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The Will of God                                   Dr. J. Allen Blair
Who is in charge of your life?  You or God?  If God is in charge, I know you are enjoying peace and happiness regardless of your circumstances.  You have contentment and satisfaction many people don’t have.  But if you are in charge, you know life is a rough road.  If you haven’t found this out yet, I am sure you will.

In Ephesians 5:17, believers are exhorted not to be unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.  It is imperative that Christians know and do God’s will if they want God’s blessing, for “out” of the will of God there is no such thing as success.  “In” the will of God there is no such thing as failure.  The worst tragedy of life is to see someone get converted and start out well in the Christian life, but end up a total disgrace as far as the will of God is concerned.  How many miserable Christians there are – all because they have not been concerned about God’s will for their lives.  Please consider four important questions.  (1)  Why should the believer be concerned about the will of God?  (2)  How can I know the will of God?  (3)  How can I be sure I know the will of God?  (4)  What is the foremost requisite in knowing and understanding the will of God?

Now, let’s think about the first question:  Why should the believer in Christ be concerned about the will of God?  Well, my answer is, because the will of God is the way of blessing in life.  This is made clear in Psalm 18:30, As for God, his way is perfect.  As we follow in God’s way, we find delight and blessing.  We read, in Psalm 37:23, The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way (or, more literally, “he findeth the delight in His Way”).  A Christian man visited a leper colony in India.  There were 500 lepers there who were cared for by a missionary couple.  The visitor asked the missionaries, “Why do you bury your lives in a place like this?  Are you not afraid to live among these lepers?”  “We would be afraid not to be here,” said the man, “because we know that it’s God’s will for us to be here.”  

Another reason why every believer should be concerned about the will of God is because it’s the way of peace.  How many frustrated Christians there are!  Often, they are nervous, given to worry and fear.  Unable to accept disappointments, little do they realize that all things are God’s appointments.  Christians get frustrated, frequently, simply because they are out of the will of God – not knowing the way of peace.  Perhaps you recall the wicked treatment Joseph received at the hands of the unkind and cruel brothers and, ultimately, how he was sold into Egypt.  After a number of years passed, in the providence of God, the brothers were brought before Joseph.  What did Joseph say?  So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God.  Joseph knew how to rest in the will of God.  Certainly his brothers were inhuman, but Joseph accepted this as God’s will for his life.  Romans 8:28 is indeed true.  And we know that all things work together for good for them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.  

We must realize, also, that the will of God is the way to security.  So many of us are disturbed about the future.  Our God is the God of the future.  We need not fear if our lives are in God’s will, for He will undertake for the future.  In James 4:14-15, we read, Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow.  For what is your life?  It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.  For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this or do that.’  We need to trust God for tomorrow.  If our life is committed unto Him, and if we are living in the light of His will, we have nothing to fear.
And, now, the second important question:  How can I know the will of God?  First and foremost is the fact that there must be a willing heart.  In Psalm 27:11, the psalmist prayed, Teach me thy way, O LORD.  We must pray this prayer frequently.  We need to spend much time in prayer, and in the Word searching the Scriptures.  God promises, in Proverbs 2:6, The Lord giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.  God wants to reveal His will to us, but we must wait on human prayer and Bible reading.  

In answer to the third question -- How can I be sure of knowing the will of God? -- let me just say, the Holy Spirit gives the inner consciousness whereby we shall have the confidence of Isaiah 30:21, And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left.  There are no doubts at all, when we know the will of God.  If we are in earnest -- if we have waited before the Lord -- God will give the needed word of guidance.  

In answer to our fourth question, let me just suggest what (in my opinion) is the foremost requisite in knowing and understanding the will of God:  Absolute submission to Jesus Christ.  We must be willing to lay aside our own desires if we are seeking the will of God.  It is not always easy to get ourselves in the place whereby we resist our own selfish choices, with a willingness to receive God’s perfect plan.  But as we come to the place of full and complete submission to Christ – completely yielding our lives to His control – we shall be in a position to understand and know His will.  We read, in Philippians 2:13, For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.  God cannot work in us as long as we are filled up with our own plans and motives.  Our hearts must be emptied of all fleshly desires and concerns.  In Hosea 6:3, God says, Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord.  We shall have divine knowledge concerning the will of God if, first of all, we come to the place of full commitment to Jesus Christ.  
Now, let me ask you.  Are you living in the will of God at this moment?  Maybe you will say “I don’t know.”  If this is the case, get alone with God.  Talk this matter over with Him, for He is concerned that you follow His perfect plan for your life.  Listen to Hebrews 13:20-21.  Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, Make ye perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever.  This is God’s desire for you: that He might make you perfect in every good work to do His will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in His sight.  Are you permitting him to work in your life?  Are you given over fully to His control, or is your heart cluttered with things that will soon pass away?  Let the Lord have preeminence in your life.   And, if you’re not a child of God, you need to be born again.  Jesus said, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  Your good works will not save you.  Your so-called good life will not save you.  Only Christ can do that.  He died on the Cross, and rose again; that you might be saved at this very moment.  Will you put your faith and trust in Him and receive everlasting life through Him?  I surely hope you will. 

Father, I pray that You will touch many lives today.  Some are out of  Your will.  May they be willing to get right with You.  Some need a real experience with Christ.  May they receive Him.  For I pray in His Name.  Amen.
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