(Tape No. 277)

   Five Important Words                                 Dr. J. Allen Blair
What I plan to say today is of supreme importance, especially if you have not yet gotten things settled for eternity.  Now I know this to be a fact because when I was without God (at age 20), what I will be giving you changed the entire course of my life.  It could change your course today, as well.  I hope it will.

Let me read what I consider to be five of the most important words in the Bible.  If you want to look them up, they are found in the Gospel of John, chapter 3, verse 7.  Here they are.  You must be born again.  In my thinking, these are five of the most important words in the Bible.  You must be born again.  John 3:7.  The first word refers to everybody.  It includes you, me and everybody else – regardless of who we are.  The question is, What is meant by “born again.”  “Again” does not quite convey the real meaning.  In fact, a better translation would be “from above.”  Ye must be born from above.  You say, “That doesn’t explain anything either.  It sounds more confusing than ever.”  Well, let’s consider it a little more.  

The Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, made this statement as He spoke with a man by the name of Nicodemus.  To him, He said, Ye must be born from above.  Nicodemus had made a nighttime visit to see Jesus, and commend him for all the wonderful things he was doing.  Christ made it clear to Nicodemus that he did not come into this world simply to do nice things.  He came for the purpose of giving Himself as a sacrifice: that all humans might be born from above.  But somebody might reply, “That’s nice, but I am a church member.  I have my own religion.  I don’t need to be born again.”  You don’t?  Did you ever stop to realize that Nicodemus was a religious man also?  He was a member of the highest and important religious order of his day, but he needed to be born again. 

You see, religion cannot produce a new birth.  Only God can do this, because it demands a miracle.  Religion can give us some high ideals, and challenge us to try to do better; but that’s not sufficient to get to Heaven.  There must be a new birth – a birth from above – a spiritual re-birth by believing on Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  The very moment one believes, God imparts new life to that one, and immediately he becomes a possessor of eternal life.  Maybe you don’t quite understand all of this.  Well (be encouraged) there are some things about it that I don’t fully understand.  I marvel at the fact that God has made such a provision for us (sinful human beings that we are) that you and I can be saved by faith as we trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Now, you may be a religious person: active in your church; but have you ever been born from above?  Do you have the assurance in your heart that you’re ready to meet God at any time?  Religion cannot possibly give you this assurance.  Only God can do this.  Religion is not an end in itself.  God is the end.  So, do not be mislead into thinking that your religion, your church attendance, your good life, your praying, or anything else will get you to heaven.  It is Jesus Christ who does this through the birth from above.  
Now, not only was Nicodemus a religious man, in addition to being morally good we are told that he was a ruler of the Jews.  You see, he had status among his peers.  He was looked up to and respected as a civil leader.  Good moral leadership is well and worthwhile, and extremely necessary; but, here again, it is not enough to get anybody to heaven.  The Bible makes it clear that salvation is not by works of righteousness which we have done.  It is through God’s mercy and grace that we are saved through Christ our Lord.  

I said that the five words I read to you are probably the most important words in the Bible.  Why is this?  Simply because if a man or a woman is not born again when he dies, he is eternally separated from God.  How do I know?  One way I know is that Jesus said it in two different ways:  In verse John 3:3, He said, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  And then, in the 5th verse, He said, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  And then, in the 7th verse, He uses the word must.  In my way of thinking, this is conclusive.  Somebody may say, “Well, I don’t see it as you do.  I have my own idea about the future life.”  What you say or think doesn’t change what God has said; but what the Bible says is still the eternal word of God, whether we believe it or not:  Reject it (or whatever you want to do), it’s still the word of God.  God is the Judge.  We are not the judges.  Our opinions, stacked along side of God’s eternal word, don’t mean a thing.  I hope you will realize this before it is too late.  We can be thankful for one thing: that God has told us about this.  There is no reason in all the world why God should save any one of us.  We are sinners by nature and deserve hell.  But because of His all-encompassing love, not only did God tell us about the new birth in His word, but He sent His Son to die on the Cross as our substitute.  He was not obligated to do either, but He did it because of His love. 
Now, though you may not fully understand, realize that Nicodemus didn’t understand it either.  In fact, he thought Jesus was talking about a physical birth.  He asked the question, How can a man be born when he is old?  can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born?  Well, Jesus made it clear that That which is born of the flesh is flesh; but that which is born of the Spirit is Spirit.  He was not speaking of a physical birth, but a spiritual rebirth through the Holy Spirit.  
There is no indication that Nicodemus received the truth, and was born again at this point; but other portions of the Scriptures would lead us to believe that he was at sometime.  But why not make this your time?  Tell the Lord Jesus Christ that you will receive Him as your Savior and Lord, immediately, if you never have.  Turn your life over to Him, and you will be born from above.  And what a wonderful life it is.  Then I urge you to find a good church where you can be built up in the word of God.  Not any church – but  where they really teach the word of God.  Spend time each day reading your Bible, and praying, and telling others about Christ.  After you have experienced the new life, you will never want to revert to the old again.  I urge you to discover this for yourself.  Trust in Jesus, right now.

I pray, Heavenly Father, for any who made their decision today.  Lead them and guide them by Your Holy Spirit, that they may grow and abound in the things of the Lord.  For those yet undecided, help them to recognize their need of Christ now.  For I pray in His Holy Name.  Amen.
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