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The Way To Go                                             Dr. J. Allen Blair
Have you ever tried to work out one of those puzzles where you start at the center and try to get out?  Well, there are numerous roads leading from the center, but only one gets you out.  Do you know “life” is pretty much like this?  We meet many “dead ends,” but there is one way that always leads to success. 

In Psalm 18:30, we have a worthwhile statement that every believer in Christ would do well to consider.  Here it is.  As for God, his way is perfect.  Of course, the psalmist is speaking about the will of God.  God has a directive will and a permissive will.  He created humans as free moral agents.  One may be a Christian, and yet extremely selfish: rather than life for the Lord, he might live for himself.  Such a person is a very unhappy Christian.  The best way to live is to let the Lord guide and lead in everything.  

Daily, we should seek God’s plan and will for our lives.  It matters little whether or not we are doing great things; whether or not we are appreciated by those whom we try to serve; whether or not we are prominent; whether or not we see fruit.  The paramount question is, “Am I in the place – the circumstances, the service, and condition of soul – which pleases the Lord?  Do I have His approval?”  This is God’s desire for us.  In all things, it is essential that His purpose for our lives might have the preeminence.  This thought is expressed clearly in Hebrews 13:20-21, where we read, Now the God of peace that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever.  The Lord wants to make you perfect in every good work to do His will.  He wants to work in you to do that which is well-pleasing in His sight.  You can make your own plans, if you choose; you can follow in your own way – the Lord will permit you to do this – but you will never find the joy and blessing intended for those who follow in the Lord’s chosen paths.  
In Psalm 143, we have a prayer.  Notice verse ten -- Teach me to do thy will, for thou art my God.  We should pray this prayer every day of our lives.  Teach me to do thy will.  There are so many temptations that confront us in the ways of our daily routine.  But as we seek the Lord the first thing in the morning, and earnestly beseech Him to guide us by His hand, we shall have His blessing all through the day. Listen to these words, if you will.  (I don’t know who the writer is, but here they are.)  
I am not sent a pilgrim here,
My heart with earth to fill;

But I am here, God’s grace to learn,

And serve God’s sovereign will

He leads me on through smiles and tears,

Grief follows gladness still;

But let me welcome both alike,

Since both work out His will

The strong man’s strength to toil for Christ,

The fervent preacher’s skill 

I sometimes wish, but better far

To be just what God will

I know not how this languid life 

May life’s vast ends fulfill;

He knows!  And that life is not lost

That answers well His will

There are those who want to do the will of God, but they are not always quite certain how to go about it.  Are you familiar with the plan followed by George Mueller?  I think it is splendid because his formula for ascertaining the Lord’s will was both scriptural and sensible.  There were three factors by which he determined God’s will:  (1) the word of God, (2) prayer, and (3) circumstances.  No one of these alone is sufficient for guidance, but rather they should be three evidences pointing in the same direction.  Bible study alone, without prayer, will produce a Pharisee.  Prayer alone, without a knowledge of God’s word, will produce a fanatic.  Using circumstances alone for guidance, without the Bible and prayer, will produce a fatalist.  The need for keeping in mind both what the word says and what God can do is emphasized by our Lord.  In one of His replies (you’ll remember) to the Sadducees, Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err in not following (or, “knowing”) the scriptures, nor the power of God.  
We need both in our Christian life:  as wide a knowledge of the Bible as we can possibly gain during our lifetime, and a constant remembering of the power of God.  There are like hedges (or, “guideposts”) on either side of our pathway to keep us from straying in the wrong direction or becoming discouraged and feeling that the way ahead is hopeless and impossible.  As we daily feed upon God’s word, and fellowship with Him in prayer, the inner promptings of His Holy Spirit, and the arrangement of our circumstances, will lead us into the knowledge of His will for our lives.  Be assured that we shall not know His will simply by picking verses at random from the Bible; nor is the Lord likely to speak to us during a hasty prayer session in the morning, or sleepy sentence prayer before retiring; nor will His plan be made known to us while we are indulging in a questionable pastime.  We must put Jesus Christ first in everything. 
And then, as we look to His word and spend time with Him in prayer, He will provide the needed guidance in every decision of life.  Since He loves His children as a father, surely we can trust Him to guide us just as a good earthly father would give instruction to a child who asks him for directions.  In James 1:5, He says, If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not: and it shall be given him.  I should remind you that God will always reveal His will to those who are willing to do it.  No one should ever seek the will of God simply to see what it is or to think it over.  If this is the only desire, be assured, God will not make it known.  There must be an earnest desire to do His will, and follow in His way.  Thus if we really want God’s will, we must be ready to do His will.

Of course, what I’ve been saying is for believers in Christ.  Now, if you have never definitely committed your life to Jesus Christ, I urge you at this moment to bow your head and invite the Son of God to come into your life.  When He comes in, He will change your life.  He will perform a miracle in your life and give strength to overcome lust and evil desires.  Thus if you have never received Christ and His everlasting salvation, I urge you to do that right now.  Just bow your head and say, “Jesus, I want to be saved.  I’m sorry for my sins, and I want to turn from sin and follow You,” and Jesus will come into your life and change it completely.  Oh, not immediately, but step-by-step, day-by-day, He will change things and you will be a child of God.  Thus I urge you to turn to the Lord, right now, if you never have.  Say, “Jesus, I am sorry for my sins.  I want to repent (I want to turn from sin, and follow you)” and Jesus will enter your life, never to leave.  Oh, my friend, don’t put this off.  Come to Christ now.

Father, may Jesus Christ have full control of our lives to the extent that we shall follow Him in all our ways.  May our choices be His choices, and may His plan be our plan.  In Christ’s Name.  Amen.
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