strenuous labor to reach souls for Christ.  Children’s workers, youth workers, pastors and missionaries have caught the vision of the last days.  They are thrusting everything aside for one purpose:  The evangelization of the lost.  We are witnessing much activity as we see in our text:  The plowman moving in even before the reapers are finished.  Praise God, the battle is not lost.  In spite of all that is being done, there is much more that could be accomplished.  Each one of us should search out our own heart before the Lord.  We must let God purge out the dross as we yield to Christ wholly.  We must get concerned about the fact that young people and older people need Christ.  We need victory over selfishness, that we might sacrifice for the Lord.  God wants to open the windows of heaven and pour out the blessing, but you and I must be in a position to receive it.  

Notice another thing about the prophecy in Amos 9:13.  God says, the mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt.  Wine is not usually found in the mountains – water is found, but not wine streaming from the rocks or gushing from the hills.  But here, we are told that the mountains shall drop sweet wine.  What does this suggest?  This tells me that conversions will be experienced in the most unusual places.  This is happening in our day.  In every church group and in every walk of life, we are seeing lost men and women turning to Christ.  They are being converted in spite of the cold, formal, unconcerned attitude of many churches.  There are Episcopalians, Roman Catholics, Methodists, Presbyterians, and many others, who have turned to Christ and have been transformed.  Further more, there is a zeal to study the Bible.  Believers are meeting here and there in small groups, digging out the truth of Scripture which they have never known because (in many cases) their churches were silent relative to the great truths of blessing.  The mountains shall drop sweet wine.  This sweet wine is flowing today.
Now, you ask, “Is this revival?”  Well I wouldn’t want to say that we’re amidst a revival, but I believe I can say that we are seeing a miraculous stirring through the Holy Spirit.  What the future will bring depends largely upon what we who know the Lord do about it.  If we are willing to pay the price, I believe God will as never before cause the sweet wine to drop from the mountains – not only in our churches, but on the streets, and in our towns and villages.  Men and women will cry out to God in repentance.  

Believer in Christ, pray.  And be sure your heart is right with the Lord.  For God says, in 2 Chronicles 7:14, If my people which are called by my name shall humble themselves and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.  We must be willing to turn from our wicked ways and be sure that all known sin is confessed.  Time must be taken daily to study God’s word and pray.  We need to pray that the sweet wine will come forth from the mountain; that the lost will turn to Christ by the thousands.  This is not impossible.  God wants to do it.  The question is do we want to see Him do it.  Do we want to see Him do it so badly that we are willing to pay whatever price is necessary for the result?  Part of the price (on our part) is complete sacrifice for Christ.  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt. 

Some of you listening to me today need the Lord.  You know you need the Lord.  Your life is a horrible mess.  Don’t try to clean it up yourself.  Let Christ perform the needed miracle.  He can give you a new heart, with a desire to follow Him, and do His will.  Take Him into your life as we pray.

O God, our Heavenly Father, the end has not yet come.  We know that You are not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.  Help those of us who know You to be willing to go all the way.  May we turn from sin and selfishness and open our hearts to Your control.  Lead us in Your will.  Send a mighty revival, I pray.  In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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