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The Joy of Giving
 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Christmastime is usually a time for giving and receiving.  Jesus said, It is more blessed to give than receive.  Have you found this to be true in your life?  For anyone who knows the Lord, giving to God always results in blessing.

For many people, the theme of giving is a touchy one.  There is a feeling that personal rights are being infringed upon; that what a man gives is his own business and nobody else’s.  This kind of reasoning is not altogether correct because what we give is really God’s business, especially for anyone who has received Christ.  Everything we have actually belongs to the Lord.  We are stewards to use God’s possessions in a way that will best glorify Him.  

In Proverbs 3:9-10, we read, Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the first-fruits of all thine increase:  So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.  Anyone who truly honors the Lord and gives Him the firstfruits is welcome to the promise: So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.  There is a special blessing in giving that many Christians have never realized, simply because they have not honored the Lord in their giving.

In 2 Corinthians 9:7, the apostle Paul makes it clear that there are three kinds of givers.  He says, in this verse, every man according as he purposeth in his heart so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.  The person who gives grudgingly is a “sad giver.”  Though he gives to God, it is not with a willing heart.  Being a Christian, he feels obligated to give because of what the Scriptures teach; but he has never entered into the joy of really honoring the Lord in giving.  He fears that if he doesn’t give, God will punish him in some way.  Actually, he doesn’t want to give to God, but he feels as though he must give to God.  Our Lord said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.  The sad giver never discovers the reality of this.  He thinks it is more painful to give than to receive.  The sad giver misses out on so much of the blessing of God.  

Next, Paul tells us of the person who gives out of necessity.  This person could be termed a “mad giver.”  The word necessity suggests force or pressure.  This believer is usually influenced when pressure is put on people to give.  Various gimmicks are often used by some to try to get more money.  Man-made goals are set, and the pressure is always on to reach the goals.  Like the sad giver, the mad giver never discovers the joy of giving, for his giving is motivated by compulsion.

Now, finally, Paul tells us about the “glad giver.”  God loveth a cheerful giver.  The glad giver experiences real blessing in giving.  In Romans 12:8, God says, he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity.  Simplicity, as used here, carries the thought of liberality.  The glad giver is liberal in his giving, and considers whatever he gives to God an eternal investment.  In other words, he does not give as though his gift is gone forever.  He realizes that he is investing it for eternity, knowing that souls will believe on Christ and become possessors of everlasting life as the result of his giving.  Because the glad giver is right with the Lord, he wants the will of the Lord for his life.  Thus he honors the Lord in his giving and God blesses him for it.  I received a short letter from one of our listeners in New York State.  She expressed her appreciation for our radio ministry; and then mentioned that she had a very small income, but that she tried to use it for God’s glory.  She went on to say, “For every Christmas gift I buy for a loved one, I match that amount with a gift for God’s work.”  My!  What a commendable practice this is.  Here is a child of God who doesn’t have much money, but she is using what she does have to honor the Lord.  Indeed, she is a glad giver.

I heard of a Christian couple who has a wonderful family of seven children.  For six years, they have increased their giving systematically by an additional five percent.  Unexpectedly, the husband (who is the sole bread-winner of the family) lost his job.  With complete reliance on the promises of God, the husband and wife went to prayer.  They agreed that if the Lord provided another job, they would make another increase in their giving and go to 30 percent of their income.  Almost immediately, the job was provided and their giving to the Lord was never interrupted.  These people are not sad givers, nor are they mad givers.  They are glad givers.  They have discovered the joy of honoring the Lord with their gifts.

In Pennsylvania, there is a husband and wife who began honoring the Lord with a tenth of their income on their wedding day.  Gradually, over a period of time, they increased their giving until they reached their goal of 50 percent for which they had prayed.  One-half of everything they receive goes into the Lord’s work.  Now, we can be sure, they are reaping the blessing from this kind of giving.  The husband evidences this in his testimony, as he says, “We have experienced blessing in health and in prosperity, and we have no financial problems whatsoever.”  Some people in our churches are tithers who say they give ten percent of their income to God.  Actually, we don’t give the tithe to God, for as we look at Leviticus 27:30, we see that all the tithe is the Lord’s.  The tithe is not ours to give.  It already belongs to God.  We can’t give God something that already belongs to Him; we simply return it.  So, instead of saying we give the tithe to God, we should say we return the tithe to God.  Only what is given beyond the tithe is a gift to God.  It is what the believer does beyond the tithe that reveals his true love for the Lord.  It is obvious the way some give that they don’t love God very much.  If there has been a real work of grace in the heart, it should be evidenced in our giving.  

Now, recall what happened in Zacchaeus’ life.  He was transformed by God’s marvelous grace.  What was his response?  Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor, and if I have taken anything from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold.  Gratitude with a desire to give is the natural response following a work of God’s grace in the life.  If a person says he is a believer and he is miserly in the way in which he gives to the work of the Lord, his love for God is dubious.  When we pause to consider God’s love for us, how can we be selfish toward Him?  He so loved the world that he gave.  What did He give?  His only begotten Son.  Christ shed every drop of His precious blood as proof of God’s love for you and for me.  Our love for Him is not shown in our getting, but in our giving.  Do we really love Christ?  If you have failed to honor the Lord in your giving, it may be proof that you have never really entered into the saving knowledge of Christ.  You know about Him and respect Him, but you never completely committed your life to Him.  Open your heart to the great salvation Christ made possible for you.  Then, out of gratitude, on a regular basis, be a glad giver as you make known your love for the Lord and give graciously and generously to His work.

Father God, teach us how to give.  May we not “give until it hurts,” but “give until it blesses.”  Help us to be glad givers as we honor Him who is King of kings, and Lord of lords.  I pray this in His Holy Name.  Amen.
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