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The Joy of the Lord                            Dr. J. Allen Blair
What do you know about the joy of the Lord?  Well the Bible has a lot to say about it, you know?  Of course, if you really know Jesus Christ and you’re living in fellowship with Him, you should know about it, too.  Not merely in your mind, but in a life that can rejoice under all circumstances.

In the 16th Psalm ( verse 11) David wrote, Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.  How marvelously true this verse is.  In God’s presence is fullness of joy.  As you observe some Christians, however, you wouldn’t think this is true.  But it is, in spite of those who say they believe, and yet do not show forth the joy of the Lord.  Mr. Spurgeon used to tell about the man who (after visiting in another city) returned home, and said he had seen a terrible sight on the Lord’s day – he saw people going to church with happy faces.  He thought it was sinful to look happy on Sunday.  Well, if you were to look at the faces of some of the people in our churches on the Lord’s day, you might think they have the same idea.  There seem to be some who think that when Christians get together they ought to enjoy a little comfortable misery.  Moaning and pining is not the way of God.  One reason why young people often leave the church is because their churches are cold.  They are too sober, too formal (without the joy of the Lord).
Where did the idea originate that to be holy one had to look stern and morose?  Such an attitude is completely opposite from the teaching of the word of God.  Paul said, in Philippians 4:4, Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice.  Before one comes to Christ, God says, Repent!  But after he comes to Christ, God says, Rejoice!

In Luke 15, we are called to Rejoice with God.  In Isaiah 9, we are to joy before God.  In Romans 5, we are to find our continual joy in God.  In the Bible, we read of joy, great joy, exceeding joy, exceeding great joy, abundant joy, fulness of joy, and joy unspeakable.  And, yet, I have met Christians who appear to know very little about the joy of the Lord.  They never seem to learn how to praise the Lord.  In Psalm 100:2, the psalmist says, Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing.  There are some Christians who seem to serve the Lord with sadness, and they come before his presence with whining. Where is the joy unspeakable and full of glory that God tells us about in 1 Peter 1:8?  Every believer should have this joy.  
I heard about the minister who was to preach in another town.  He was to be met at the train station by someone who had never seen him before.  The host (not knowing what the minister looked like) went up to a stranger whom he thought might be the guest minister, and asked, “Are you the guest minister?”  Quickly, the reply came, “No.  It’s my indigestion that makes me look like this.”  Of all people, believers in Christ should be the happiest people in the world.  Some are, but many are not.  Even in the hours of sorrow and stress, the true believer in Christ can experience God’s abounding joy.  The psalmist said (in Psalm 30:5), Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. There’s always the morning with it’s joy (in the believer’s experience).  The night may be long, but the morning always comes.  This is one reason why we can rejoice in the Lord.

I heard of one man who really had the joy of the Lord during his life.  He used to say he had a happy Monday, a blessed Tuesday, a joyful Wednesday, a delightful Thursday, a good Friday, a glorious Saturday, and a heavenly Sunday.  My! what a beautiful way to live.  

When you stop to consider the great salvation we have in Christ, there is no reason why Christians should not be joyful.  It was during WWII, a detachment of the American army had just entered  a small French village from which the enemy had fled.  In an ecstasy of joy, the few remaining inhabitants ran out to greet them – singing, dancing, and shedding tears of gladness – as they approached.  “Well, I’m glad to help these people,” exclaimed a young officer thoughtlessly, “But I don’t see why they have to go so crazy over it.”  An old lady who overheard him replied, “That’s because you don’t know what you’ve saved us from.” 

When we stop to realize what God’s people have been saved from, this gives every reason for rejoicing, doesn’t it?  Paul wrote, in Ephesians 2:1, And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:  Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath even as others.  But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins; hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved).  We were on our way to hell and God, because of His abundant mercy and love, changed our course and delivered us from the penalty of sin.  And with this great salvation, He implanted within us His joy; which becomes our joy the moment we believe in Christ.  And, in John 16:22, Jesus said, Your joy no man taketh from you. 

Our God has given us many things for which to rejoice.  He has given us much to bring us happiness.  This might include the joy of being successful in our vocation, the happiness of helping others in need, the satisfaction of good health, and so on we could go; but all of these joys could quickly come to an end.  They are fragile.  Death may remove the source of our happiness.  Illness or accidents may occur -- instead of helping others, we may become a burden to others.  How should we take these set backs?  Should we allow bitterness and anger to enter our hearts?  Should we say that life is a delusion and a grim deception?  Not so.  There is something upon which we may build our happiness securely.  It is the joy which no man can take from us.  It is the joy of salvation in the crucified and risen Redeemer.  It is the joy of being a child of God, of having a Heavenly Father who loves us, watches over us, and directs our life on earth.  If you are saved, Rejoice in the joy God has given you.  If you are not a Christian, take the Lord Jesus Christ into your life and experience real joy which no one can take from you.  You will never find this joy out in the world.  You will never find it living in sin.  God’s joy comes through a personal reception of Jesus Christ.  I urge you to turn to Him right now, if you never have, and you’ll see for yourself how wonderful the joy of the Lord really is.
Heavenly Father, teach us how to praise You.  Deliver us from our murmuring and complaining.  Fill the heart of every believer with joy unspeakable, and the fullness of glory.  For those who are downcast, who know not the joy of the Lord because they know not Christ, grant that they may trust Him now and find in Him pleasures for evermore.  This I ask in Christ’s Name.  Amen.
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