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       Justification By Faith                               Dr. J. Allen Blair
There was a period of about 20 years in my life when if anybody asked me “What does justification by faith mean,” my answer would probably have been something like this.  “Man, are you kidding?  I haven’t the slightest idea.”   Well, I know what it means now, for I have been justified by faith.

Let me read a very important verse found in Romans 5:1, Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Now how does one get peace with God?  Well the Bible teaches there is only one way: justification by faith.  What is “justification”?  Justification is a judicial act of God whereby He declares a person who believes on the Lord Jesus Christ to be righteous.  Because Christ bore the full penalty for our sins, the believer is declared no longer guilty.  Thus justification is based wholly on the grounds of what Christ did, and not on what we do.  Jesus paid it all.  God says, in Titus 3:5, Not by works of righteousness which we have done; and in 1Peter 3:18, we are told that Christ hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit.
Some years ago, there lived a famous Frenchman who was tried for a crime, and found guilty.  He protested his innocence to the last, but was sentenced nevertheless and condemned to life-long imprisonment.  Sometime later, the discovery was made of a terrible mistake.  The Frenchman who had been found guilty was proven to be innocent.  Immediately, the president of the republic pardoned him, and someone was dispatched to the prison to deliver the pardon.  Everyone was surprised, however, when the prisoner rejected the pardon.  “I don’t want it,” he declared.  “I am not guilty of a crime.  How can I be pardoned if I am innocent?  I want a new trial so that I can be declared innocent.”  Later, he was tried again and the verdict this time was “not guilty.”  He walked out of the court with his head high, and faced the world a free man, having been justified by the courts of France.  

That’s what God does for a person who puts faith and trust in Christ, but not because that person is innocent – for the Bible teaches in Romans 3:10 that there is none righteous, no not one – but believers are justified on the grounds of the fact that Jesus Christ bore the penalty of our sins on the Cross.  
In 1 Peter 2:24, we read how that Christ bore our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.  You see, we are set free from our condemnation under the law of God because Christ bore the penalty.  Thus at this moment (as far as your sins are concerns) you can be declared not guilty if you trust in the living Christ, for you will be justified by faith.

Now there are many people in the world seeking to achieve this by reformation.  They think by self-improvement they are blotting out their sins.  But not only are our sins blotted out, when we believe on Christ we become the recipient of a new life.  Reformation can neither blot out sin, nor create life.  You may change your life by refraining from certain things and doing other things, but even so this is not a new life.  God says, in 2 Corinthians 5:17, If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.  A transformation takes place.  In Ezekiel 36:26, God says, A new heart will I give you, and a new Spirit will I put within you.  You can have this experience by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Now I urge you not to be like the prodigal and turn your back on God.  Have you been going in your own way? Overlooking the fact that there is a God of love who wants to show you a better way?  For years the Lord has been waiting for you to come to Him.  He has been watching for your return.  His heart of love has followed you, even in your sin.  Why don’t you respond?  Why not come to God and enjoy all He has prepared for you?  Heed His word.  Be ye reconciled to God.
Most of us are plagued with the evil of procrastination – putting off until tomorrow the things we should do today.  Never is this more frequent than when it comes to the important experience of getting right with God.  Like the man in the Bible, the excuse is given, When I have a more convenient time . . .   Well, for many, that convenient time never comes.  They die in their sins, and suffer the consequences of eternal hell.  God says, in 2 Corinthians 6:2, Behold, now is the accepted time.  Don’t wait for there is nothing more important in the life of anyone than preparing for eternity.  

Now, there are some people like that Indian native who had told a missionary that he believed in Jesus Christ, and meant to give his love to Him “someday.”  Said another native, who overheard the conversation, “If you and I were walking through the jungles and came face to face with a tiger, and if I placed myself in front and said, ‘Run – run, brother, for your life!’ would you love me?”  “Why, yes, surely,” replied the unbeliever.  “Well, when would you run?” asked the other, “Someday?”  The unbeliever realized the reasonableness of this friend’s argument, and said, “I will give myself to Jesus Christ right now.”  
Well, I hope you’ll say the same thing.  I assure you, if you will, you will never regret it.  If you do not, I dare say, the time will come when you will regret this error.  But if you take the Son of God into your life, you will never be sorry.  In fact, just the opposite – you will be eternally grateful.  I have never met anyone who was truly converted by believing on Christ who was sorry that he had come to the Savior.  I have met many, many Christians in this country (and in other countries) but, I say again, never have I met one who was sorry he had taken Christ into his life.

Now, what more can I say than what I’ve said?  Will you, at this moment, let the Lord Jesus Christ blot out all your sins that you might be saved and ready to meet God?  If you will, wherever you are, just simply bow your head and say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner.  I want to turn from my sin, and I want to follow You.  Come into my life and save me.”  If you are driving your car, just pull over to the side of the road for a minute or two and ask Christ to come into your life.  He will do it. 

Father God, for those who said yes to You today, for each one who asked Christ to come into his life, I pray that You will lead them, guide them, and direct them in all their ways – especially if they read the word of God, and fellowship with you daily in prayer.  Direct them in the paths of righteousness that they may truly honor you.  Help them to find a good church where the word is taught and preached, and where they will be built up in the most holy faith.  I ask these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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