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The Best Is Coming                            Dr. J. Allen Blair
Heaven is a wonderful place.  How do I know?  Have I been there? . . . no, but I know Jesus Christ and He came from there.  He told us all about Heaven – what it’s like, how to get there . . . the whole story.  It’s all in the Bible.  If you’re interested, please keep listening and I’ll tell you some of the things Jesus told us about Heaven.

A faithful saint of God who had walked with his Lord all his life was dying.  A friend who had been sitting with him during his last hours said, “Farewell, brother.  I shall never see you again in the land of the living.”  Said the dying man, “You will see me again in the land of the living, for I am leaving the land of the dying.”  You and I are living in the land of the dying.  Day by day, hour by hour, moment by moment, we are getting closer to death.  But when we know Christ as Savior and Lord, we realize that we are not leaving our reward.  We are going to it.  For I am in a strait betwixt two, declared Paul, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better.
Life is always far better than death.  God never intended that this world with all its sorrows and miseries should be the end for any of us.  He has reserved something much better.  There is a city which hath foundations whose builder and maker is God.  This city cannot be found on this earth.  It is to be found in the presence of the eternal Christ who, after He died, arose from the dead.  The land we live in, presently, is one of uncertainty.  The one to which the believer in Christ is going is one of certainty.  The apostle wrote, For here we have no continuing city, but we seek one to come.  
I suppose the apostle Paul came the closest to seeing with the physical eye what God has reserved for those of us who love Him more than any other living human.  He saw that which no other eye had seen, for he had been caught up to the third heaven.  What an honor.  What a privilege! to see visions and hear revelations never known.  But what did the apostle Paul write, Now we see through a glass darkly, but then face to face; now, I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.  What is Paul saying in this verse?  He is telling us that there is something better than being caught up to the third heaven to see visions and to be told revelations.  It is to spend eternity with the living Christ.  The apostle Paul was expecting more than he received, and he was not disappointed-- nor will any child of God ever be disappointed.  We are assured (from 2 Corinthians 5:1) if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands eternal in the heavens.  God is reserving a place for all who love Him.  This is the land of the living where Christ dwells, awaiting those who have claimed Him by faith on this side of Heaven.  All of this is substantiated by the incontestable truth of the resurrection of Christ from the dead.  

We read (in Hebrews 4:9), there remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.  Now you may be tired and weary, broken from the burdens you have suffered in this life.  Maybe you have had an unhappy marriage – you have lived with someone who has been caustic and unkind – the burden has become heavier and heavier until you’ve cried out in despair many times, “I can’t go on.”  Don’t give up, dear friend.  It won’t be long.  The best is yet to come.  Possibly you’ve been misunderstood, persecuted, hated, even ostracized.  You have felt alone and neglected.  In Christ, you haven’t been alone even though earthly friends have proved untrue.  Rest.  The best is yet to come.  Maybe you have suffered through many days and nights – you have lived in a body racked with pain – In the midst of your many sighs, you have whispered to God, “O God, how much longer?”  One of these days, that broken body will become a new body.  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, the Bible says, and this mortal must put on immortality.  You will be like Christ in all His perfection.  For you, the best is yet to come.  
Regardless of your circumstances, doubtless you have known of at least one true friend.  What a comfort and a help he has been.  But do you realize that you’re going to place where there will be thousands upon thousands of true friends?  This is hard to comprehend, isn’t it?  But that’s the way it will be.  God has planned it.   Everyone there will have the same earnest desire to glorify Jesus Christ.  There will be no more profanity.  No more bloodshed.  No more stealing.  No more crooked deals.  No more lying.  All will be perfect.  Disagreements, jealousies, animosities, strife, division, gossip . . . will all be gone forever.  
Maybe you think this is far away.  It isn’t. In fact, the closer you get to our living Lord, the nearer it is.  You may have discovered this.  As you move toward Him, He moves toward you.  And where He is, there is Heaven.  When our hearts and minds are occupied with Christ, there is a sense in which we are in Heaven.  (Of course, there is much more to come.  But, on the other hand, when we are sold out to Jesus Christ – allowing Him to have the preeminence – we experience a taste of Heaven at the present moment with all of the accompanying joys and blessings.  It need not be far off.  It is you and I who make it this way.

Maybe your present need (more than anything else) is to yield to Christ entirely.  Why not let Him reign in your life?  Though you may be residing in a virtual hell, if Christ were to be the Lord of your life, the whole atmosphere could become heavenly.  Maybe you have never really been saved.  You’re a “good” person: a good mother . . . or a good father . . . as a good son or a good daughter, you have sought to please your parents . . . but you have never entered into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  Realize He loves you.  How do I know? – He died for you.  But He rose again that you might have everlasting life.  At this moment, I hope you’ll turn to Him.  Enter into His best and let Him become your Savior and Lord.
Father, thank You for sending Your Son to pay the penalty for my sins and thank You that through the shed blood of Jesus, the way was made for Your children to come to know You in this present age, and be kept by Your power to experience a taste of Heaven, today, as You have us watching, praying and laboring according to Your pleasure.  Father, keep us abounding more and more in our love for You: yielding our old hearts and minds.  And for those listening who need Jesus, may they hear now, and be drawn, for Your glory.  I pray this in His Name.  Amen.
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