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How’s Your Home?                                      Dr. J. Allen Blair

A good marriage doesn’t simply happen.  It takes constant thought and planning.  Differences must be discussed and understood.  Selfishness must be ruled out.  Respect and honor should pervade the home.  Well, there’s much more.  So, please stay with us as we think about the question, “How’s your home?”

It’s not uncommon these days to hear of couples who have been married 20 or 30 years (or more) getting divorced.  Why?  What went wrong?  It would seem, after a decade or so, a husband and a wife could adjust to each other and enjoy harmony.  But this doesn’t always prove to be true.  Not only are those who have been married for long periods of time getting divorced but people who have been married a year or so also are getting divorced.  Why are there so many divorces these days?  Well, one reason is the fact that few married people realize the seriousness of marriage.  It is much more than love and kisses.  It involves earnest thought, careful planning, and deep commitment.  Unless one is willing to sacrifice in many ways, probably he will not have a successful marriage.

Often, marriages fail because of the immaturity of one or both partners.  Some people get married too young.  Others, in spite of being older, may be too immature for marriage.  They may have been spoiled by parents who gave them everything they wanted.  Those who marry young often enter the union out of what is called “romantic love,” little realizing the numerous responsibilities involved in marriage.  After the novelty of being married wears off, they feel cheated and crave the liberty of single-life again.  

Some marriages fail because of a lack of preparation for marriage.  No time was given to pre-marital counseling.  Vows were made during the ceremony without any understanding of what was involved.  After exchanging rings, it was thought that they would enter a life of bliss which would come upon them like a cloud from heaven.  After a while, it was just the opposite:  Personalities began to rub, lifestyles clashed, and some of the good things that were enjoyed formerly seem no longer in reach.  A negative attitude was developed, and soon there was nothing but arguing and dissatisfaction.  Anyone considering marriage should seek out a minister or a church where a strong emphasis is placed on marriage counseling sessions – good books dealing with the subject should also be read.  One should not enter marriage blind to the seriousness and importance of the relationship.  

Sometimes, the marriage fails because of a feeling that it will satisfy a peculiar neurotic need.  One may be looking for a father image, or a mother or a daughter image – someone to lean on, or cater to.  This could be a serious hang-up that could result in an unbalanced marriage.  

Indifference is another major problem that destroys marriages.  After a while, a lack of interest and care for each other develops.   Selfishness is the instigator.  It is not a case of “what can I do for my spouse to make him or her happy,” it’s “how can I make myself happy.”  The lack of interest soon becomes noticeable and a wedge is driven into the union that is never really withdrawn.  The situation worsens over the years so that it becomes nothing more than two people living in the same house, with no heart concern for each other. 

Sexual behavior shall not be overlooked as a major problem in many marriages.  The apostle Paul made it clear in the Scriptures that a married couple should care for each other’s sexual needs.  Overlooking this could cause serious problems.  Husbands and wives have definite responsibilities toward each other.  A failure on the part of either partner could create temptations which could lead to serious complications.  Intimate, loving relationships are an important part of a happy marriage and must not be neglected.

Another cause for failing marriages is that of believers who are unequally yoked with unbelievers.  When a marriage is not consummated on scriptural grounds, it is not possible to ask God’s blessing on the union.  Without God’s blessing, how can anyone expect a marriage to last?  In a successful marriage, not only should the partners commit themselves to each other, but to Jesus Christ.  Only as Christ is made the head of the home can happiness really be expected.  Human ingenuity and ability are not sufficient to face the complexities of married life.  Divine wisdom is needed, which can only be realized as the partners pray and seek the presence of the Lord.  Marriage instituted on a purely human level, without dependence on the Lord, will have a hard time surviving. When married couples love the Lord, usually they love each other.  With consideration for each other, they will live by the standards of the word of God.  It is a joy to establish homes on God’s principles; but without the Lord, it is awfully difficult.  For the way of man is not in himself, the Bible says (Jeremiah 10:23).  It is Jesus Christ who makes living worthwhile.  A person may become confused; but when he knows the Lord, the situation is not hopeless.  For God promises that He will never leave us, nor forsake us.

Sometimes failing marriages are the result of being built around children.  A father and mother may have a great love for their children, but no love for each other.  Many of the sacrifices they should be making for each other are being made only for the children.  For the children’s sake, they endure the unhappy marriage; but after the children are grown and leave home, the husband and wife are strangers to each other.  They have little in common, and there are no longer any mutual concerns to be met.  

When a marriage disintegrates, the partners usually blame each other.  They see only the faults of their spouse, while overlooking their values completely.  This is a regretful mistake.  When in love, they saw each other’s good points; but with hearts filled with hate, they see only the bad.  No one is all bad.  But when there is hate, rarely is there any attempt to see the good.  

Well, are you a part of a failing marriage.  If you are, how is your relationship to the Lord?  A right relationship to Jesus Christ is the foremost requisite for a happy marriage.  Let’s not think about your spouse’s relationship to Him at the moment, consider yours first.  Do you know Jesus Christ as the Lord of your life?  If you do, is your life fully committed to Him?  When one’s life is under Christ’s control, there will be a Christ-like attitude towards one’s mate.  You will have a faith that will not give up, a confidence that cannot be shaken, and a love that will endure.  With such an attitude – along with an unwavering confidence in the promises of God’s word – rarely will a marriage fail. 

A marriage need not fail.  Jesus Christ can put things back together, if He is given the opportunity.  Let Him work in your marriage by giving Him first place in your life.  And, if you don’t know Him as your Savior and Lord, receive Him into your life right now.  Then take Him into your home and your marriage, and let Him do what you have not been able to do, and He will do it for you.

Father God, have Your way in many lives today, I pray.  There are some listening on the verge of divorce.  This could be something they will regret for the rest of their lives if they proceed.  Help them to think carefully and clearly, as they pray in the name of Jesus Christ and seek your perfect will for Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 
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