(Tape No. 277)


I Am Afraid to Die                              Dr. J. Allen Blair
I have heard that there have been atheists, skeptics, agnostics, and others, who (before they died) said they were sorry they lived as they did; but I have never at any time heard of a follower of Jesus Christ say “I am sorry I am a Christian,” or “I am sorry I spent my life living for Christ.  Think about that for a few minutes.

Listen while I read Deuteronomy 32:29.  O that they were wise, that they understood this, that they would consider their latter end.  Here are some very important and meaningful words.  How essential that every one of us take them to heart!  Would you be wise?  Alright: give some thought to the future.  And, in giving thought to the future, realize that one of these days you must die.  Now don’t turn me off by simply saying “I have enough trouble, I don’t want to hear anybody talk about death.”  Hear me out and, then, decide for yourself.  Surely, you will agree that there is nothing unrealistic about death.  This is why we ought to give thought to it.  
Of course, few people want to die.  I suppose, if most of us had our own way about it, we would choose to live forever.  Who wants to leave his family, his loved ones and his business?  But, since someday we must leave this world, it is essential that we give consideration to the subject.  

The ancient Egyptians were wiser than most of us.  I understand that at every feast, they brought an unusual guest and sat him at the head of the table.  He did not eat, drink, nor speak.  He was a skeleton.  These people placed him there so that even in their feasting they would remember that there would be an end to life.  We do just the opposite.  We try to remove every trace of death from our society, and from our thinking.  But our text tells us we would be wise to give some thought to the end.

When and how did death originate, anyway?  Well, we have to blame our first parents for this.  Adam and Eve disobeyed God, and the result was death.  They did not have to disobey God.  They chose to.  God placed them in wonderful surroundings.  He told them what to do.  He described the penalty of disobedience, but they ignored Him and chose their own way.  The result was death for all of us.  Now, God never intended that man, who is but a little lower than the angels . . . who had dominion over the works of God’s hands, beneath whose feet He put all the beasts of the field, and the fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, should die.  He created him to live – to live forever.  Because Adam, in his disobedience, refused to obey God, death became a certainty.  Whether we want it or not, we must face it.  There is just one exception.  When Christ returns, the dead in Christ will rise first, then those who are living who believe in Christ as Savior and Lord will not experience death, but they will be caught up to meet him in the air and then they shall be with him forever.  But, beyond this, everyone must die.  You may have the best physician in all the world.  You may live in the healthiest body that ever walked on the face of this earth.  But when your hour comes to face the Creator, all the preventative measures available will not make it possible to avert death.  Thus, while thousands of things in our world today are uncertain, death is sure.
It is wonderful, however, to know the Lord (to “be saved”) because, when we know Him, we have the assurance from the word of God that our times are in his hand.  How shall I die?  How long will it take me to die?  What sickness may precede my death? These things need not disturb me because this is all in the providence and will of Almighty God.  Nothing ever comes to the believer without divine approval.  God knows all about your death, and my death, at this moment.  Of course, to us, it is quite uncertain.  I don’t know how many years, months, weeks, days, or even hours or minutes, I have to plan ahead.  All I can do is live a day at a time, and invest my most and best for God – knowing that one of these days I shall take my last breath.  How, when, where and what, I don’t know.  There are thousands of doors leading to death.  But whatever door we are ushered through, we reach the same experience of death before departing into eternity.  

To every right-thinking person, death should be a very solemn thing.  Though many of us know where we are going after death, and even though we are assured that we shall be with Christ, I doubt that there is anyone who can laugh at death.  It has been said that he who laughs at death is a fool.  Death speaks of separation from this world and all that was precious and valuable to us.  It means separation from loved ones and friends with whom we spent our years sharing the joys and sorrows of life.  But when we know the Lord, death means more than separation.  It means reunion.  We shall be reunited with the loved ones who have preceded us in death who knew the Lord and who are presently with Christ.  
Death for the believer is not plunging off into a vast unknown abyss as some might think.  Primarily, it is going to be with a person:  the greatest Person in all the universe; the Son of God, Jesus Christ.  When the believer closes his eyes for the last time, immediately the eyes of his soul are opened to behold the face of his Savior and Lord.  Paul said, in Philippians 1:21, For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  What did he mean by this?  To live, he had Christ’s care at all times.  Christ guided and directed him in all his steps and activities.  But to die was even better.  Would he still have Christ when he died?  Why, most certainly – in a way in which he never had Him before -- because he would be in the very presence of Christ, never to leave Him.  Paul said it was a joy to live in fellowship with the Savior, but much greater to die and to be with Him.  And indeed it is, friend.  The child of God has a Wonderful future.  
Now death is not pleasant.  It isn’t pleasant for anyone, but consider it as the doorway into an eternity to be with Christ.  How wonderful!  How thrilling it can be!  For the unsaved, it’s not so wonderful.  In fact, it is extremely tragic, for there will be no further chance to repent.  After death, God says, the judgment.  Those outside of Christ will be judged on the basis of their failure to believe in Christ, and then condemned to eternal hell.  Now you may not believe this.  Well, I’m sorry – I’m terribly sorry, because it is true.  God tells us it is true, and that’s all we need.  Don’t take any chances, my dear friend.  Don’t gamble with your soul.  If you have never definitely taken Christ into your life, I hope you’ll do it now.  Make certain that you are ready to die.  This is the only way you can be ready to die.  God has made the way through Christ, His Son.  You have nothing to lose if you make a decision.  You have everything to gain because, in reality, the moment one believes on Christ, heaven begins in his heart.   Just now, as we pray together, ask the Lord to come into your life and cleanse you from all sin and live through you for all eternity.  He will do that.  Take Him at His word.  

Father, I thank You that Christ has removed the mystery from death because He died.  He died for our sins, that we might have deliverance and be prepared to meet Him when we die.  We praise You for Your provision.  Our hearts go out to those who need Christ, today.  God, may they come to Him.  May they turn to Him and find a sure refuge in the Son of God.  This I pray in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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