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         From False to Real
 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
You have heard it said there are hypocrites in the church.  Well, that’s true.  There are.  But that’s not the fault of the church, neither is it God’s fault.  It’s the hypocrite’s fault, because he resists God’s love and chooses to remain a hypocrite.  He doesn’t have to, but it comes down to “what does Jesus Christ mean to you?”  

In addressing the scribes and Pharisees, Jesus said, Woe unto you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, for ye are like unto whited sepulchers, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness.  Now Jesus called these people hypocrites.  Why?  Simply because a hypocrite is an actor, a pretender.  He is not real.  He is playing a part.  These people profess to be followers of God, but their lives proved otherwise.  

Now, churches have some people in them just like this.  They are like a shadow, but they possess no substance.  They attend church on Sunday morning, and feel that all is well – as though going to church for an hour and returning home makes one ‘right’ in the eyes of God.  They substitute formality for spirituality.  They send their children to Sunday school.  Later, the children join church; but they have no evidence of new life in Christ.  When they gather for the Lord’s Supper, their thoughts run no deeper than bread and wine.  They know nothing of fellowship with Christ.  Surely Jesus must say of them as we read in Revelation 3:1, I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.  These people have no reality.  Their faith is like papier-mâché.  They have shadow, but no substance.  
Furthermore, they have a creed, but not credence.  They are zealous for their church.  They are anxious for other people to become Baptists, Presbyterians, or whatever it may be.  They contend earnestly not for the faith, but for their denomination and its program.  They are unconcerned, however, about the lost and their need of salvation through Christ.  To them, this is incidental.  Their thought seems to be build “our Church,” not “the body of Christ.”  Theirs is a head-knowledge, without a heart experience.  They don’t know what it is to be born again.  They have never brought forth work meet for repentance.  They have worked hard for their Church, but done little for Jesus Christ.  The Lord Jesus had something to say about these people, in Matthew 7:21-23.  
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works?  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.  
From these verses it’s quite obvious that the hypocrite will have a sorrowful end.

We need to realize, also, that the people have talk without trust.  They do well in talking about spiritual things.  They even talk about the way of salvation.  To listen to them, one might think they know Christ as Lord.  In fact, they can be very fluent when it comes to speaking for Christ; but their words come from their lips and not from their heart.  These are the ones of who Jesus said, in Matthew 15:8, This people draweth nigh unto me with  their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.  If the words came from their hearts, they would be zealous for the Lord; but, coming from their lips, they have little concern.  Now you may even have a pastor who is described by what I have been saying -- or, maybe, your adult Bible class teacher.  “But they are such wonderful people,” you say.  “Wonderful” as far as people go, but no relationship to Christ.  If they talk about the Lord and don’t know the Lord, they are not all that wonderful.  After all, Christ is the Wonderful One, and those who know Him reveal the true beauty of the Lord Jesus.  
But, furthermore, we find that these people have regrets without repentance.  How many there are who attend our churches – some of them attend Gospel-preaching churches!  When the message is proclaimed, they regret that the past has been so marred by sin.  They wonder how they could have been so foolish.  But, within a day or a week, they are back in the same old sins.  There is no repentance (or, “turning from sin to Christ”).  Yes, they are sorry for their sin; but what value is this?  Jesus said, in Luke 13:3, Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.  He did not say “Except ye regret.”  There must be more than regret.  There must be a sincere heart’s desire to turn from sin to trust in the living God.   

I have noticed, too, that these folks often have ambitions but not action.  They plan to get right with God sometime in the future.  In fact, regarding spiritual things, it is usually in the future.  No one need tell them of their hypocrisy.  They know it all too well.  It is not their plan to remain a hypocrite, however.  Someday they plan to make everything alright with God.  Someday they plan to remove the mask.  But “someday” never comes.  They continue on.  While knowing the right, they commit the wrong.  They covet spirituality, but they are so fascinated by temporality that they do nothing regarding their real needs.  They would like to follow the Lord, but the road looks too rough.  They prefer the way of the hypocrite.  Little do they realize that the road they are traveling is far more difficult than the narrow ‘road’ that leadeth unto life.  
Friend, do you happen to be one of these people who has shadow without substance? Creed without the credence? Talk without trust? Regrets without repentance? Ambition without action?  If you are, I urge you to recognize your heart’s need today.  Strip yourself of your cloak of hypocrisy.  Enter in to the reality of Jesus Christ.  We are told, in Job 8:13, The hypocrite’s hope shall perish.  A person cannot be saved while remaining a hypocrite.  Your need is to receive the Son of God into your life.  Face up to the emptiness and shallowness of your profession.  Turn to the Lord, and say, “O God, you know my need.  At this moment I receive Jesus Christ as my Savior and Lord.”  If you will call on Jesus for salvation, instantaneously your shadow could become substance; your creed could become credence; your talk could become trust; your regrets could become repentance; your ambition could become action. I urge you to trust Christ and Christ only, right now.
Father, I pray that many who are posing as children of God may enter the genuineness of a heart experience with Christ.  Give the strength and grace to help some to turn from the works of the flesh to the living and eternal God, Christ Jesus.  I pray in His Name.  Amen.
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