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       Who is in the Driver’s Seat

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
Have you ever made any bad mistakes in life?  Well, I think most of us, if not all of us have.  As we reflect on the past, what do you think made us do these things?  Poor judgment?  Other people?  Bad circumstances?  Doubtless these were involved, but stay with us and listen to what I have to say.

Usually, it is thought that everything Satan says is a lie.  Now, I am not here to defend the devil, for he is the worst liar whoever lived.  But I know of at least one instance when he spoke the truth.  It is found in Job 2:4.  Here is what he said as he talked with the Lord.  Yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life.  What was Satan talking about here?  Self-preservation.  All that a man hath he will give for his life.  Why?  Because of a selfish desire to care for himself.  Do you realize that selfishness is one of the basic evils in the world today?  Why do people steal, commit rape, and adultery?  Why does one man murder another?  The list is practically endless.  You ask why?  Because of selfishness.  It has been said that an egotist is not a man that thinks too much of himself; he is a man who thinks too little of other people.  All of us think too little of other people, while at the same time we think too much of ourselves.
We are living in an age when it seems everybody is doing his own thing.  It doesn’t matter to us about the other person, just so we take care of ourselves and do what we want to do.  For some people, the standards of the establishment were too severe.  Now, the pendulum has swung the other way so that there are scarcely any standards at all.  To please oneself seems to be the main thing.  Even God is being shoved aside by most people.  They don’t have any thought or time for Him at all.  In fact, they could not care less about God; that is, until they get into trouble.  Then, of course, they expect Him to be right there to get them out of their misery so they can do their own thing again.  But do you realize, my friends, we are all dependent creatures?  We can’t live without each other; and, most of all, we can’t live without God.  It is a satanic delusion to think that “self” is sufficient.

An interesting cartoon appeared in one of our daily papers.  It pictured a little boy in a rather defiant mood standing in front of his father who was sitting down.  The little fella said, “Dad, I think it’s just about time that I stood on my own two feet and made my own decisions.”  And then he added, “But I can’t do it on my present allowance.”  Well, how like human nature – ignoring God and his precepts, and yet, when we need Him we expect Him to respond immediately!  Well, any normal father wants the best for his child, and usually he knows what is best for him.  If the child is self-willed and defiant, not only does he miss out on the best, but he produces his own misery.  Well, the same is true in our relationship with our Heavenly Father.  God knows what is best for each one of us.  He has a perfect plan for our lives.  But if we choose to go our own way and do our own thing, we cloud our path and shape our own miserable destiny.  

Only as we submit to the Lord’s control and direction do we find real happiness in life.  Thank God many are turning to His way.  I could bring hundreds of people to this microphone right now from the city where I live who have been saved a few months (some longer . . . some years), and they could all give the same testimony:  When they went their own way, they found it to be a hard way; but when they opened their hearts to Jesus Christ and made Him Lord of their lives, He made it to become a pleasant way.  You see, God will let you go in your own way if you want to go that direction.  He gave you a free will.  He is not going to badger you to come His way.  He won’t beat you to make you come.  He will allow you to make your mistakes and achieve your own failures if you desire this kind of life.  But that isn’t what He wants for you.  He wants you to come to Him and receive everlasting life, and not only that but daily blessing the rest of your days on this earth.  
The Lord Jesus said, in John 8:29, I do always those things that please him (that is, please the Father).  That’s where blessedness is: when we seek to please our Heavenly Father, and not ourselves.  Of course, because Christ followed through on pleasing the Father, He went to the Cross.  He suffered a horrible death.  But as the result of this sacrifice, a glorious triumph came to the world: The door of salvation was opened to everyone; so that, when a person believes on Christ and does the will of God, he finds something far superior than that of doing his own thing.  Now, I am sure, you can look back over your life (as I can over mine) and think of all the trouble we brought upon ourselves because we chose to go our own way.  Some of you have had a miserable marriage because of this; others have gotten divorces.  Some are in hospitals, some are in prisons, some are in mental institutions -- all because of the “self” life.  But do you know things could change for you today?  Right now, in fact.  If you were to tell the Lord Jesus that you’re sorry for living for yourself, and you want to live for Him, His ear would be turned in your direction, and He would listen.  And if you were to receive Jesus as your Savior and Lord into your life, you could have a new beginning.   Instead of running your own life, you could ask the Lord Jesus to guide and direct you according to His plan.  I tell you this would be the greatest commitment you could ever make.  I did it many years ago, and I’ll tell you, I’ve never regretted it.

A friend by the name of Tom Larson tells of driving on one of the Canadian highways on a holiday weekend.  There was a steady stream of traffic going both ways.  All seemed to be well, until a pick-up truck up ahead started careening back and forth across the road.  It was obvious that the driver was drunk.  Cars coming from the opposite direction were in great danger.  It seemed that a head-on collision could not be averted.  Tom realized that the truck had to get off the road before someone was killed.  Well, he passed the car in front of him; and then, after some maneuvering, he got by the pick-up.  With gradual application of his brakes, he was able to bring the truck to a standstill.  He talked with the driver by the side of the road who, as he imagined, was drunk.  After much persuasion, he got him out of the driver’s seat.  Soon the police arrived and the situation was brought under control.  Who knows how many lives were preserved because of the quick thinking of Tom Larson: who knew that he had to get that man out of the driver’s seat.

Now, let me ask you, is “self” in the driver’s seat of your life?  Pushing you on to destruction?  If so, I pray that God will persuade you to get out of the driver’s seat and let Christ get in.  He could do so much better for you than you’ve ever done for yourself.  Just give Him a chance.  Some of your past has been ruined.  Don’t ruin your future by staying in the driver’s seat.  Jeremiah confessed, centuries ago, O LORD I know that the way of man is not in himself.  That’s so true, friend.  We need the Lord and His guidance if we are to achieve.  Jesus said, in Matthew 16:24, It any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  Are you willing to deny yourself at this moment and take up your cross for Christ?  If so, whoever you are, just simply bow your head and say, “Lord, I know I am a sinner, but I am sorry for my sins.  I want to be saved.  Come into my life.”  Christ will come in.  Then write and tell us about your decision so we can send you some helpful literature.  

Our Father, I pray that many of us may claim victory over the “self” life today.  Deliver us, Lord, from ourselves.  May Jesus Christ be Lord!  Work in our hearts, I ask.  There are some of your people still doing their own thing.  God, may we do Your thing – whatever that may be.  For I ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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