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Choose Your Friends Carefully 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Are you a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ (or what we might call a “committed Christian”)?  If you are, what about your friends?  Do you say you are a Christian, but you run around with the devil’s crowd?  If you are trying to win them to Christ, that’s fine; but otherwise, you are in the wrong crowd.

The first verse in the first Psalm contains a valuable message for all of us.  Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.  Here we are told who the really happy person is.  He is the child of God who is extremely careful of the friends he chooses.  Most of us have learned that the wrong friends can have a damaging affect on our spiritual, physical, and emotional life.  Doubtless you can look back over the years and recall some of your friends who proved to be real hindrances to you.  Rather than helping you to get closer to the Lord, they turned you away from Him.  How much better off we might have been had we never met certain people along the way!

You know, it was a terrible day for Samson when he met Delilah.  It has been tragic for some of us because somewhere, at sometime, we met someone in whom the Spirit of God was not.  Someone tells of watching a large spider which was spinning a web between the eaves of her porch and a vase of flowers about three feet below.  He spun three strands and, each time, went back to a little spot on the web about the size of a small bean.  When the web was fastened to the plants and the vase, he wove other strands across about a foot long and from two to three inches apart.  After he had connected these lines, he began to travel in a circle – starting from the outside and making the distance between his lines shorter until they were no farther apart than the width of a pencil.  The observer thought it was the most wonderful work she had ever seen done by so small a creature.  Well, the next morning, she went out to see if the dew had fallen on the big spider web, but she found only a few fragments of the beautiful web tangled about parts of a fly and a big, black ant.  She then thought how much the cunning spider is like a wicked person who weaves his web for the purpose of ensnaring someone.  Many thousands of young people are being ensnared by Satan’s followers.  Some of them are reared in good homes where Christ was honored; others of these young people even profess the Lord, but they got in with the wrong crowd.  They chose the wrong companions.

In Psalm 141:9-10, we read an important admonition:  Keep me from the snares which they have laid for me, and the gins of the workers of iniquity.  Let the wicked fall into their own nets, whilst that I withal escape.  This is certainly a worthwhile prayer every believer ought to pray daily.  God will keep us if we really want to be kept.  We are assured of this in 1 Peter 1:5, where God says we are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  We who are followers of Christ ought to choose as our friends and companions those who love Christ also.  This is not to suggest that we should withdraw ourselves from the unsaved – even the Lord Jesus ate and drank with publicans and sinners.  He didn’t do it to share in their sin, but to manifest His love to them.  All our contacts with the unsaved should be, first of all, for the purpose of revealing Christ’s love in an attempt to reach them for the Lord.  But when it comes to intimate and lasting friendships, we should choose those of like precious faith who are bearing a consistent testimony for Christ.  

Especially is this important when dating.  You may consider it only a date, but it could evolve into love and, later, marriage.  To marry someone who does not know the Lord is to completely disregard God and His word, and to bring years of misery into your life.  The truth is clear in 2 Corinthians 6:14, Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers.  To marry an unbeliever is to be unequally yoked.  And to be unequally yoked is to bring sorrow and unhappiness into the marriage.  Being unequally yoked is one of the frequent causes of divorce today.  It may be considered unimportant by some to ignore God’s word on the subject, but sooner of later there is dissension and disagreement and, ultimately, divorce.  It is not enough to agree on finances, size of the family, and other such matters.  The spiritual emphasis should have priority.

Often, where one of the partners in the marriage is a Christian and the other is not, the really important things will be neglected by the unbeliever.  He will not be interested in church, family worship, Bible reading, prayer, or anything else that should be of deep concern to a committed Christian.  Usually, after a while, even the believer becomes less interested in the things of the Lord.  It’s only when both the husband and the wife see eye to eye on spiritual matters that supreme happiness is possible.  Thus move cautiously and carefully if you are a child of God.  Pray for guidance for the spouse of the Lord’s choice; for though you are free to marry whom you will, the Bible says only in the Lord (1 Corinthians 7:39).  How many heart-breaking letters I have read from Christians in our radio audience who put their own plans before God’s and married an unsaved person!  Though no situation is hopeless with God, many there are who must pay a sorrowful price for their mistake.  Now, if you are truly born again, don’t allow yourself to become yoked to someone who has no regard for the Christ you profess to love.  If you are already in a situation where this could become a possibility, break it before it is too late.  You know it is better to have a broken engagement than a broken heart.  The question is asked, in Amos 3:3, Can two walk together, except they be agreed? There’s only one answer to this question.  Two cannot walk together unless they are agreed.  If you are a Christian and your friend is not, how can you ever expect to agree about the One who should mean everything to you: Jesus Christ?  To put an unsaved person before Christ is to be an idol-worshiper.  God says, Little children, keep yourselves from idols.  

Would you know supreme happiness in life?  Then don’t walk in the counsel of the ungodly.  Don’t stand in the way of sinners.  Don’t sit in the seat of the scornful.  Choose your friends and companions carefully from among those who can say, honestly, “I love the Lord Jesus Christ; He is everything to me.”  Now, it could be that you don’t really know Christ yourself.  You think you do, but the fact that you keep choosing your friends from the devil’s crowd suggests that you need to receive Christ yourself.  Christ died on the Cross and paid the price for your sins.  To be saved, all you need do is say, “Lord Jesus, I know I have sinned, but I’m sorry.  Come into my life.  Save me.  I want to follow You.  I believe that You died for me, and I want to be saved.  I want to be a child of God.”  Be assured, dear friend, Christ will enter your life immediately.  He will guide you day-by-day, and bless you as you walk in the light as he is in the light.
O Heavenly Father, I pray that you’ll touch many lives today.  God, may we walk circumspectly.  Help us to have wisdom that we may choose our friends carefully and especially those who love You.  And grant that we may search out our own hearts that we may be sure that we are right with You; that Jesus is Lord of all.  For I pray in His Name.  Amen.
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