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Are You Frustrated?

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
One reason I love Jesus Christ so much is when I was nothing and had nothing, He took me in just as I was.  He didn’t give me a lecture, or tell me I needed to change my life.  He simply saved me, and He changed my life completely.  I could never have done for myself what He did for me.  If you need Him, I strongly recommend Him.

In observing the average church in our day – with practically no influence being exerted on the hundreds of families living around it – one might conclude that Christianity has failed.  But where did we get the idea that the church is Christianity.  It is true that many churches have failed.  They have not been given to the supreme mission of the church which is evangelism.  But Christ has not failed.  He continues to transform lives in our day as He has done in every age since His birth into this world.  The Gospel of Christ is as powerful at this moment as at the time it was given.  Why?  Because Jesus Christ, the Living Son of God, is relevant to every problem of life.  

There are many unhappy people in the world.  A prominent psychologist asked three thousand people, “What do you have to live for?”  Well, 94 percent of them (concluded the psychologist) were simply enduring the present while waiting for the future.  My! what a hopeless way to live.  These people need the joy of the Lord.  Christ said to His disciples (in John 15:11), These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.  He desires that everyone’s cup be filled to the brim and running over.  When He comes into a life, His joy is experienced.  Even in the darkest hours, this joy throbs within our being.  

The apostle Paul, when imprisoned and confronted with the possibility of martyrdom, cried out, Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say, Rejoice.   When you’re in Jesus Christ, you not only experience His joy, but His personal fellowship and love.  In His eyes, you are more than just a glob of flesh.  You are a person.  He knows you by name.  He said (in John 10:14), I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.  Because of this, when we face the trials of life, we are never alone.  Christ knows all about our burdens.  He is with us to see us through.
One of the things that disturbs many people is the future.  They build up fears of what might happen in the future.  There is no need of such a thing if one knows Christ, because not only is He the God of today, and the God of the past, He is the God of tomorrow.  In John 8:12, He says, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.  We shall never walk in darkness because we have the light of Christ to direct our steps.  We can live a day at a time, assured of the fact that He will take care of tomorrow.  Christ cares for all our frustrations. How many there are who have concluded that life is hopeless.  
I talked with a fine Christian man who said, “I can’t wail until morning to get up and get out and work.”  He said, further, “I enjoy life.”  Well, what makes life so enjoyable for this man?  He knows Christ, the living Christ who can give strength for every occasion.  I can understand why the non-Christian is frustrated.  But I certainly cannot understand why children of God are frustrated.  When we have the blessed privilege of casting all our care upon Christ, what more do we need?  
Many people in the world are lonely.  Frequently, I get letters from radio listeners who write something like this.  “Two years ago, God took my husband [or, God took my wife].  I have no relatives, and I am so lonely.”  Well, we can understand their loneliness; but often times, too, these friends will add, “Christ has been so real to me.”  Our Lord knows all about loneliness.  He experienced loneliness on the Cross such as none of us have ever known it.  He was forsaken completely.  Yes, He understands.  For this reason, He promises, Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the age.  Christ is real, a Wonderful Savior to know.

Many people have fears these days.  This condition seems to be increasing in our society.  Jesus Christ has made the necessary provision for all fear.  What did He say in John 14:27?  Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you.  Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.  Christ gives peace that is adequate for every circumstance of life.  There is no problem too great for Him.  He always has the solution.  But how is this perfect peace found?  Only through Him.  

May I submit to you that Christianity has not failed, nor is it failing; for Christianity is Jesus Christ.  Oh, I know, there is a pseudo-Christianity which is unreal, hypocritical, a mere sham; and many there are who go through the routine of attending church and sitting there an hour or so on Sunday morning, but inside their lives there has been no change because they are depending on external things: church instead of Christ.  But when one puts faith and trust in the living Christ, he enters into the reality of new life, with new hopes, new desires, and new ambitions.  And what a thrilling life this is!  
Do you know what I am talking about?  Have you taken Jesus into your life?  Can you say, “Yes, thank God, I have, and I know I am saved!”  “Isn’t this being presumptuous?” some might ask.  Not at all.  It is believing God, and giving obedience to what He has declared in His word.  He says in Romans 10:13, For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  Years ago, I called on Jesus in a moment of helplessness.  He heard me (vile sinner that I was), and He saved me, and He has kept me ever since.  I am not perfect, but He is; and He keeps me day by day.  
Have you received Him?  If not, just now, pray this simple prayer.  “Lord, I want to be saved.  I know I am a sinner.  I know I can’t help myself, but I receive Jesus Christ into my life and claim Him as my Lord, Amen.”  Read your Bible every day, especially the Gospel of John to get started.  Spend time in prayer every day, and tell others about Christ every day.  Share your testimony every chance you can get.  Find a good church where the Bible is taught and where the people are interested in seeing the lost come to Christ.  don’t be satisfied with just any church.  Some of them are nothing more than nice country clubs.  Find a church that is honoring Jesus Christ, so you can be taught in the word of God.
Father God, for those receiving Christ as Savior and Lord today, I pray that You will lead them by Your hand.  Direct them by the Holy Spirit.  Help them to grow in grace.  For I pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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