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        God’s Unchanging Love
 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
In my thinking, one of the grandest themes in the Bible is the love of God.  The fact that we who have strayed far from the love and mercy of Almighty God can be forgiven completely simply by receiving Jesus Christ overwhelms me completely.  But since this is true, shouldn’t we who have been forgiven by God love everybody?  

A little boy prayed, one time, “Dear God, please make all the bad people good and all the good people nice.”  This was certainly a worthwhile prayer!  As we consider our world today, and consider the strife, the hatred, and the bloodshed, we can recognize the importance of such a prayer.  But even more important, as we look at our churches where people are supposed to be born again, and as the result recipients of the love of God, how essential it is that the good people be made nice.  There is such a need among God’s people for an earnest manifestation of the love of God.  It is rare to find a church not suffering from some kind of faction or division.  And yet, God has declared in His word (in Galatians 3:28), Ye are all one in Christ Jesus.  Consider this vital truth, child of God.  If you are the cause of any form of dissension, it is far better that you be wronged, rather than commit wrong.  Do not jeopardize your prayer-life.  Do not hinder the working of the Holy Spirit through you by being unkind and unloving.  If you have been born again, you have entered into a family relationship with Him who is love.  Your are to bear the characteristics of your heavenly Father.  Love is one of the most important virtues in the Christian life.  Paul said, in 1 Corinthians 13:13, And now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
Faith is important.  We are saved by faith.  We walk by faith.  We live by faith.  Hope is essential in producing the equanimity and peace of mind that God would have us enjoy.  But the Lord assures us that even beyond these is the importance of love.  In fact, love is the proof of our conversion as far as those of our circle of friends and acquaintances are concerned.  Jesus said (in John 13:35), By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.
Now I might raise the question: Can one be Spirit-filled and empowered by God without a heart overflowing with the love of God?  From what the Bible says, I doubt it.  One who is in fellowship with the Lord, filled with the Spirit, will evidence God’s great love to everyone.  The fruit of the Spirit, Paul says, is love.   

It is possible to be a successful lawyer and have no love for the client, and yet get along very well.  A person could be a very competent physician and have no love for his patients, and be a very good physician.  A man may be a successful salesman and have no love for his customers, and yet he may do a fairly good business and succeed.  But, I assure you that no believer can be really useful as a co-worker with God who is devoid of love.  One who says he loves God and hates his brother is a hypocrite of the worst sort.  In fact the Bible declares him to be a liar.  Listen to 1 John 4:20, If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar; for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?  There is no use going to church, reading the Bible, praying, witnessing, and serving Christ, while harboring dislike or hatred in your heart toward your brother.  I have known Christians who are outstanding Bible students.  Some of them could preach and teach in an unusual way.  But in some cases I have noticed the absence of one important essential: love.  

A person may not know all about the Bible.  In business, he may be making energetic use of the talents and gifts God has bestowed upon him; but his effectiveness is limited because of a lack of love in his life.  It is not what we know or what we do, but our likeness to Christ that brings blessing upon our service for Him.  Notice a verse found in Ephesians 3:17, That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in . . . What’s the next word?  I have heard this verse misquoted, such as, That ye, being rooted and grounded in doctrine.   It is important that those who know Christ be rooted and grounded in the truths of the word of God – so many have been swept from their feet by the winds of error simply because they knew so little about the teachings of the word of God – but this particular verse does not say that we are to be rooted and grounded in doctrine.  We are to be rooted and grounded in love.  
Some Christians are rooted and grounded in doctrine.  They know God’s word.  They are ready to contend for the faith at any time.  When it comes to doctrine, they can split a hair; but their lives are empty and devoid of love.  We need the love of God in our lives, so that we might manifest this love in our homes and in our churches and in our employment.  Satan would seek to stir up hatred, but God desires to fill us with love.  Maybe you have offended someone; or, possibly, they have offended you.  Do something about this situation.  Do not permit this enmity to hinder the fullness of the Holy Spirit in your life.  Go to your brother.  Apologize.  Ask his forgiveness, that your conscience may be clear and that prayer power will again be experienced.  Do not permit pride and selfishness to keep you from this.  Get things straightened out, that you might be in a satisfactory relationship to God and in fellowship with those who love Him.  Then you will be able to say with the apostle Paul, herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offense toward God, and toward men.
Possibly, your real need at this moment is to look to Christ and be saved.  You may be devoid of love because you have never experienced Calvary’s love: the love that has its source in God.  It’s something that cannot be counterfeited.  It springs from a saving relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  Spurgeon said, “If you and I desire to love our fellow Christians and the fallen race of man, we must be joined to the aqueduct which conducts love from its eternal source, or else we shall soon fail.”  It is no mere developed religious sentimentalism or sweet humanity.  Its divine fountain is at Calvary.  The very impossibilities of love can be accomplished when one is connected up to the aqueduct of Calvary.  Where else can you find such a reservoir?  Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and everyone that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.  I hope you’ll turn to the Lord Jesus if you never have.  Humbly repent in His sight and receive Him as the Lord of your life.  He is ready.  Now let’s bow our heads in prayer.

Blessed God, I come to you in the name of Jesus Christ, praying that You will purge us from anything that might hinder a life of love.  Give us the grace to make wrongs right.  Enable us to walk in the light as Christ is in the light.  And for those who need Christ, may they receive Him right now.  For I ask in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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