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I Am Persuaded                                  Dr. J. Allen Blair
One of the wonderful things about being a Christian is the fact that we have a God who deeply cares about us.  Now this doesn’t mean that we shall have a life free from pain, sorrow, or hardship.  It does mean, however, that whatever comes our way comes through the grace and mercy of God and because He loves us so, He will undertake for us.
The apostle Paul wrote to the young preacher, Timothy, and said, I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.  It didn’t take any of us long to learn “not every one can be trusted,” did it?  But let me assure you that there is One we can always trust and that’s Jesus Christ.  Paul said, I know whom I have believed.  His God was not unknown or untried.  Paul discovered that his Savior was worthy of all his confidence.  

How was it that Paul could be so sure and say “I know”?  Simply because he was aware that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was co-equal and co-eternal with His Heavenly Father.  He knew that Christ was the Creator of the world -- not only the Creator, but the sustainer.  Paul knew that Christ was the Redeemer.  By faith, the apostle had seen Christ in the garden.  He beheld his sweat as it were great drops of blood.  By faith, he had  seen Christ hanging on the Cross.  He knew of His agony.  He heard of the heart cry, It is finished.  Further, Paul knew that Christ was risen from the dead.  By faith, he saw Him at the right hand of God interceding for those who commit themselves to Him.  This is how Paul could say, I know.  He knew Christ.  He knew of Christ’s redemption, His resurrection, His ascension, and His intercession.  He knew the love of Christ.  He knew Christ’s power.  He knew of Christ’s faithfulness.  He knew Christ could not lie.  He knew Christ could never change, that He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  This is how he could say, I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him.
Paul knew these things not only by faith, but by experience.  He had experienced the love of Christ:  the immutability of Christ, the power of Christ.  Over the years, he had found Christ to be his unfailing friend.  Thus as an old man, sitting in a dirty dungeon in Rome, Paul could say, with reality, I know whom I have believed.
Because the apostle knew the One in whom he believed, he could also say, I am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him.  Paul did not merely commit part of his life to Christ, he committed all to Christ:  body, soul, and spirit.  For some years before, Paul had tried to keep himself.  He realized how utterly futile such a task was.  Then he turned every thing over to Christ.  Not once did Christ fail him.  Paul knew what it was to suffer.  Probably, he suffered more than you or me.  Let me read 2 Corinthians 11:24-27, where we get some idea of what Paul went through for the sake of Christ.  He said, Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.  Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings of ten, in cold and nakedness.  

The skeptic asks, “Where was Christ when Paul endured all these hardships . . . I thought the apostle said that Christ was able to keep that which he committed unto him?”  Ah, yes.  But this is no promise of a life without trial or affliction.  It is a promise, however, that in the midst of the afflictions God remains faithful.  He never forgets his own.  He sustains and provides a way of escape, such as our Lord did for Paul on every occasion.
Recall what happened in Philippi, when Paul and Silas faithfully witnessed for Christ.   They were thrown in jail – after a severe beating.   Paul knew, however, that the unchangeable Christ would not fail him.  So, at midnight, he and Silas broke out in joyous song, singing praises unto God.  Suddenly, the ground upon which they stood began to shake.  The prison rocked to and fro.  God sent a mighty earthquake.  All the doors of the prison were thrown open.  The chains broke loose from the prisoners so that everyone could have escaped.  When the jail keeper saw what was happening, he was so frustrated that he pulled out his sword, and was going to take his own life, when Paul shouted, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here.  The jail keeper called for a light and, lo and behold, though the doors were all open, though the shackles had dropped from the prisoners, not a one of them took the liberty to escape.  Doubtless Paul had already witnessed to the jailer, because he knew that Paul and Silas were representatives of Jesus Christ:  The jail keeper fell at the apostles’ feet crying, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.
You see, Christ did not keep Paul and Silas from jail; but He undertook for them in the jail, and provided for their release.  You and I have no promise that God will keep us from our trials because we are Christians; but He will be with us in the midst of them, and somehow provide a way of escape.  It is for this reason that we can commit every thing to Him.  We can trust Him because He is the unfailing Lord.  
People may fail us, but Jesus Christ?  Never!  I wonder if you can say, I know whom I have believed ?  Maybe you haven’t believed yet.  You may say “I haven’t found Christ to be all that you have said He is.”  Well, could it be that you haven’t done too much to try to find out who or what He is?  Why don’t you take Christ into your life!  Put yourself into His hands.  Give yourself to the care of Christ, so you can be kept by the Almighty power of God.  Whoever you are, this is for you.  For the Bible says, Whosoever will may come.  Claim Christ as your Savior and Lord at this moment, and you will be able to say, He is able to keep that which I have committed unto him.  
Father, I bear up to you many who cannot pray because they have never believed on the Lord Jesus.  I remember them in prayer because they need Him.  Many of them do not know how much they need Him.  O God, help them to see their own sinfulness, but at the same time may they see the perfection of Christ; that they may claim Him as Savior and Lord, with the assurance of being able to say, I know whom I have believed.  This I ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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