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The Humility of Jesus                        Dr. J. Allen Blair
In your reading of the Scriptures, have you ever noticed pride in any of the people you read about?  Well, I’m sure you have.  Probably, you have seen it in everyone to some degree – from Adam to the disciples.  But there is one exception.  You never saw it in the Lord Jesus Christ.

During the building of a new church, the building committee approached the pastor and told him that it had been decided by the congregation that they wanted his name on the cornerstone.  He thanked the committee for their kindness, and expressed his deep gratitude; but he quoted 1 Corinthians 10:31, Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.  After discussing it further, the pastor convinced the committee that his name should not appear on the cornerstone.  If you were to pass that church today and look at the cornerstone, you would see the date of the church’s completion, and underneath the words “For the glory of God.”  

Every act of service the believer performs ought to be for the glory of God.  Regrettably, there is much “flesh” service being done in the Name of Christ.  Such service produces little or no fruit, for God honors humility.  We are told, in 1 Peter 5:5, be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.  The Lord rewards those who glorify him.  When we attract attention to ourselves, we detract from the Savior.  

It was F. B. Meyer who said, “I used to think that God’s gifts were on shelves – one above the other – and that the taller we grew in Christian character, the easier we could reach them; but I have learned since that God’s gifts are on shelves one beneath the other.  It is not a question of growing taller, but of stooping lower.”  
In His incarnation, our Lord set a holy example for His people that should never be forgotten.  We read of Him in Philippians 2:6-8, where Paul wrote, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  Has there ever been a greater act of humility anywhere than that performed by the Son of God, who left the glories of Heaven to come to the shame of this earth to die on an ignominious Cross?  Since He gave Himself for us that we might become the possessors of everlasting life, should not we who profess to love Him humble ourselves for Him?

Often there is pride among those who say they belong to Christ.  What are the usual topics of conversation when Christians converse?  Do they talk about Christ and how wonderful He is?  Do they discuss His gracious provision and care?  Or do they talk about their own exploits – what they have done – while emphasizing their personal accomplishments?  You see, what we talk about often provides an index to that which is our greatest concern.  Isn’t it true that most of us are concerned about ourselves?  That’s why we use the personal pronoun “I” repeatedly.  We need to talk about Christ.  Like John the Baptist, we should say, He must increase, but I must decrease.  We should be like mirrors reflecting the glory of God.  A mirror never calls attention to itself, unless there are flaws in it.  

In chapter five of Matthew (verse 16), our Lord gave a message for all of us that we must never forget.  He said, Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.  Letting our light shine does not mean that we are to shine our own light.  In all that we do or say, we need to show forth the beauty of the Son of God.  

What we are is totally by the grace of God.  We did not save ourselves.  We did not purify ourselves.  We did not forgive ourselves.  Christ did it all.  For this reason, He should be praised at all times, under all circumstances.  This means that you and I ought to be willing to do any service for God that we possibly can, regardless of how menial it might be.

A Christian worker of long experience and mellow judgment had traveled far and wide among all sorts of people who labor in the Lord’s harvest field.  In his travels, he had found no lack of “number one” people (those who fill the office of leadership with ability and distinction), but finding “number two” people was a different story.  They were in sad shortage; and, yet, how necessary they are in the work of God.  Not every one can be at the top, but in most of us there seems to be that innermost desire to be number one.  A number one person (if he is truly number one) is willing at any time to be number two.  A good violinist is one with the ability to play first violin, but he is more than willing to play second violin if necessary.  Regrettably, there are some people in our churches who refuse to play second violin.  If they can’t play first, they have no interest in playing at all.  Such people know little about the Savior they profess to love – for, remember, He humbled Himself.  God is looking for men and women who are big enough to be small enough to be used.  

Are you one of them?  If not, respond to James 4:10, where we read: Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.  It could be that your so-called faith in Christ is a counterfeit.  The very fact that you have been proud and inconsiderate of your brothers and sisters in Christ is an indication of your hypocrisy.  It is very possible that you have never really been born again.  Why not examine your own heart before God.  If you need the Savior, confess your sins to Him, and receive Him as your Lord right now.  Experience the humility of Christ, as you submit to His Lordship.

I thank You, Father, for Your grace and mercy which is shown to us every moment of every day.  Help us, dear God, to be like Your Beloved Son; that we may truly exemplify His humility and show forth His glory.  For those who need to know Him, grant that by faith they may turn to Him and receive Him as Savior and Lord.  For I pray in His Holy Name.  Amen.
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