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      Nothing is More Important                                Dr. J. Allen Blair
Several years ago, my physician, while doing a routine physical exam, discovered a lump on my prostate gland.  He sent me to a surgeon (for a further examination) who concluded that I needed immediate help.  He was strongly assertive as he urged me not to delay.  I would have been a fool not to listen.  I responded, and the cancer was cared for.  God has a strong warning for everyone concerning eternal salvation.  My advice to you is, “Don’t wait – it may be too late.”
In the ninth chapter of John, we have the story of a man who was born blind from birth.  When Jesus saw this helpless man outside the temple, He healed him.  The Pharisees were enraged.  Because of their prejudice and unbelief, they were unwilling to follow Christ.  They had the man whose sight was restored brought to them, and said, “Give God the praise.  We know that this man is a sinner.”  But with assurance and absolute confidence (which was the result of experience), the man whose sight had been restored replied, “Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not; one thing I know that whereas I was blind, now I see.”  As far as this young fellow as concerned, the Pharisees could accuse Christ and disbelieve the miracle if they desired, but let them not try to cause doubts in the one who was healed.  He knew he had experienced the mighty healing power of Jesus Christ in receiving his sight.  

All Christians experience miracles of many kinds if they fully trust Christ.  We are not poor, helpless, disillusioned folks with much enthusiasm and no facts; nor are we egotistical and presumptuous in declaring that we know we have met Christ.  We have believed on Christ.  He has proved to us that He lives.  
Now if you have not believed on Christ, let Him prove Himself to you.  Simply receive Him as the Lord of your life.  You see, He wants to save you.  God says, O taste and see that the LORD is good.  Blessed is the man that trusteth in him.  Let the Lord Jesus Christ rule and reign in your heart, now, as you let Him enter your life.  He will banish the doubts.  He will make all things clear, if only you will give Him a chance to do so.

Those who refuse to believe on Christ now must some day bow to Him out of compulsion.  The Bible declares that every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.  The unbelievers will bow – not out of love, but because Christ will reign as king.  The Bible further assures us on the grounds of Christ’s resurrection, that the bodies of everyone from all ages will be raised from the graves.  

We read, in John 5:28-29, Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming.  Whether one believes in the resurrection or not, the facts remain.  God says the hour is coming in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of condemnation.  Here two resurrections are foretold:  one for the believers and one for the unbelievers.  The unbelievers will be judged and cast into hell to be eternally separated from the goodness and blessing of God.
Now, you may say, “That isn’t fair.”  . . . Why not?  God has provided eternal life through His Beloved Son.  All we need do is believe on Him.  If we refuse to believe, we must suffer the penalty.  Now I know there are some who say, “When we die, that’s the end.”  Listen, they may say it, but can they prove it?  God says everyone will be raised from the dead.  Unbelief can never alter the eternal word of God.  

One time a German princess had ordered that her grave be covered with a granite slab surrounded by blocks of stone and banded together with iron clamps.  On the slab, these words were to be carved “This burial place purchased for all eternity, never to be opened.”  But there was a little acorn in the soil and it sprouted under the cover.  Soon a green shoot found its way through a crevice and slowly but surely it grew until the great slab cracked open.  If a little acorn can do so much, what about the power of God.  Let us never think we can defy His purposes.  Every grave will be opened.  Will you be raised at the resurrection of the just or the wicked?  Maybe you’re not sure.  Well why not settle it.  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  Make sure you’re on the Lord’s side.
Maybe you’re like some people I’ve met who take the attitude of “not now, but later.”  Have you ever heard the proverb which says “the road of by and by leads to the house of never”?  Another familiar one is, “procrastination is the thief of time.”  You see, the Bible warns, Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.  And that’s true, dear friends.  It is quite obvious that the great majority of people who end up in hell are not there because they lack knowledge of the way of God’s salvation.   Many of them had heard it time and time again.  They are in hell because they did nothing about what they already knew.  Day after day, year after year, they procrastinated.  They were so involved in other things which they considered more important that they overlooked that of greatest importance:  the need of turning to Christ and being saved. 

Some people say, “Yes, I know I ought to become a Christian.  I realize that my life isn’t what it should be.  I know I am getting older and I ought to do something about getting saved;” but then they offer excuses.  May I remind you that things happen very quickly and we need to be ready to meet the Lord at any time.  I talked with a lady about Christ, and asked, “Do you realize that you are a sinner in need of salvation?”  “Oh, yes,” she replied, “I know I am a sinner.  There’s no doubt about it.”  Then, I asked, “Do you recognize the fact that Jesus Christ died on the Cross for your sins and rose again?”  “Why surely,” she said, “I know that.”  “Well, then, why not receive Him as your Savior and Lord?”   “No.  Not yet.”  “Do you think you should?” “Definitely.  I know I should.”  “Alright, how about receiving Christ right now?”  “Oh, not now,” she said, “I will some day, but not now.”  

You may be guilty of making this same mistake.  If so, don’t you think you should do something about it?  Don’t plan on tomorrow, when you have no assurance you will be here tomorrow.  You may think you are strong and healthy, but that isn’t enough.  Healthy people die as well as the unhealthy.  I have often wondered what the thoughts are of those who die without Christ, as they pass into eternity.  Suddenly, they are confronted with the reality of that which is taught in the Bible:  eternal hell.  They must think, “What a fool I’ve been.  I knew the Gospel.  I knew how to be saved, but I did nothing about it!”  Many millions of people must have had these thoughts.

But suppose you don’t die soon.  You still need Jesus Christ.  You need Him to live as well as to die.  Most everyone who gets saved looks back over his past life and regrets that he did not come to Christ sooner.  He is sorry that he let the years pass without making his decision for Christ.  Don’t be guilty of this sad error.  Turn to Him, right now.  He is waiting.  I hope you’ll come, and say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner.  I am sorry for my sins.  I want to be saved.”

Father, I praise You for our living Lord.  Even more, I rejoice that He lives within us when we trust Him to guide and lead us in all our ways.  Just now, Father, may some listening trust in Christ as Savior and Lord, and know the joy of eternal salvation.  I pray in Christ’s name.  Amen.
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