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       God’s Abundant Grace                             Dr. J. Allen Blair
There are two themes in the Bible that always enthrall me whenever I speak about them.  They are the love of God and the grace of God.  When I consider my own unworthiness and the fact that God loved me and because of His wonderful grace He saved me, I marvel at all this.  Only God could do this.  Yet, I still find people who think they are going to save themselves.  Do they think their few, paltry good works are of greater value than God’s love and grace?

Please listen as I read some remarkable words found in Ephesians 1:7 (speaking of Christ).  In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.  Probably the most important phrase in this verse is “the riches of his grace.”   All any of us have, or are, is the result of the riches of God’s grace.  Grace is one of the intrinsic attributes of the nature of God.  It is impossible for God to be anything else but gracious.  Because He has power to do anything, He possesses grace enough to give anything.  There is no limit to His understanding, nor is their any limit to His grace.  As His knowledge comprehends all things, so His grace comprehends all the sins, all the trials, all the infirmities of those who have trusted in His Son. 
While speaking in Pennsylvania, I was having dinner in the home of friends.  They were telling me of the exhausted coal mines in the area.  All the coal had been removed and the mines were no longer of any value.  Listen.  God has an unusual mine.  It is the mine of His grace, but you can rest assured that no one will ever be able under any circumstances to exhaust the mine of God’s grace.

While I was in the home of a very wealthy man, I was astounded as he told me about some of his holdings and investments.  It was difficult for me to comprehend how one man could acquire so much money.  Yet, I thought of my great God and the riches of his grace:  The world is his, and the fullness thereof.  The cattle upon a thousand hills are His.  What are the riches of the wealthiest person in the world when compared to the riches of the greatness of God? The wonderful thing about God’s grace is that it is not stored in a bank or a vault.  It is at work constantly in the hearts and lives of millions of God’s people.  This grace has produced thousands upon thousands of trophies: transformed prostitutes, drunkards, drug addicts, thieves and many more.  These lives have been changed by the grace of Almighty God and prepared for Heaven.  In fact, there has never been a man or a woman on earth who is too far gone for the riches of God’s grace.  The special work of the grace of God (as we see from the verse I read to you just a few minutes ago, in Ephesians) is to provide the forgiveness for our sins.  How marvelous to know that whatever the past has been, whatever we have done, the moment we trust in Jesus, there is immediate forgiveness for all sin because of the grace of God.  The forgiveness God provides is according to the riches of His grace.  Since there are no limits to His riches of grace, there is no limit to His forgiveness.
Many of us have discovered that there are limits to human forgiveness.  I recall, some years ago, I offended a Christian man by something I said.  I realized that I was wrong, so I called at his home to apologize and ask his forgiveness.  Reluctantly, looking to one side without looking me in the eye, he said in a rather harsh voice, “Well, I’ll forgive you.”  There was no outstretched hand.  No smile.  In fact, I left that home wondering if he really had forgiven me.  Well, be sure.  God’s forgiveness is never like this.  His forgiveness is illustrated clearly in the story of the Prodigal Son.  As the boy returned home from his days and months of wallowing in the mire of sin and guilt, we are told that when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.  The boy confessed, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.  But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet:  And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry:  For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.  This is the way God forgives.  He forgives according to the riches of his grace.  To you who think everything is hopeless, your life is not too far gone for God.  It may be far gone, you may be hooked on dope, a slave to the bottle (or the needle); but, by the grace of God, He is sufficient.  If you will turn to Christ and trust Him, you will find deliverance that no doctor, psychiatrist, minister, priest or rabbi can give:  Eternal deliverance from sin and its power; that you might live victoriously through Him who provided the greatest victory of eternal life when He died on the Cross and rose again.
When you call on Christ to receive Him as your Savior and Lord, every one of your sins will be blotted out.  In the Book of God, there is not a single sin against anyone who trusted in Christ.  There is not even a shadow of iniquity.  All is gone.  The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanseth from all sin.  Did you hear it?  All sin.  When Noah’s flood covered the deepest mountains it covered the mole hills.  And when God’s love covers the big sins, it covers the little ones.  And they are all gone at once.  When a bill is receipted fully, there is not an item which can be charged again.  And when God pardons the sins of a believer, there is not one single sin left.  Not even half a one can ever be brought to His remembrance again.  More than this, when God forgives, He not only forgives all but once and for all.  

In the Old Testament, we read of the high priest before whom a goat was brought which was called the scapegoat.  The high priest would put his hands on the head of the goat and make confession of sin.  Next, the high priest would put the scapegoat in the hands of a trusty person who led it over hill and down vale until he was many miles away.  And then, suddenly, unleashing the goat, he would frighten it away.  As it fled and ran as rapidly as possible, he watched it until it was gone and he could see it no more.  He would return to the high priest, and say, “I took the scapegoat away, and it vanished out of my sight.  It is gone into the wilderness.”  Here we have a splendid picture of the scapegoat we read about in the New Testament: Christ Jesus our Lord.  All our sins were laid on Him.  They are banished to the wilderness to be remembered no more.

Have you laid your sins on Christ?  Have you trusted in the riches of God’s grace to forgive you all your past, to prepare you for today and eternity?  If not, right away, I urge you to call on the Name of Christ to come into your life.  Tell Him you want Him to be your Savior and Lord.  You may be riding along the highway.  Pull over to the side just a few minutes.  Bow your head, and say, “Lord Jesus, come into my life.”  And then thank Him for coming in.  Thank Him for forgiving you of all sin.  Then trust Him, moment-by-moment, for the future.  Remember, God is able to do all things. 

Blessed Lord, I praise You for those who are committing themselves to Christ today – who are receiving forgiveness for their sins according to the riches of Your grace.  Be with them, I pray.   Lead them, step-by-step.  Direct them by Your hand.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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